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Gas-shortage stories are becoming monotonously 
numerous. 





Oil-price regulation by the Government is still 
merely a threat. 





Mortality reports from American army camps 
must be pleasing Christmas news for the Huns. 





Mountains of oil shale in Colorado will fill gaso- 
line tanks in that remote period when the wells 
run dry. 





Lest we forget it may be mentioned that Pancho 
Villa is conducting a new revolution in Mexico. He, 
as a public nuisance, refuses to be abated. 





Should Secretary Baker ever become a candidate 
for the Presidency, will the campaign slogan be: 
“He kept us out of war for many months”? 





Kerensky never had a chance. He was unable 
to turn putty into marble, nor could he prevent the 
Slav from becoming a slave to evil conditions. 





Life is cheaper than it ever has been since the 
cavemen did their primitive murdering. The pres- 
ent ghastly values on vitality were made in Ger- 
many. 





Conterfeiting frauds involving $1,000,000 have 
heen unearthed by Government agents. That is one 
kind of camouflage not sanctioned even in war 
times. 





When Britain’s big governmental problems are 
to be solved, the custom is to let George do it—the 
George in the case being the Premier, not King 
George. 





Inquirers who persist in sending queries to edi- 
tors, the queries to be answered by mail, should 
enclose stamps. Likewise, they should not ask 
foolish questions. 





Santa Claus was somewhat affected this year by 
the high cost of giving, yet, as a rule, he was quite 
generous. Christmas, as usual, was a red-letter day 
in the calendar. 





How times have changed! Twenty years ago the 
“yip-yip” of the cowboy was the prevalent vocal 
performance in the locality where Tulsa now listens 
to the grandest kinds of grand opera. 





Self-denial, in the abstract, is more popular than 
it is when concretely applied. The average citizen 
believes Hoover should be obeyed on eatless days, 
but that’s about as far as it goes. Belief is not fol- 
lowed by action. 





While it is common for assassins to escape pun- 
ishment in Oklahoma, this fact should not lead any 
person to imagine that justice is becoming a 
slacker. A Tulsa whiskey vender last week was 
sentenced to the penitentiary for four years. He 
had violated the Prohibition law. 





In Washington a proposition is made to abolish 
formal banquets. This is a motion that should be 
seconded. And the average banquet speech should 
likewise be discontinued. If necessary, the pro- 
posed abolition can be blamed upon the war. 





War bread is making a favorable impression and 
it is likely to be used largely when peace is re- 
established at the old stand, but there is some 
doubt about the perpetuation of the popularity of 
meatless days, lightless nights and equine steaks. 





Pro-alcohol Ukrainians are viewing with alarm 
the success in Congress of the Prohibition bolshe- 
viki and would like to arrange a separate peace 
with them, but there’s no chance even for an arm- 
istice. The little brown jug may be permanently 
broken. 





Winter’s storms on the Atlantic and the menace 
of the subs, render the trips of the transports un- 
pleasant, but judging from a recent violation of 
censorship by a prominent Government official, 
Uncle Sam is putting the boys over. In this regard 
there are reasons for congratulation. 





One teaspoonful of sugar per capita, at a meal, 
multiplied by 100,000,000, or less, would make quite 
a showing, but Per Capita is an indifferent chap in 
many instances. He thinks his spoonful is too 
small to count. That is why Mr. Hoover is becom- 
ing so cynical regarding the matter of voluntary 
self-denial. 

Is the public mind becoming case-hardened? The 
recent horror at Halifax shocked everybody when 
it became known, but it soon passed as a matter of 
comment. The newspapers promptly dropped it 
and now it is like a matter of ancient history. Loss 
of life and property, owing to war, has become 
commonplace. 





Women are not “sacrosanct,” declares a Drum- 
right newspaper. Well, who said they were? No- 
body, so far as present information on the subject 
extends, has been calling the ladies by any such 
appellation as that. Why should an editor try to 
pick a quarrel of that sort when there are so many 
other issues to wrangle about? 





Automobile drivers who fail to use their horns 
and who have no interest in the safety of pedes- 
trians are, in a sense, enemies of the people. And 
there is no anti-German law to curb them. The 
only curb in the case is that upon which the pedes- 
trian is forced to stand while he watches a possible 
chance to fare forth upon the dangerous pavement. 





New Orleans yearns to be a natural-gas town and 
have a hot time, generally. New Orleans takes 
much for granted. Why doesn’t the Louisiana 
metropolis send a war mission to Kansas City, 
Buffalo and other places where natural gas is the 
fuel of the proletariat et al. and get a line on the 


‘tribulations, lawsuits and comforts due to natural 


gas? 


‘tion 33-18-12, Glenn pool. 





WEEKLY REVIEW OF THE FIELDS. 





During the week ending December 22, a slight 
improvement in field conditions was noted, follow- 
ing the extreme cold weather of the previous week. 
Operations were partially resumed and leases were 
placed in better condition for the production of oil. 
it will require considerable time, however, to bring 
many of the producing properties back to their 
former output. In Oklahoma, the largest well com- 
pleted is located in Section 8-22-12, near Skiatook, 
Gsage County. Its daily production is estimated 
from 400 to 600 barrels. Near Hominy, Osage 
County, the Osage Hominy and Sinclair Gulf Com- 
panies finished one 300-barrel producer and another 
starting at 150 barrels. In the Olive pool, Creek 
County, the Ohio Cities Gas Company has a 100- 
barrel well in the Squirrel sand. One 25-barrel 
producer was the lone completion reported from 
Cushing. The Texas Company completed a 200- 
barrel well at two feet in the Taneha sand, in Sec- 
Two dusters and two 200- 
barrel producers were reported from the Bixby 
pool. Both producing wells are in Township 16, 
Range 13. In Section 30-17-15, Coweta district, an- 
other 200-barrel well was drilled in. Two wells at 
Yale, Payne County, indicating extensions to that 
pool, are showing for producers on top of the sand. 
One is located in Section 17-19-6 and the other in 
Section 20-19-6. In Section 6-19-6, a well starting 
at 110 barreis daily was reported. In the Maramec 
district, Section 36-20-5, a 275-barrel Bartlesville- 
sand producer was finished. The Blackwell pool, 
Kay County, supplied a 5,000,000-foot gasser. The 
Prairie Oil & Gas Company’s test on the Chapman 
farm, in the Billings pool, is a failure. 

Among the few completions reported from Kan- 
sas was a 300-barrel well in Section 30-26-5, El 
Dorado pool. A 175-barrel well was reported in 
Section 5-25-5 and another good for 125 barrels in 
the same section. 

Producers in the Gulf Coast field are anxiously 
awaiting news of governmental fixing of fuel-oil 
prices. Many contracts with the pipe lines which 
expire with the present year have not been renewed 
owing to the uncertainty of threatened action in 
Washington. The strike of field workers has not 
been settled, but is interfering but little with oper- 
ations. The largest recent completions were in the 
Goose Creek pool, one starting at 4,000 and the 
other at 2,000 barrels daily. 

Production in the North Louisiana fields has 
increased to 20,000 barrels and efforts are being 
made to bring back the wells that were shut down 
owing to the strike of field workers. Many of them 
were permanently ruined while shut down. A gen- 
eral resumption of drilling is now noted in the 
various fields. The largest completion of the past 
week was a 75-barrel well on the Ferry Lake lease 
of the Gulf Refining Company. 

Pipe-line runs from the Kentucky field were last 
week reduced to one-half the usual figures by the 
extremely cold weather. In the Pilot field, Powell 
County, nine wells, ranging in production from 10 
to 100 barrels daily, were completed. Lee County 
reported two wells, one starting at 25 and the other 
at 40 barrels daily. Wells reported in the Lima and 
Illinois fields were of the customary size. 

Another well in the Isminger pool, in Greene 
County, Pa., was completed and started flowing at 
the rate of 30 barrels hourly. 

In the Salt Creek field of Wyoming, a 400-barrel 
producer was drilled in at a depth of 2,000 feet. 
Oil and gas from the well were ignited and the 
rig was destroyed by fire. 

In the Mexican fields, a 3,000-barrel well was 
completed on the Medina tract, in the West 
Magaubes district, Panuco field. 





MID-CONTINENT PRODUCTION. 





Estimated production of the fields of the Mid- 
Continent at the’ close of the past week was as 
follows: North Louisiana, 20,470 barrels; North 
Texas, 30,000 barrels; Corsicana light and Thrall, 
1,800 barrels; Kansas, 123,000 barrels; Oklahoma, 
cutside of Cushing, Shamrock and Healdton, 123,000 
barrels; Cushing and Shamrock, 49,000 barrels; 
Healdton, 56,500 barreis; total, 403,707 barrels. 

The estimated daily production of heavy-gravity 
oil in the Gulf Coast field was 74,000 barrels; Corsi- 
cana heavy, 500 barrels. 
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DEFINITE POLICY IN OSAGE MATTERS. 





For the control of the affairs of the Osage Indians 
of Oklahoma, a definite policy has been worked out 
by the Board of Indian Commissioners. The board’s 
recommendations, as submitted to Secretary Lane, 
are summarized as follows: 

That a distinction be made between the in- 
competent full bloods and the part bloods, and 
that the latter be given their full share of 
tribal property and be allowed to do with it 
as they see fit, while greater effort be made 
fully to protect the former. 

That the oil and gas of the western portion 
of the reservation be conserved as an entirety 
for future use by the United States Govern- 
ment. 

That the trust period be at once extended for 
25 years to 1956. 

That the Osage Indian Boarding School at 
Pawhuska be indefinitely continued. 

That the present efforts to control the liquor 
traffic be continued and strengthened wherever 
possible. 

That the Indians be encouraged to move onto 
and farm their allotments and, as an effective 
aid in this direction, that the Congressional en- 
actments establishing the Indian villages of 
Pawhuska, Gray Horse and Hominy be notified 
to the end that the number of Indians living in 
those towns may be materially reduced. 

The recommendstion that the Osages become 
farmers is a wise one and there is no good reason 
why it should not be put into effect. The Indians 
should all be encouraged in the ways of useful 
industry. They have immense acreage in the Osage 
reservation and much might be done by the mem- 
bers of the tribe as producers of food if they were 
disposed to take up agriculture seriously. 

The report shows that each Indian has his home- 
stead and allotment of 160 acres and in addition 
about 500 acres of surplus land, all allotted, in 
many instances subject to a trust period of 25 
years, which will expire in 1931. It is estimated 
that their per capita proportion of the general 
wealth is over $10,000. There are nearly $5,750,000 
of trust funds in the United States treasury belong- 
ing to them and in addition there are the very large 
royalties which they receive from oil and gas leases. 

The following per capita payments of income 
have been made in recent years: Fiscal year 1913, 
$511.14; fiscal year 1914, $990.88; fiscal year 1915, 
$463.68; fiscal year 1916, $575.93; making the total 
payments per capita for the four years $2,541.63, or 
a total of $4,116,817.18. 

In addition to the ordinary royalties there has 
just been made a per capita payment of about $922 
from the amounts received from the bonuses on 
the leases made last spring and another payment 
of $527.13 per capita is about to be made from addi- 
tional funds derived from the same source in a 
recent sale. These last two amounts are in addi- 
tion to the regular annuities. 

In addition to this the majority of the Osages 
lease their allotments, and while many of the In- 
dians make so-called informal leases sq that the 
income they receive is not known with definiteness, 
under certain new regulations, recently promul- 
gated, a very considerable number of leases are 
submitted for approval by the Secretary of the 
Interior. About 1,500 leases relative to which def- 
inite information is thus obtainable show an aver- 
age rental of about $500 per annum each. It will 
thus be seen that the income of an average family 
is likely to be anywhere from $5,000 to $10,000 per 
annum, while some of them are much more. 

Notwithstanding these great resources, the Osages 
are, in many cases, deeply in debt. They are ex- 
travagant and apparently unable to make good use 
of their money. What they need is a new line of 
experience in self-support, thrift and practical com- 
mon sense. This is more than can be expected of 
the old-timers, but the rising generation of Osages 
should find no great difficulty in obtaining a grip 
on the situation as independent American citizens. 

The board’s suggestion as to conservation of a 
large part of Osage territory will doubtless meet 
with opposition. 





OKLAHOMA'S BIG REVENUE PLANS. 





Oklahoma is to be congratulated on the energies 
which its tax collectors are constantly exercising. 
Tax income from various sources is steadily. grow- 
ing. In particular, the oil industry is compelled to 
pay immense sums for the privileges granted it in 
this State. Gross production tax, income tax, etc., 


are capable of bringing home the bacon in a per- 
sistent and lucrative fashion. 
also are well taxed. 

The taxpayers sometimes wonder what does the 
State intend to do with its immense rake-off in the 
form of taxes, but the officials at Oklahoma City 


Other industries 


are not worried by such questions and easily ex- 
plain where the money goes. 

Oklahoma has many expenses to meet, but could 
not some of these be cut down and money be 
diverted to more important purposes? 

“Oklahoma can afford to have better public 
roads,” said an oil man in a talk with a Journal 
representative, a few days ago. “If there were bet- 
ter roads throughout the State, and especially in 
the oil fields, the delivery of material would be 
greatly facilitated. Why isn’t there a good roads 
movement in this State that would really accom- 
plish something of practical advantage?” 

The oil man’s point was well taken. Oklahoma, 
with its great financial resources, should be able 
to start a road-building movement of a practical, 
effective and comprehensive character. It should 
not be a flimsy proposition or one that has “booster” 
politics mixed in with its other ingredients. Road- 
ways should be constructed according to modern 
methods and be made enduring. 

With improved roads, not only the oil man but 
the farmer, the merchant, the man of affairs and 
the one who labors would be benefitted. There are 
good roads “boosters” in the State—plenty of them. 
And there are “drives” and “rallies” and what not 
to push along the making of better highways. Still 
the roads continue to be unsatisfactory. 

Among the boom promoters and reformers there 
should be more attention given to this matter. Okla- 
homa is a new State and too much cannot be im- 
mediately expected in its development, but with a 
constant income of immense proportions, due to oil 
and other products and industries, there should 
be ample funds to use in the construction of mod- 
ern highways. 





APPEALS FOR FUEL CONSERVATION. — 





“Conserve natural gas in your homes to the 
greatest possible extent, so that gas may be used 
in the manufacture of munitions and other sup- 
plies needed by the Government.” This is the text 
of an appeal issued by the Natural Gas Association 
of America. The companies request domestic con- 
sumers to “cut out heat from all rooms not abso- 
lutely necessary.” 

In an appeal for the conservation of gasoline, the 
National Automobile Chamber of Commerce de- 
clares an average saving of one and three-quarters 
pints a day for each automobile and truck in use 
in the United States will insure enough gasoline for 
Government needs during the coming year. 





HE WAS FAITHFUL UNTO DEATH. 





C. B. Clark, employed on an oil lease by the 
Empire Company, was immediately in front of a 
boiler when it exploded, on Monday night of last 
week, in a boiler house near El Dorado, Kan. He 
was shocked and burned horribly. At the time of the 
occurrence the leaseman was alone and without 
help. The explosion had fatally hurt him, but he 
retained full possession of his mental faculties. He 
realized that there would be further damage if he 
did not set things aright in the wrecked boiler 
house and about the place and, under great diffi- 
culties, did what he could to prevent additional 
property loss. Gas was turned off and other mat- 
ters attended to and then he started for the nearest 
dwelling, three-fourths of a mile distant. The 
night was dark and stormy, but he struggled on, 
suffering tortures, until he reached the house. There 
he was cared for, but nothing could be accom- 
plished to undo the effects of the man’s injuries. 
He died on the following morning. 

Mr. Clark possessed the fortitude of a hero and 
in fulfilling his duties at the lease before leaving, 
showed his interest in the work that had been en- 
trusted to him. He was faithful unto death. 

The body was taken to Chanute, Kan., his home 
town, for burial. His wife had just returned from 
Illinois, where she had attended the funeral of her 
mother, when she: learned of her husband’s death. 
She is doubiy bereaved. 





HOMEWARD TREK FOR CHRISTMAS. 





Many oil-field men whose homes are back East, 
up North, down South, out West and elsewhere, are 
absent from the scenes of their usual labors in the 
Mid-Continent districts. Christmas comes but once 
a year and, when it comes, that old homé-feeling 
returns to the wandering oil-seeker. He usually 
has a sufficient amount of money available for car 
fare and a vacation is in order when the holly 
wreaths are hanging in the windows. This fact 
accounts for a slackening of field work in many 
parts of the oil country. In a week or two the 
vacationists will return and again get busy. Their 
work will then seem lighter for them, because of 
the human-interest pleasures of their Yuletide trip 





PIERCE OIL CORPORATION PLANS, 





At Austin, the Secretary of State has granted a 
permit to the Pierce Oil Corporation to do business 
in Texas. The granting of the permit followed the 
decision of Judge Ireland Graves that the new cor- 
poration, which is to take aver the property of the 
Waters Pierce Oil Company of Texas, was entitled 
to the permit. The Waters Pierce Oil Company 
was ousted from Texas under State anti-trust laws 
several years ago. 

The corporation is headed by Henry Clay Pierce, 
of New York, and has an authorized capital stock 
of $33,000,000, 10% of which is paid in. 

The action taken in connection with the affairs 
of the Pierce concern is an important one for the 
State as well as the corporation. It means an in- 
crease in the business of the State, the employment 
of many wage-earners and the investment of large 
sums of money, also additional revenues for the 
State. 

The most interesting matter in connection with 
the permit granted is the change which it shows in 
public sentiment in Texas regarding big corpora- 
tions and their affiliations. The old anti-corpora- 
tion spirit seems to have become quiescent and 
tolerant where formerly it was cn the warpath and 
sought the scalps of big business on all possible 
occasions, 





SEXTON’S OFFER TO GOVERNMENT. 





Joseph Sexton inherited a $2,000,000 estate in 
Chicago about two years ago and he has become 
an oil refiner with a big plant at North Chicago, 
conducted under the name of the Sexton Oil Com- 
pany. Sexton was drafted last summer and sought 
exemption because of his position at the head of 
the refining concern. His lawyers contended that 
he was more needed as an oil manufacturer than a 
soldier, by the Government, because of the latter’s 
oil requirements, but his exemption was refused. 
Now he hag had the case reopened. He doesn’t be- 
lieve he should go into the army when he has ex- 
tensive oil contracts on hand, and while it isn’t a 
case of shirking his duty, he will be willing to give 
all his time and his plant to Government use—that 
is his proposition. If the Government accepts the 
offer, he will at once begin to do Government work 
exclusively, will be under Government control and 
will speed up the work in the North Chicago re- 
finery to its capacity. In the amount of money rep- 
resented, his offer no doubt is the biggest that has 
been made in Lake County along that line and the 
Government may avail itself of the chance. 

Mr. Sexton shows a patriotic spirit in offering 
his refinery, etc., but there are many men of big 
affairs in the ranks of the new United States army 
who have been required to turn over their business 
duties and responsibilities to other hands while 
they go into military training. This class of Ameri- 
cans is not baulking at any self-sacrifice. Sexton 
should be guided by the example of such men. 





RIGHT TO SHUT OFF GASSERS. 





“This is no time to be shutting off gas under any 
circumstances,” declared Judge John C. Haymaker 
in Common Pleas Court at Pittsburgh, Pa., recently, 
when a petition was presented by the Peoples’ 
Saving & Trust Company, receiver for the Tri- 
County Natural Gas Company, in which it was 
stated that David Mintz, owner of a number of gas 
wells had on Dec. 1 shut off the gas from nine of 
his wells which were supplying the gas company. 
The receiver asked for an order for a rule to show 
cause why Mintz should not be required to turn on 
the gas. 

Mintz was in court and said the company owed 
him six months’ payments for gas used in 1916 and 
refused to pay. To this it was replied that since 
the company has been in the hands of a receiver, 
which was appointed last February, Mintz had re- 
ceived regular payments every month and that 
payment is now deferred on the old account be- 
oe of a legal controversy pending in the Supreme 

ourt. 

Pittsburgh, during the winter, is a chilly: town 
and there is little sympathy with any move that 
may be made to reduce the natural gas supply. 
Judge Haymaker’s comment was entirely justified 
under the circumstances. 





OSAGES FAVOR FURTHER LEASING. 





By a vote recently taken, the Osage Tribal Coun- 
cil declares itself in favor of leasing 32,000 acres 
of the western portion of the Osage Reservation 
for oil and gas purposes, additional to the tracts 
already leased. It is intimated that the Interior 
Department will approve the action of the Council 





“back home.” 


and that another big lease sale will result. 
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CONSERVATION IN USE OF GAS. 





In former years, oil-field gas torches sputtered and 
burned, day and night, adding greatly to the pic- 
turesque effects and wasting untold quantities of 
gas. Now there is a change in this form of fool- 
ishness. Gas is a valuable product. At compara- 
tively small cost plants can be installed in the 
fields for extracting gasoline from it, and gasoline 
is a cash commodity, much in demand. And there 
are gas companies whose supply is running low. 
They are anxious to round up as much of the rich 
yapor as may be obtainable. 

In several oil districts in the Mid-Continent, elec- 
tric lights are now being used to dispel the noc- 
turnal gloom aud thereby a considerable saving of 
gas is made possible. 

Near Bartlesville, Okla., an enterprising company 
is constructing an electric plant from which lights 
may be obtained by lease owners in that district. 
This is a step in the right direction. There should 
be similar plants in all the fields. 

Another point, and an important one, in relation 
to electricity as an illuminant, is the fact that it 
is much safer than a blazing torch in regions where 
gas outflows from broken lines or new wells are 
likely to take place from time to time. 





CRITICISMS OF WAR SECRETARY. 





Among the papers that have taken up the case of 
Secretary of War Baker is the Kansas City Star. 
“Baker should go,” it declares. The Star cites the 
case of Crozier and delays in supplying ordinance 
needs and then proceeds to say: “We evidently 
have lost months in getting ordnance at a time 
when every day was precious. It is plain truth that 
these delays have put the outcome of the war in 
jeopardy. . 

“The Star does not see how it is possible for the 
head of the War Department to escape responsi- 
bility for this demonstrated inefficiency on the part 
of his subordinates.” 

This is very plain talk and is only an echo of a 
sentiment that is steadily growing throughout the 
United States. Secretary Baker does not fit into 
the big place to which he has been assigned. 

To watch over and direct the affairs of the United 
States army at this time, one of the strongest men 
obtainable should be selected. There is no lack 
of competent, progressive, resourceful men in this 
country. They are showing their abilities in the 
business affairs of the nation. They are able to 
overcome obstacles; to take the initiative; to con- 
duct gigantic enterprises; to force success to come 
their way. 

What a pity it is that we cannot have the ser- 
vice of some such type of man at this critical 
period in the nation’s history, in the position which 
Baker occupies. 





VANDERLIP’S SURPRISING STATEMENTS. 





Frank Vanderlip, chairman of the National War 
Savings Committee, says there is a startling lack 
of equipment in the American army camps he has 
visited. Soldiers are drilling with sticks instead of 
guns and in one camp hospital there are 1,600 pa- 
tients, 200 of whom have no beds. 

It is very evident that war managers are needed 
who can really manage. There should be a weed- 
ing out of red tape, incompetency and other obnox- 
ious and detrimental things in our military affairs. 

The American soldier who is willing to lay down 
his life for his country should not be handicapped 
by official bungling ‘in any quarter. Statements 
such as those of Vanderlip are calling attention to 
bad conditions in the camps and should have the 
effect of improving the situation somewhat, but it 
is humiliating to the national spirit that such reve- 
lations are possible. 





INSURANCE ON SOLDIERS’ LIVES. 





As there seems to be a general lack of informa- 
tion throughout the country regarding the matter 
of life insurance on soldiers, the United States 
Civil Service Commission has given out the follow- 
ing facts in relation thereto: 

The act which provides for Government life in- 
surance for soldiers and sailors has now been in 
operation a little more than a month. The Secre- 
tary of the Treasury announced on Nov. 17 that 
up to that date 64,168 applications under the new 
law had been received, representing insurance in 
the sum of $552,093,000. From 4,000 to 5,000 appli- 
cations are received each day at the Treasury De- 
partment, the amount of insurance applied for some- 
times reaching a total of $50,000,000 in a single day. 

The law provides that soldiers, sailors, marines 
and nurses in active service may obtain from the 
Government life insurance in amounts not exceed- 
ing $10,000 at premium rates ranging from 65 cents 





a month at the age of 21 years to $1.20 a month at 
the age of 51 years, for each $1,000 of insurance. 

One of the primary objects of this law is to lessen 
the tremendous burden of pensions which has fol- 
lowed as a consequence of all American wars. 

It is evident that the administration of this new 
branch of Government work is big business in 
itself. But this is only one of many governmental 
activities incident to the war which are adding 
great numbers of clerks, stenographers and other 
servants to Uncle Sam’s payroll. 

Literally, thousands of stenographers and type- 
writers have been appointed in Washington during 
the past few months and thousands more are to be 
appointed as soon as they are available. The 
United States Civil Service Commission is holding 
examinations for these positions weekly, through- 
out the country. Secretaries of local boards of 
civil service examiners and the postoffices in all 
cities are furnishing detailed information. 





IS NO FAMINE, SAYS MR. LOVE. 





Corporation Commissioner Love, of Oklahoma, 
says that there is plenty of pipe if companies oper- 
ating in this State wish to buy it. Prices, he ad- 
mits are high, but there is no actual pipe famine. 
The average buyer of pipe is under the impression 
that pipe-scarcity is what causes pipe prices to soar, 
but Mr. Love’s revelations seem to be different. 
And being a Corporation Commissioner, he is in a 
position to emphasize his assertions with an official 
jolt. 

It seems that certain gas interests have been 
dilatory about delivering their goods at the right 
sort of pressure and that a hearing is scheduled 
before the Corporation Commission to inquire into 
the ways and means that were taken by them to 
meet emergencies. And Mr. Love, on the eve of 
this hearing, announces that if conditions are as he 
suspects, a fine is to be imposed. So it is very 
evident that there’s a hot time coming, even if gas 
is scarce. 





THIRTEEN PROVES LUCKY NUMBER. 





C. O. Jaggers, formerly of Birmingham, Ala., now 
an Oklahoma oil producer, does not believe that 13 
is an unlucky number. He is vice president and 
general manager of the Oil State Petroleum Com- 
pany, of Chickasha, Okla. When this company 
started to do business its stock was taken, largely, 
by farmers. And its drilling operations brought 
rich returns. Jaggers made a big success of the 
company and he is already mentioned as an oil 
magnate. 

The Oil State Petroleum Company was chartered 
on April 13, 1917. The concern had 13 stockholders. 
It began operations on its first well on Friday, the 
13th. On July 13 its first well in the Garber field 
was started and a month later turned out to be a 
gusher. On Aug. 13 the Oil State Refining Company 
was organized to take care of the production from 
the various wells. 

All these incidents just happened on the 13th, 
but it has been such a lucky number for Jaggers 
and his associates that they do not contemplate 
anything in the future without reference to the 
calendar to see if they cannot start on the 1th. 





PRAIRIE GOING INTO WYOMING. 





By way of Denver, Colo., comes the information 
that the Prairie Oil & Gas Company, the $20,000,000 
Kansas corporation, is preparing to engage in ex- 
tensive oil operations in Wyoming. There is al- 
ready in that State the Wyoming Prairie Oil & Gas 
Company, a Cheyenne concern, and owing to a sim- 
ilarity in the titles, there must be some arrange- 
ments made in regard to names. The Cheyenne 
company is duly chartered and the Prairie Oil & 
Gas Company is thereby forced either to adopt 
some other name in Wyoming or induce the Chey- 
enne company to adopt a new title. A way will be 
found of solving the problem, it is said, and the 
Prairie will conduct large operations. It has ac- 
quired holdings, according to reports, in Lost 
Soldier, Big Muddy and other districts. 





CALIFORNIA’S DAILY PRODUCTION. 





Figures of the Standard Oil Bulletin show Cali- 
fornia’s oil production in November to have 
amounted to 270,406 barrels daily, denoting but little 
change from the output in October. Shipments last 
month were 310,122 barrels a day, an increase of 
11,040 barrels daily, as compared with those of 
October. Total shipments from the fields last 
month were 9,303,663 barrels. Total crude oil 
stocks on Nov. 30 were 32,603,625 barrels, a de- 
crease of 1,191,490 barrels, the result of the dis- 
parity between production and shipment. An initial 
daily production of 8,000 barrels came from the 63 
well completions during the month. 





U. S. GAS EXPERIMENT STATION. 





Secretary of the Interior Lane has designated 
Bartlesville, Okla., as the location of a proposed 
new Government station for the investigation of 
problems relating to the petroleum and natural gas 
industries. The station at Bartlesville is to be one 
of three similar institutions, one being at Columbus 
to study cerarhic and clay-work industries and an- 
other at Minneapolis to study iron and manganese 
problems. All are to be under the control of the 
United States Bureau of Mines. 

Tulsa made an effort to obtain the oil and gas 
station, but failed to get it. Bartlesville puts up 
$50,000 for the purpose of helping Uncle Sam to 
meet expenses involved in the enterprise. This 
city was willing to provide a cash bonus, too, but 
Bartlesville was the winner in the contest. 


ee er 











WHY CARL WOLLNER RESIGNED. 





Carl Wollner, of Dallas, Tex., a native of Ger- 
many, had a portrait of Kaiser William and a 
German flag at his home and, although he had 
secured his first naturalization papers and had for- 
feited a German furlough passport, intending to 
become a citizen of the United States, questions 
were raised as to his attitude toward the United 
States Government. He explained matters to Fed- 
eral investigators and was not restrained of any 
of his liberties. But he resigned a good position 
with the Oriental Oil Company, of Dallas, so as to 
not embarrass that concern, he said. 





NEW OIL REFINERIES THIS YEAR. 





Announcement is made in a Topeka dispatch that 
cil refineries have more than doubled in number in 
the State of Kansas during 1917. The expansion 
of the oil-refining business in that State has been 
cn a large scale and indications of increased activ- 
ity are unmistakable. The Kansas refineries are 
located at Neodesha, Cherryvale, Erie, Chanute, 
Coffeyville, Moran, Humboldt, Arkansas City, Caney, 
Augusta, El Dorado, Kansas City, Hutchinson, Nio- 
taze, Gordon, Independence and Wichita. There 
are already four at Wichita and two others build- 
ing. El Dorado has three refineries under construc- 
tion, while Arkansas City has. four and Coffeyville 
three in operation. 





PROBLEM OF FROZEN PIPES. 





In the Mid-Continent oil fields many wells have 
been shut down owing to the severe winter weather 
of the present month. The usual freezing of water 
pipes has taken place, and as the frost generally 
bursts such pipes, the loss is considerable. Many 
well workers are laid off and have gone to other 
localities for the winter, and it is probable that 
some of the companies will make little effort to 
resume operations until the milder weather of 
spring arrives. 





MR. HASTINGS DEMANDS FIGURES. 





At Washington, Congressman Hastings, of Okla- 
homa, has asked for a probe by Congress into ex- 
penditures of the Indian Bureau of the Department 
of the Interior. Just why Mr. Hastings is anxious 
to turn on the light is not fuly known—although 
he states that he is desirous only of finding out 
whether funds are being wisely spent or not. 





LEASES BRING HIGH PREMIUMS. 





Washington district, about five miles south of 
St. George, Utah, has an oil boom, according to the 
Las Vegas Age, and ranches are being leased to 
oil men at $300 an acre. Eleven years ago some oil 
was found in that vicinity and now efforts are to 
be put forth to give the district a try-out in accord- 
ance with the rules of modern efficiency. The dis- 
trict has no reason to be excited until a real output 
of oil is forthcoming, but the Las Vegas Mail does 
not permit that fact to spoil a good story and it 
prints the assertion about $300-an-acre bonuses. 

If some of those wild western oil writers should 
get down to facts, occasionally, the seller of fake 
cil stocks would not find so many dupes. 





DANiELS GIVES CREDIT TO OIL. 





Secretary of the Navy Daniels states that the 
American fleet could not have accomplished what 
it has in European waters had the ships been 
equipped with coal burners. The American navy 
is burning oi] and that is why the Government is 
so concerned about keeping up the production of 
crude. The time may come when the Government 
may find it éxpedient to license the use of motor 
cars. 
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MEN KNOWN IN OILDOM 











JAMES B. ROBINSON 


James B. Robinson, tank gauging engineer, of 
Tulsa, whose portrait is printed herewith, was 
born in St. Petersburg, Clarion County, Pa., Dec. 
2,1879. His parents moved to Bradford, Pa., when 
he was one year old and there he lived until 1897. 
Mr. Robinson entered the service of the National 
Transit Company in the tank gauging department, 
headed by his father, the late James Robinson, of 
Bradford, inventor of a system of gauging that has 
been in general use for over 40 years. 

After a couple of years in the Bradford office, 
James B. Robinson was transferred to the offices 
of the Buckeye Pipe Line in Lima, O., and seven 
years later he was selected to take charge of the 
tank-gauging department of the Prairie Pipe Line 
Company with headquarters in Independence, Kan. 
From that city he came to Tulsa in 1913, but later 
resigned from the service of the Prairie and opened 
an office of his own where he enjoys a prosperous 
business in kis exclusive profession. 

Mr. Robinson was married in 1903 to Miss Irene 
McCoy, of Lima, O., and they have one daughter, 
Miss Jane. 





Personal Paragraphs 





James K. Crawford, of the Oklahoma Producing 
& Refining Company, is in New York on a business 
mission. 

a th * 

John R. Manion, of the Sinclair interests, has 
returned from Mexico, where he was recently a 
business visitor. 

* a * 

A. E. Watts, of the Sinclair interests, with New 
York headquarters, arrived in Tulsa on a business 
visit last Friday. 

a * * 

T. E. Robinson, of the Roxana Petroleum Com- 
pany’s field department, left last Friday for Indian- 
apolis to pass the Yuletide season. 

* oo * 


Herman Ascher, a Chicago oil man, arrived in 
Tulsa last Thursday. He represents the Three- 
Link Oil & Gas Developing Company. 

* ce a 


Paul Cooper, of the Mid-Kansas Oil & Gas Com- 
pany, spent Christmas with his parents at Findlay, 
O. His headquarters are at Wichita, Kan. 

* * + 


Lieut. J. M. Kates, of the United States army, 
who has been visiting relatives at Claremore, Okla., 
left last Saturday for the Philippine Islands. 

* *¢ #@ 


B. E. Byrne, president of the National Supply 
Company of Texas, has returned to Houston from 
a business trip in the northern part of the State. 





M. J. Flanagan and P. H. Gallagher have returned 
to Tulsa from Lima, O., where they recently at- 
tended the funeral of the late Mrs. J. P. Flanagan. 
ok * a 


H. A. Holloway, of Tulsa, was a visitor at Cas- 
per, Wyo., last week and attended to some oil mat- 
ters there. Subsequently he proceeded to Seattle, 
Wash: 

* * ok 

E. A. Ewing, secretary of the Allied Refining 
Company, is recovering from the effects of a surgi- 
cal operation which he underwent last week in a 
Tulsa hospital. 

* * ak 

Louis Loeffler has returned from Washington, 
D. C., where he was a representative of the Mid- 
Continent Oil & Gas Association as a member of a 
special committee on taxation problems. 

a * * 


W. H. Karnes, who is interested in production in 
Oklahoma, Kansas and the Gulf Coast region, has 
returned to Houston from Brown County, Texas, 
where he has been looking over the prospects. 

* tk * 


Arthur and Frank Craver have returned from the 
Gulf Coast to their homes in Tulsa. They have 
been looking after two wells recently drilled, one 
at Humble and one in Montgomery County, Texas. 

* eo tk 


B: W. Hamilton, representing the Tuna Iron 
Works, of Bradford, Pa., arrived in Tulsa last Fri- 
day from Ardmore, Okla. He left for the East on 
that date to pass the holiday season with home 
folk. 

* * 3 

E. J. Cosper, who is in charge of operations for 
the Tulsa & Sunset Oil Company, near Wheatland, 
Wyo., is arranging to proceed with preparatory 
work there and expects to have the drill moving 
next month. 

* ak * 

John Bott has returned to Tulsa from Ranger, 
Tex., well impressed with the oil prospects of that 
district. Many Tulsa oil men have been obtaining 
leases there and the Ranger oil boom promises to 
spread out. 

* ak * 

Cc. J. Gallagher, Tulsa oil man, was a Christmas 
visitor at Camp Bowie, with one of his sons. Two 
other of his sons are also in the new United States 
army, one being in France in the aviation service. 
A third son is at Camp Thomas. 

* * * 


F. W. Perry arrived at his home here from Den- 
ver, Colo., during the week to pass Christmas with 
his family. Mr. Perry, a former Carter Oil Com- 
pany man, is in charge of the land department of 
the Producers & Refiners’ Corporation. 

* * oo 


Mrs. Emma K. Moody, of Titusville, Pa., who has 
been the guest of her son, Robert M. Moody, of the 
Exchange National Bank, Tulsa, has gone to Inde- 
pendence, Kan., to visit another son, Nelson K. 
Moody, of the Prairie Oil & Gas Company. 

pa * * 


John W. McMurray, who is a soldier at Camp 
Travis, was in Tulsa this week, visiting his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. S. W. McMurray. From here he went 
to Okmulgee, Okla., to visit his brother, Roger J. 
McMurray, who was severely injured last week. 

* * * 


F. A. Lang, of Tulsa, has returned from a visit 
at Titusville, Pa. He was accompanied on the 
eastern trip by Mrs. N. S. Pease, of Titusville and 
Mrs. Pease’s daughter, Miss Marie, both of whom 
are to locate permanently at Los Angeles, Cal. 

* eS * 

George Edgett, of Tulsa, head of the gasoline de- 
partment of the Carter Oil Company, was in Ard- 
more, Okla., last week. The company is installing 
casinghead gasoline plants in the Healdton district 
and Mr. Edgett has been inspecting the work. 

y * * * 

Harry Heasley, accompanied by his wife, left 
Tulsa last week for his old home town, Emlenton, 
Pa., to pass the holiday season amid winter scenes 
that fit in nicely with Yuletide traditions. Okla- 
homa didn’t have a white Christmas this year. 

* * 


Joseph Murphy, traffic manager for the Prairie 
Pipe Line Company, with headquarters at Inde- 
pendence, Kan., and Mrs. Jennie Aubuchon, of that 
city, were joined in marriage recently at Inde- 
pendence by Rev. W. P. Wharton, of the First 
Methodist Church. 

* 

Raymond Sheehan, Edward Bisett, Russell Chis- 
holm, James Lilly, Cecil Smith, Nat Harris, “Pete” 
Adsit and Eugene Kervin left Tulsa last week for 
Bradford, Pa., to pass the holiday season with rela- 
tives. All are identified with the oil industry of 


W. F. Morris has been picking up leases in Platte 
County, Mo., and it is understood that some wildcat 
drilling will soon be under way there. According 
to geological reports this is a prospective shallow. 
sand oil district, and it is stated that H. F. Sinclair 
is back of the new operations planned there. 

* * * 


Murray M. Doan, vice president of the Gulf Pipe 
Line Company, passed Christmas in Tulsa. He puts 
in much of his time in Pittsburgh, Pa., but business 
matters frequently bring him back to the Mid-Con- 
tinent oil metropolis, where for many years he has 
been an active figure in the petroleum industry. 

* * * 


J. B. French, president of the American Industrial 
Oil Company, has announced the purchase by that 
concern of the Hapgood oil interests in the Heald- 
ton field, this State. The holdings, it is understood, 
were purchased at a cost of half a million dollars, 


ing business in that district. 
* * * 


R. M. McFarlin, Tulsa oil man and president of 
the local Chamber of Commerce, was the recipient 
of a loving cup from that organization on Frida 
last. The cup is of silver, mounted on an ebony 
base, and is appropriately inscribed. It was given 
as a token of the high esteem in which Mr. Mc- 
Farlin is held by the members. 

* * * 


David F. Connolly, who recently went to Wash- 
ington as a member of the Mid-Continent Oil & Gas 
Association’s special tax committee, became very 
ill in that city last week and was placed in a hos- 
pital for surgical treatment. Members of his family 
were summoned from Tulsa and his condition was 
considered serious. Later more favorable reports 
were received and his prompt recovery is expected. 

* * 


Howard Cole, formerly with the Twin-State Oil 
Company, has accepted an important position with 
the Ohio Cities Company, succeeding R. W. Mc- 
Ilwaine, who goes to Columbus. In that city Mr. 
McIlwaine will have general supervision of the com- 
pany’s producing interests in various. fields. Mr. 
Cole is now manager of the Ohio Cities’ producing 
department in Oklahoma and Kansas and is well 
qualified for this important work. 

* * ca 


Arthur K. Lee, of Thermopolis, Wyo., arrived in 
Tulsa during the past week and is looking after in- 
terests here. He says that considerable work is 
being done in Wyoming this winter—special prepar- 
ations having been made to protect the well work- 
ers from the stinging frost of that country. Next 
summer will bring unprecedented activity among 
Wyoming wildcatters, he says, and the fields are 
likely to be extended in a large way. — 

* * 


Judge J. J. Shea, of Tulsa, has returned from 
Washington, where he has been trying to induce 
the Federal authorities to adopt a reasonable 
attitude toward the oil industry in matters of war 
taxation, Osage lease extension, etc. The Judge 
was a member of a committee sent by the Mid- 
Continent Oil & Gas Association for that purpose 
and to that organization he made a report early 
this week. Judge Shea takes a deep interest in 
oil affairs and is well qualified to represent the 
interests of the petroleum fraternity. 

* * ¢ 


A. Mitchell Palmer, custodian of alien enemy 
property, Pennsylvania political leader, prospective 
candidate for Governor of the Keystone State, etc., 
was a Visitor in Tulsa on Friday last. Mr. Palmer 
sums up the war situation in brief terms, as fol- 
lows: ‘When our boys in khaki return from France 
next summer the whole world will be free. But if 
they don’t return next summer America will have 
2,000,000 men on the webt front by 1919, and 5,000,- 
000 by 1920, and more men and more men and more 
men until the German tide is rolling back upon 
Berlin.” 

* * * 


Crawford Vaughn, New South Wales ex-premier, 
an Australian statesman who is prominent in the 
war activities of the British Empire, lectured on 
war topics in Tulsa on Wednesday of this week. 
He had been engaged by the State Council of De- 
fense to deliver a series of addresses in Oklahoma. 
He spoke at Oklahoma City Dec. 24 and is to ad- 
dress a meeting at Muskogee this (Thursday) even- 
ing. Mr. Vaughn does not minimize the difficulties 
of the task confronting Americans and their allies 
in the war against the Central Empires. The 
wonderful military preparedness of the Germans, 
worked out and developed through many years, pro- 
vides the enemy with immense resources. To over- 
come Teutonic military strength, superior forces 
are required and these, owing to Russia’s collapse, 
well be required to hit hard. But ultimately, we 





the Mid-Continent field. 


will triumph, says the distinguished Australian. 
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Oil and Gas News Condensed 


Ohio Fuel Oil has declared the regular dividend 
of 50 cents. 


Waco, Tex., is also complaining about its natural 
gas supply. A proposition has been made to use 
artificial gas in the town. 


Frankfort, Ky., is another town that is having 
fuel troubles. The supply of natural gas and that 
of coal are both quite meagre. 


There are 60,000 miles of pipe lines used for the 
transportation of oil in the United States, accord- 
ing to statistics recently published. 


Pine Bluff (Ark.) business men have been in con- 
ference and have started a movement to protest 
against a proposed increase of gas rates there. 


Douglas, Wyo., has entered the oil game with an 
oil stock exchange. Six miles from the town the 
Reliance Oil Company is preparing to drill a well. 

Cosden & Company have sold their Bigheart 
(Okla.) refinery to the Bigheart Petroleum Refining 
Company. The capacity of the plant is 1,200 bar- 
rels daily. 

In Omaha, Neb., the Oil Producers’ Corporation 
specializes in providing territory for oil companies, 
financing new concerns and pushing things along 
in a general way. 

Louisville, Ky., is included among the cities that 
are complaining about gas shortage. The Mayor 
has been conducting an investigation and oil stoves 
have been in great demand. 


Windsor, Ont., has been suffering owing to short- 
age of natural gas. During the recent cold wave 
the schools were dismissed. Industrial plants were 
also affected when their gas supply was cut off. 


Artificial gas manufactured at the plant of the 
Richmond (Ind.) Light, Heat & Power Company is 
to be used this winter to augment the supply of 
natural gas there, if present plans are worked out 
as formulated. 

Michael Waters, employed at a West Tulsa re- 
finery, was run down and severely injured by a 
carelessly driven automobile in this city last Fri- 
day. Waters was taken to a hospital. The auto 
driver was arrested. 

Varner C. Reed, of Denver, Colo., president of 
the Midwest Oil Company, has been made defend- 
ant in a case brought by Hot Springs (Ark.) parties, 
who charge breach of trust, etc. A receiver for the 
company is asked for. 

Geologists have been inspecting surface indica- 
tions in Fall River County, South Dakota, and their 
reports are encouraging to local capitalists who 
are desirous of opening an oil field there. Two 
wells are being drilled. 

At Dover, Del., the Kentucky Star Oil Company, 
of Lexington, Ky., has been incorporated with capi- 
tal stock of $500,000. At Dover, also, the Lewis 
Run Gasoline Company, of Bradford, Pa., capital 
$400,000, has been incorporated. 


In Tulsa last week at Conventional Hall, $60,000 
was raised at a meeting of Jewish citizens toward 
the national fund for the relief of Jewish sufferers 
in the war zones. Samuel Travis, an oil man, 
headed the list with a gift of $10,000. 

William Muir, a Titusville (Pa.) oil man, left that 
place last week for Sarasosta, Fla., to pass the 
winter. He was accompanied by a party of 10 rela- 
tives and friends and the trip was made in a special 
Pullman car having dining facilities, etc. 

Batavia’s chamber of commerce is seeking to 
have the Alden-Batavia Natural Gas Company pre- 
vented from making any new connections in that 
Western New York town and the State’s Public 
Service Commission is asked to take action in the 
matter. 

It is the intention of the Hope Natural Gas Com- 
pany to provide for domestic gas consumers in 
Parkersburg, W. Va., regardless of the needs of 
industrial consumers. This announcement was re- 
cently made by Manager Wade Tonkin of the gas 
company. 

A. P. Crockett, president of the Fortuna Oil Com- 
pany, is quoted by the Oklahoman, of Oklahoma 
City, as stating that over 100,000,000 cubic feet of 
natural gas became available in the Morrison field 
last week for use in lines of the Oklahoma Natural 
Gas Company. 

Alexandria, La., is watching with deep tnterest 
the development of a prospective gas field at Cata- 
houla Lake, 20 miles northeast of the town. Two 
wells have tapped a gas flow and Alexandria is 
desirous of having a natural gas supply at the 
earliest possible time. 


New Orleans has an industrial bureau and it is 
booming the movement to pipe natural gas to that 
city. It is claimed that with gas on tap for lighting 





and heating, the people of the city could save 
$1,000,000 yearly. There is an available gas supply 
in Terrebonne Parish. 


Hidden Dome promises to be soon the most active 
oil field in Wyoming. There are 24 companies with 
holdings in the field, 50 others are seeking leases 
and seven now are drilling. The Casper-Embar 
company is the farthest advanced and is making a 
record for fast drilling. 


Last week, at Wheeling, W. Va., there was an 
hour’s shut-off in the supply of natural gas for 
manufacturing plants. This suspension of the ser- 
vice was due to a break in the line, and by its 
means there was a supply for domestic consumers 
until the break was repaired. 


George F. Geiger, representing the Mid-Mesa Oil 
& Development Company, of Colorado Springs, 
Colo, has been in Oklahoma of late, rounding up 
territory which the company expects to develop for 
oil and gas. The same concern has holdings in 
Kansas and Wyoming, also. 


Sixty breaks in the Hominy lead line of the Kan- 
sas Natural Gas Company in the recent cold spell 
were due to heavy pressure, according to V. L. 
Elbert, superintendent of the St. Joseph (Mo.) Gas 
Company, who has been investigating. The line 
affected is 16 miles in length. 


According to an estimate of the petroleum divi- 
sion of the United States Bureau of Mines, 959,000 
gallons of gasoline a day will be required for the 
use of army, navy and aeronautical operations dur- 
ing the coming year. The total daily gasoline pro- 
duction is about 6,849,000 gallons. 


Prairie Oil & Gas Company and the Prairie Pipe 
Line Company are prospering. Both declared extra 
dividends last week. The former declared $2 extra 
in addition to the regular $3 quarterly, while the 
pipe line will distribute $5 in addition to the usual 
quarterly payment of like amount. 

At Los Angeles, Cal., the sliding scale of mixed 
gas rates established by the Railroad Commission 
is now operative. Under the orders of the Commis- 
sion consumers will pay 68 cents a thousand cubic 
feet for the first 5,000 feet, with diminishing charges 
for increased consumption in excess of the mini- 
mum. 


Figures compiled last month show that the Potter 
Gas Company, since the new contract went into 
effect in Elmira, N. Y., has been delivering over 
two million cubic feet of natural gas each day to 
Elmira consumers. This is a large increase over 
the amount delivered before the new arrangement 
went into effect. 

At Lawton, Okla., last week, under a small repair- 
ing shop conducted by Henry Casey, a jeweler, a 
quantity of nitroglycerine sufficient to blow the 
town to atoms was found. Casey was arrested. It 
is suspected that this was an I. W. W. cache and 
sensational developments in connection therewith 
are to be brought out soon. 


General aitention has again been called to the 
dangers attendant upon unventilated garages by 
the death of the famous comedian Nat Wells. He 
Was overcome by fumes of spent gasoline in his 
garage. Carbon monoxide gas killed him. The 
doors and windows of the building had been closed 
and Mr. Wells was doing some repair work on his 
car. 

Louisville Gas & Electric Company’s franchise 
agreement with the city of Louisville, Ky., guar- 
antees a pressure of not less than three ounces to 
the inch of natural gas. Of late, it is claimed, this 
pressure has not been maintained and city officials 
are threatening to declare forfeited a $50,000 bond 
given by the company to provide gas in the volume 
stated. 

There has been a tightening of the lines by big 
oil companies to cut expenses, according to the 
Wichita (Kan.} Eagle. Retrenchment is the order 
of the day and as a result many geologists arid 
others are not so busy as they formerly were. War 
taxes and uncertainty of Congressional action on 
important measures are blamed for the present 
trend of affairs. ; 


Pipe-line runs from the Big Muddy field in Wyo- 
ming are estimated at about 5,000 barrels a day. 
There is an additional production in that field of 
about 2,500 barrels a day not being marketed. This 
production has been developed in one year, the first 
well in Big Muddy having. been completed late in 
1916. Three wells have been completed in this 
field in the last fortnight. 

At Mobile, Ala., the Pearson oil interests have 
acquired water-front properties for the erection of 
a large storage plant, refinery and repairing shops 
for oil-carrying steamers. The Pearsons, as is well 
known, have immense oil holdings in Mexico. It 
is reported that the same parties. have obtained 
Alabama acreage and will drill test wellg in Wash- 
ington and Clarke Counties, 





Of 13 counties in Southwestern Oklahoma, six 
are regarded by the Oklahoma Geological Survey 
as in probable oil and gas territory where extensive 
development may be expected, one is regarded ag 
possibly being within the zone where oil and gas 
may be found, two are classed unfavorable territory 
and survey officials do not know what to expect if 
deep wells are put down in the thirteenth. 


Consul Claude I. Dawson reports from Tampico, 
Mexico, that the declared exports of crude oil and 
petroleum products from that district amounted to 
3,150,064 barrels. The movement from Tampico 
was 2,494,594 barrels and from Tuxpam 655,470 
barrels. Shipments to points other than the United 
States were reported as 847,825 barrels. The gross 
shipments were, therefore, 3,997,889 barrels. 


Omar D. Gray, State Oil Inspector of Missouri, 
has discovered that many oil dealers and corpora- 
tions selling oil in that State have been dodging 
the payment of State inspection fees. These are 
12 cents a barrel. 
$1,080 in fees, he said. During this year he has 
collected from delinquents who have been escaping 
the payment of inspection fees more than $20,000. 


During the first 11 months of the year there have 
been 2,199 wells abandoned in the Northwestern 
Ohio, Indiana and Illinois fields. Not only have the 
wells ceased to be profitable producers even at the 
extreme prices prevailing for crude, but the short- 
age of oil-well supplies has created an unusual de- 
mand for second-hand drilling equipment. The 
abandoned wells in the above fields last year aggre- 
gated 1,207. 

There will be considerable activity in the Raw- 
lings (Wyo.) field all winter. The Cherokee Oil 
Company has ordered a standard rig from Cali- 
fornia to work its holdings and has constructed 
roads to facilitate the rapid movement of machinery 
and supplies. The company has established winter 
quarters for the men and is prepared to go ahead 
through the entire winter. Two or three other com- 
panies in the same field will also drill through the 
winter, it is reported. 


Useful Lives Are Ended 


Leander Milton, aged 73 years, died at Denver, 
Colo., Dec. 18. He was formerly prominent as an 
oil producer in Pennsylvania, and was a charter 
member of the Oil City Oil Exchange. He was 
visiting his son, J. B. Milton, when he died. 

George H. Dimmick, aged 78 years, died at Hunt- 
ington, W. Va., during the past week, from the ills 
of old age. He was a native of Wisconsin, who 
had followed the oil business from Oil Creek days 
to the close of his active career. He had operated 
extensively in Pennsylvania and was one of the 
owners of the famous mystery well, “646,” in War- 
ren County. Deceased was burgess of Petrolia, Pa., 
when that town was in its boom period and he was 
prominent and prosperous. Later he was manager 
of the New Domain Oil & Gas Company in Ken- 
tucky, with headquarters at Pikeville, and also was 
in the business in West Virginia. He served as a 
soldier in the Civil War and was promoted from the 
ranks to the position of captain. 


Charles S. Gordon, aged 53 years, a Gulf Coast 
oil operator, dropped dead in the Hotel Imperial, 
New York City, Dec. 17. He had just arrived there 
from the South and was about to register when he 
collapsed and suddenly expired. Deceased was born 
in Ohio and passed his early life there. He con- 
ducted oil operations in the Coastal fields—-in 
the Spindletop and Sour Lake districts and e:se 
where. Mr. Gordon was president of the Lake Oil 
Company, a director of the Guaranty Bank & Trust 
Company, of Beaumont, Tex., and had other lage 
interests. Deceased is survived by his wife «nd 
two daughters. One of the latter, Miss Julia, is a 
student at Tarrytown, N. Y., and her father had 
gone to New York to accompany her home for the 
holidays. 


Mrs. Mary C. Cullinan, aged 80)years, died at her 
home at Washington, Pa., Dec. 17. Deceased was 
born in Ireland and came to the United States when 
but 12 years old. She was married at Dubuque, !4., 
in 1855 to John Francis Cullinan and later, with 
her husband, moved to the Pennsylvania oil regions. 
Her husband died at Washington, Pa., in 1888. Mrs. 
Cullinan lived at Washington for 32 years. She 1s 
survived by three sons and four daughters, as fol- 
lows: J. 8S. Cullinan and Frank Cullinan, of Hous- 
ion, Tex.; Dr. M. P. Cullinan, of Laredo, Tex.; 
Misses Mary, Anna and Kate Cullinan, of Wash- 





ington, Pa., and Mrs. R. F. Sawyer, of Pittsburgh, \ 


Pa. Fifteen. grandchildren and two great grand- 
children also survive. The three sons in Texas, all 
of whom occupy prominent positions among the 
leaders in the oil industry, arrived at the bedside 
of their mother Sunday morning, the day before 
she died. 
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The Home of 
National Transit Pumps « Engines 


This big, modern plant in Oil City, on 
the Allegheny River, is the result of the 
growth of our business, from a small start 
thirty-seven years ago. Ours is the largest 
industry in Oil City, and perhaps the 
largest of its kind in the world. 





We will welcome an opportunity to figure on your 
requirements in this line. 


NATIONAL TRANSIT 


PUMP AND MACHINE COMPANY 


Main offices and factories, OIL CITY, PA. 
District Offices in NEW YORK, PHILADELPHIA, PITTSBURGH, KANSAS CITY 


Our aim is now, and always has been, to 
build the highest-quality steam and power 
pumps, gas and oil engines, and miscel- 
laneous pipe line equipment; and our 
growth is pretty good proof that we’ve 
been on the right track. 


Address Dept. ‘‘K’’. 
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Oklahoma-Kansas Fields 


By JAMES McINTYRE 


GOOD WELL NEAR SKIATOOK. 


The Osage Natural Gas Co., a Caney 
(Kan.) concern, drew down one of the 
choicest Christmas gifts in the Oklahoma 
field on Monday, when its No. 1 in the 
northeast of the northwest quarter of 
Section 8-22-12 came in a big producer. 
The well is located three miles west and 
two and one-half miles north of Skiatook, 
in Osage County. Bartlesville sand was 
found at 1,850 feet and when 22 feet in, 
the well began flowing oil at a lively rate. 
Four two-inch lead lines were soon con- 
nected and through these the well shot 
the oil to a tank 1,000 feet away from the 
well, into which the fluid poured at a 
rate that made the well look good for at 
least 400 bbls. It is one of the best wells 
the Skiatook region has recently seen. 
Other portions of-Osage County were pro- 
ductive of a number of comparatively big 
wells in recent days. The Sinclair Gulf 
and Osage-Hominy Oil Cos. jointly com- 
pleted two wells in Section 16-23-8, No. 96, 
good for 150 bbis. from the Bartlesville 
sand, and No. 98, doing 300 bbls. from 
the Skinner sand. The Winona Oil Co.’s 
No. 9 on the Opah farm, in the southeast 
of the southwest quarter of Section 33-22- 
10, is a 200-bbl. well from sand at 1,608 to 
1,702 feet. Other Osage completions were 
small wells. 


Still Affected by Cold. 

The Mid-Continent field had not recov- 
ered from its recent period of frigidity 
at the close of the reports on field opera- 
tions, and wells shut down were recorded 
from every portion of Kansas and Okla- 
homa. The number of completed wells 
was 11 fewer than the week previous and 
the total amount of new production de- 
creased 3,765 bbls. from the week before. 
Cold, lack of water and very bad roads 
all contributed in tieing up operations in 
this part of the country. There were a 
few wells reported that were big enough 
to attract notice, but the great majority 
of those that were finished were of small 
calibre. No new territory was opened 
with the exception of the god prospects 
in Payne County, made possible by the 
Gypsy Oil Co.’s No. 1 on the Conrad farm, 
which, together with the Magnolia Petro- 
leum Co.’s well that recently found the 
oil sand on the Applegate farm, appear 
to extend the Yale pool and are hopeful 
signs of good things to come east and 
south of the older pool. 


A Report on Woodward County. 

Woodward County continues to puzzle 
and annoy men who feel disposed to take 
a chance in that direction and frequent 
inquiries are made for news from that 
mysterious portion of the State. A reli- 
able man was sent to Woodward by one 
of the large companies to make a report 
on what he saw and learned from others. 
His instructions were to get the truth, if 
possible, of the status of the Red Hill 
Oil & Gas Co.’s test in Section 23-23-21, 
which the owners claimed was an oil well, 
but which they closely boarded up and 
barricated with barbed wire. The report 
was not encouraging. He says the well is 
down 1,565 feet. The owners, he says, 
claim to have a hole full of oil, but, the 





investigator states, the bailer was run 


down the hole five times and, as near as 
he was able to learn, only a half bailer 
cf oil was brought to the surface. He 
characterizes the well as ‘‘absolutely no 
good” in his opinion and that of others, 
including several leading Blackwell con- 
tractors. There was a farm sold in 
Woodward County a short time ago for 
$55,000 and it was reported that it was 
sold for drilling purposes, but this inves- 
tigator declares that the purchaser has 
no intention to break into the oil busi- 
ness, but bought the land for a truck 
farm, and will use an irrigation system to 
get results. The only acreage that has 
“changed hands” for oil operations has 
been bought by Woodward County peo- 
ple. This is the latest information ob- 
tainable on Woodward County, and as 
it comes from what would generally be 
considered a reliable and trustworthy 
source, it does not give that county a 
very promising outlook. There is another 
well in the county which is now being 
drilled close to where it should be deter- 
mined whether or not there is oil. Its 
completion is awaited with hopefulness 
by those who are inclined to think well 
of Woodward as a possible oil territory. 
Perhaps it may change the appearance of 
things. 
In Pawnee County. 


Only one completion was reported from 
the Cleveland district, in Pawnee County, 
during the week. John H. Markahm, Jr., 
completed a well on the Van Eman farm, 
Section 20-20-7, good for 40 bbls. from the 
Skinner sand. The well was shot. Olive, 
in Creek County, showed a 100-bbl. well in 
the Ohio Cities Gas Co.’s No. 3 in the 
northwest corner of Section 34-19-7, on 
the Ellis farm. Squirrel sand was found 
at 2,475 to 2,490 feet, from which the well 
is Mowing naturally. In the Mannford 
district of Pawnee County, Barker, Brad- 
ley and others’ No. 6 on the Barker farm, 
in the northwest quarter of the northeast 
quarter of Section 27-18-10, is a 40-bbl. 
wel] after a shot in sand from 2,000 to 
2,028 feet deep. 

The big Cushing district reported only 
one well completed. Seven new rigs were 
built, but the only well finished was that 
of C. B. Shaffer, No. 8 on the Bruner 
farm, in the northeast of the southwest 
of the northeast quarter of Section 33- 
17-7, which is good for 25 bbls. 


In Tulsa County. 


In Tulsa County, the Paloma Oil Co.’s 
No. 1 on Lot 109, in the southwest of the 
northeast quarter of Section 16-20-12, is 
a 20-bbl. well after a shot. Bates & 
Tisron, on the Mackey farm, in the south- 
east of the southwest quarter of Section 
34-19-12, Red Fork district, started off at 
25 bbls. after a shot. The Glenn pool 
showed three completions, the best of 
which was The Texas Oil Co.’s No. 10 on 
the Watson farm, in the northeast quar- 
ter of the southeast quarter of Section 
33-18-12, which is producing 200 bbis. a 
day from the Tanaha sand. The well is 
only 2 feet in the sand, the top of which 
was reached at a depth of 1,775 feet. 
The Prairie Oil & Gas Co. has a 60-bbl. 
well on the Ishmael farm. It is No. 4 and 
is located in the northeast of the north- 
east quarter of Section 24-18-12. Hamil- 
ton and others’ No. 1 on the Bunger farm, 





in the southwest of the southwest quarter 
of Section 12-18-12, responded to a shot 
with 40 bbls, production. Bird Creek re- 
ported new work but nothing finished. 
Two dusters and a 50-bbl. well were re- 
ported out of Broken Arrow. Bearman 
and others completed a dry hole at 1,405 
feet in the southeast corner of Section 
13-18-14, Barnett farm, and Ike Simons 
and his associates completed a failure at 
1,597 feet on the Haikey farm, in the 
northeast corner of the southwest quar- 
ter of Section 30-18-14. The Edgar Oil Co. 
has a well doing 50 bbls. on the Miller 
farm, in Section 35-18-14. The well has 
nét been shot. It is No. 5 on the ‘lease. 
Along with a considerable amount of new 
work, the Bixby district reports four 
completions, two of them dry holes and 
two wells good for 200 bbls. each. The 
New York Oil Co.’s No. 6 on the Gibson 
farm, in the southwest of the southwest 
of the northeast quarter of Section 25-17- 
14, is dry at 1,257 feet, and R. Mock and 
others abandoned their well on the Bear 
farm, in the southeast of the northeast 
of the southeast quarter of Section 22-16- 
13, after drilling it 1,760 feet and getting 
nothing. The Prairie Oil & Gas Co. has 
a 200-bbl. well on the Perryman farm, 
in the center of the south line of the 
southeast of the northwest of Section 15- 
16-13, from sand at 1,621 to 1,644 feet. 
The well was shot with 60 quarts of ex- 
prosive. H. F. Wilcox got. the other 200- 
bbl. well, located on the Bear farm, in 
the center of the east line of the south- 
east of the southeast quarter of Section 
22-16-13, from sand at 1,736 to 1,746 feet. 
It has not been shot. 
Gasser at Bald Hill. 

Bald Hill was the scene of a number of 
completions, none of them big producers. 
The Hanson Oil & Gas Co. completed a 
9,000,000-foot gas well in the northwest 
of the northwest quarter of Section 32- 
14-14, on the Ashley farm. The gas sand 
was found at 1,745 feet. The Texas Oil 
Co. completed a dry hole in No. 5 on the 
McIntosh farm, in the center of the west 
line of the northeast of the northeast of 
Section 1-15-14. The well was abandoned 
at 1,330 feet. Steinberger and others have 
a 25-bbl. well in No. 6 on the Lewis farm, 
in the northwest quarter of Section 20-15- 
14. The Massachusetts-Oklahoma Oil Co.’s 
No. 3 on the Osborne farm, in the center 
of the east line of the southwest of the 
northwest quarter of Section 21-15-14, is 
dry at 1,740 feet. Tine Okmulgee Produc- 
ing & Refining Co. completed No. 2 on 
the Miller farm, in the southwest quarter 
of Section 16-13-14, and has a 25-bbl. pro- 
ducer. The Prairie Oil & Gas Co. got a 
20-bbl. well in No. 2 on the Rentie farm, 
in the southeast quarter of Section 5-14- 
14, and the Twin Hills Oil & Gas Co. did 
the same in its No. 1 Buchanan farm 
completion, in the northwest quarter of 
Section 6-14-14. The Okmulgee Produc- 
ing & Refining Co.’s big well on the 
Huckaby farm, in Section 25-14-11, is hold- 
ing up in a way that makes the territory 
roundabout it full of promise. The well 
is producing 600 bls. a day, or there- 
abouts, at the present time, which is a 
better showing than it made when it 
came in two weeks ago. The only thing 
that has held, back immediate new work 
about this well has been the weather. 

200-Bbl. Well at Coweta. 

In Muskogee County and the country 
north of it, the past week has been de- 
void of sensations. The Coweta shallow 
sand received a set-back when Frank 
Wright completed a dry hole in Section 
27-18-16. The Fifty-Five Oil Co.’s first 








weli on the Hagar Sandy, which was put 
to pumping last week after several weeks 
of waiting, is doing 50 bbls. a day. This 
well was rated as a 200-bbl. well. It made 
several nice flows after it was drilled a 
few feet into the sand and its present 
production is a disagreeable surprise. The 
company is drilling No. 2 and when it is 
completed No. 1 will be drilled deeper. 
In the Boynton district, Barnes & Powell 
have a duster on the Rentie farm, in the 
center of the east line of the west half of 
the southwest of the northwest quarter 
of Section 7-14-15. This was the only 
well completed in the district. In the 
Coweta district, the Livingston Oil Cor- 
poration completed a 200-bbl. well in 
No. 6 on the Childers farm, in the north- 
east of the southeast of the southwest 
quarter of Section 30-17-15. The well had 
sand from 1,148 to 1,169 feet and was shot 
with 80 quarts of explosive. In the Has- 
kell section, Kistler an dothers, on the 
Taylor farm, have a dry hole in No. 1, 
in the center of the west half of the 
southeast quarter of Section 20-15-16. The 
Minnetonka Oil & Gas Co. has a 6,000,000- 
foot gas well in No. 1 on the Richards 
farm, in the northwest of,.the northwest 
of Section 34-16-15. Harris Brothers com- 
pleted a 25-bbl. well in No. 2 on the 
Grayson farm, in the southeast quarter 
of Section 30-16-15, and the Melba Oil Co.’s 
No. 2 on the Fields farm, in the north- 
east quarter of Section 17- 16-15, is good 
for 15 bbls. 

The Yale pool is coming in for a great 
deal of attention just now because of 
recent extensions south and east, which 
give promisé of the opening of much 
more territory further on in the direction 
indicated. The Magnolia Petroleum Co.’s 
test on the Applegate farm, in Section 
20-19-6, which was the farthest south of 
the wells in the Yale pool, gives prom- 
ise of a gocd producer from the Skinner 
sand, and now the Gypsy Oil Co. has a 
well on the J. H. Conrad farm, in Section 
17-19-6, a mile and a half north and a 
half mile west of the Magnolia well, 
which has 2,000 feet of oil in the hole and 
which is expected to be a good well. It 
will not be drilled in until after Christ- 
mas. It is in the Bartlesville sand. Be- 
tween these wells and the main body of 
producing wells in the pool are two dry 
holes, wide apart, which fact is taken to 
indicate that Magnolia and Gypsy have 
found a continuation of the prolific por- 
tion of the structure and that beyond 
them are possibilities well worth the at- 
tention of the operator. In the northwest 
corner of the southeast quarter of Sec- 
tion 6-19-6, on the Brock farm, the Alice 
Kathryn Oil Co. completed No. 2 at a 
depth of 3,151 feet and the well is doing 
110 bbls. after a 40-quart shot. The Cush- 
ing Hart Development Co., which has 
had a well shut down at 300 feet for a 
long time, in the southwest of the south- 
west quarter of Section 13-18-6, Wilson 
farm, has abandoned it. The reason for 
the abandonment is not stated. In the 
Maramec district, in Section 36-20-5, the 
Cosden Oil & Gas Co. has completed a 
275-bbl. well on the Hoskins farm, in the 
southeast quarter of the section. It is 
producing naturally from the Bartlesville 
sand at a depth of 3,130-54 feet. It is 
No. 9 on the farm. 


With the exception of a 5,000,000-foot 
gas well, the Empire Gas & Fuel Co.’s 
No. 1 on the Hobaugh farm, in the center 
of the southeast of the southwest quarter 
of Section 30-29-1 east, there was nothing 
completed in Kay County. This well 
found the gas sand at 1,916 feet. Kay 
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Steel Invincible 
Drilling Cables 


are made differently for each oil field. The peculiar conditions in 
YOUR field have been studied by our experts; and a cable has been 
especially designed to give long, satisfactory, economical service under 
those very conditions. 

Consider this important point in your choice of drilling lines. 
Consider, also, that B. & B. Patent Steel Invincible Cables reach out 
with the elasticity of manila lines yet are tougher, stronger and 
much more durable. Their ability to withstand the friction of sand 
and stone is remarkable. They are soft-laid, non-kinking, flexible— 
with the strength of steel. 

The downright quality of B. & B. Patent Steel Invincible Cables 
makes them the most economical for you to use. Investigate them. 
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FREE—MONTHLY MAGAZINE—FREE 
Write for our magazine, The Yellow Strand. 
It’s free for a year. Also ask for Catalog K-2 


BRODERICK.& BASCOM ROPE Co. 
ST. LOUIS 
Branches: New York and Seattle 
Factories: St. Louis and Seattle. Agents Everywhere 




















FAR-STRETCHING ACRES OF CRUDE 


“INTERNATIONAL - ARDMORE’S” 
immensely productive oil properties 
are distributed widely over the Mid- 
Continent field. 

Thus the crude output is practically 
independent of conditions applying 
to a particular locality. Only a com- 
bination of mischances could affect 
this steady stream from old “mother 
earth.” 
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‘Keep This in Mind. 


Our extensive refineries at Cushing 
and Ardmore, Okla., are amply able 
to take care. of the 10,000 barrels 
daily output from these wells. 


Ample tank cars, too, are available 
for the prompt movement to our 
patrons of the high-grade, strictly 
straight run products manufactured 
by this company. 
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INTERNATIONAL-ARDMORE REFINING ,DIVISION 
&,THE,OHIO CITIES GAS COMPANY soos 


TULSA, OKLAHOMA 
.__International Refinery: Cushing, Okla. 
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Ardmore Refinery: Ardmore, Okla. 
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County is being freely drilled, but com- 
pletions come slowly, and during recent 
days it suffered the slump common to all 
the Mid-Continent districts because of the 
extreme cold and the lack of water. 


Dry Hole at Billings. 


The Prairie Oil & Gas Co.’s dry test on 
the Chapman farm, in the southwest cor- 
ner of the southeast quarter of Section 
14-23-2 west, Billings district, Noble 
County, is the only completion reported 
from that part of the State. This was 
regarded as a somewhat important test. 
Bight feet of Hoover sand was found at 
2,160 feet and below, but there was so 
much water in it that the well was given 
up as a failure. The Garber district had 
nothing to report in the way of comple- 
tions. The Sinclair Oil & Gas Co., drill- 
ing with a rotary outfit, has reached. the 
top of the Hotscn sand in its well on the 
L. E. Crews farm, in the northwest cor- 
ner of the east half of the southwest quar- 
ter of Section 19-22-3 west. There is a 
showing of oil and it is expected the well 
will be a good BHotson sand producer, but 
it is thought that the rotary will be sent 
to the Bartlesville sand, looked for at a 
depth of about 4,200 feet in that region. 
This is the third well to find the Hotson 
sand. The first two are holding up their 
production in a very encouraging way. 
The Empire Gas & Fuel Co.’s No. 10 on 
the Hotson farm, in the northwest quar- 
ter of Section 35-22-4 west, is very near 
the new sand depth and is cleaning out. 
The Sinclair Oil & Gas Co. on the Harris 
farm, in the southeast quarter of Section 
22-22-4, is drilling within 100 feet of the 
top of the Hotson sand and the Roxana 
Petroleum Co. is estimated to be within 
200 feet of it in its well on the Schrader 
farm, in the southwest corner of Section 
18-22-83 west. The Carter Oil Co. will 
soon be ready to shoot its No. 1 on the 
Stine farm, in the southwest corner of 
the northwest quarter of Section 12-22-4 
west, two and a half miles south of Gar- 
ber, in the Ponca City sand, 2,300 feet in 
depth. This well was spudded in on Nov. 
29, 1916, and has been a very expensive 
investment. Up to July 12, 1917, it is 
said that the well cost the company $38,- 
000, or about $170 a day. Since that time 
the trouble encountered has not been ‘so 
bad, but men on the ground are of the 
opinion that $50,000 must have been ex- 
pended to have drilled the well to its 
total depth of 2,650 feet, the well having 
been plugged back to 2,300 feet on ac- 
count of a crooked hole. The Ponca City 
sand was reached late in April. There 
was 12 feet of it, tight but oil bearing. 
Beneath it was 17 feet of gray sandy 
lime, then six feet of gray sand and 
lastiy hard lime. Several sands were en- 
countered on the way down, all of them 
oil bearing, and below the oil sands a 
big water sand was encountered. It is 
expected to be a fair producer of high- 
gravity oil after a shot. The same sand 
in the Kay County field produces all the 
way from 30 to 675 bbls. daily for several 
months. The Garber district has not suf- 
fered from a lack of water, as it is for- 
tunate in having springs and reservoirs. 
Billings, on the contrary, was hit by the 
long dry spell and many wells are shut 
down. The Midco, one of the biggest 
operators in the pool, has shut down 
everything it has there. 


Washington County reported five com- 
pletions last week. The Tidal Oil Co. has 
a 50-bb]. well in No. 5 on the Addie Bear- 
paw farm, in Section 36-27-13. T. C. 
Bruere completed No. 1 on the Emmett 
Dougherty farm, in Section 29-16-14, and 
has a 25-bbl. well. The Creta Oil Co.’s 
No. 1 on the G. M. Janeway farm, in 
Section 7-28-13, is a small well, and the 
Alimo Oil Co. has a duster in No. 1 on 
the W. A. Preece, in Section 15-28-13. The 
National Oil & Development Co. .com- 
pleted a well good for 25 bbls. in No. 22 
on the George Whiteturkey farm. There 


are 14 rigs and 49 drilling wells in the 
Bartlesville district at present. 
Oklahoma men who have just returned 
from the territory around Ranger, Brown- 
wood and Mineral Springs, in Texas, say 
it is the liveliest part of the Mid-Conti- 
nent region. Brownwood is the hub of 
the excitement. It is reported that the 
big well in Ranger which came in several 
weeks ago is now producing 1,600 bbls. 
a day, a large increase over its first pro- 
duction. Many thousands acres of land 
have been leased of late and the shallow 
territory will soon be the scene of great 
activity in the way of operations. 


Thawing Out in Kansas. 


The Butler County: field, which was 
completely frozen during the recent cold 
snap, has thawed out sufficiently to get 
down to a resumption of operations. 
When they thawed out it was found that 
many water lines had burst, which has 
made a general overhauling of lines nec- 
essary. 


According to information coming from 
El Dorado, the use of electric motors at 
oil wells will soon become common. One 
company is said to have purchased 1,000 
motors and another company has or- 
dered 49. There is not enough gas to 
operate the wells to the satisfaction of 
the owners, which is the reason for the 
use of electricity. 


In the heart of the big Empire Gas & 
Fuel Co.’s lease on the Enyart tract, in 
Butler County, is a little one-acre piece 
set aside as a school lot. There is a keen 
fight on for possession of it for drilling 
purposes and the matter is in the courts 
and the end is not yet. The story of the 
one acre is long, but briefly summed 
up it is that the voters have acted favor- 
ably on a proposition advanced by the 
Revert Oil Co. to pay a cash bonus of 
$3,500 and $3,500 out of the first oil pro- 
duced from the land and to give the 
school district a one-eighth royalty on all 
the oil obtained from the acre. The Em- 
pire Gas & Fuel Co. object to the oper- 
ation of the tract by another company 
because it would necessitate the drilling 
of four offsets to the well. The Empire 
had offered to build a school house on the 
tract and present it to the district, but 
the Revert proposition struck the fancy 
of the voters and they accepted it. How- 
ever, the various parties in the matter 
have agreed to do nothing until the re- 
turn of Judge Ayres of the District Court. 
when the above and other earlier phases 
of the situation will be thrashed out. 


No Big Wells Completed. 


Butler County made a slightly better 
record of wells completed in this week’s 
report of field operations than it did last 
week, when only half a dozen comple- 
tions were reported. There is not a big 
well in the lot, but this is as it has been 
for several weeks. The gusher period of 
Butler County, history may not have 
passed altogether, but it is a fact that 
many weeks have elapsed since a big 
well was reported from that territory 
which was supplying them so freely in 
the summer and early fall that a 500-bbl. 
well was not considered as worthy of 
second thought. This week’s list of com- 
pletions show one 300-bbl. well and the 
others compartively small, some of them 
being below the average of all the wells, 
old and new, in the El Dorado field. The 
Ramsey Oil Co.’ No. 5 on the Dunkle 
farm, in the southeast of the southeast 
quarter of Section 5-25-5, got the sand 
from 2,486 to 2,504 feet and is estimated 
to be good for 125 bbls. The same com- 
pany’s No. 6 on the Dunkle farm, in the 
southeast of the southeast quarter of 
Section 5-25-5, is a 175-bbl. well in sand 
from 2,483 to 2,501 feet. The Eureka Oil 
Co.’s No. 13 on the famous Williams 
farm, in the northwest of the northwest 
quarter of 11-26-4, is doing a scant 80 
bbls. from sand at 2,370 to 2,417 feet. The 
Paragon Oil Co. has a 75-bbl. well: in 








No. 12 on the Bnyart farm, in the south- 
west of the northeast quarter of Section 
12-26-4. Sand was found at 2,401-78 feet. 
The Southwestern Petroleum Co.’s No. 10 
on the Woodward farm, in the southeast 
of the northwest quarter of Section 30- 
26-5, is a 150-bbl. well. The top of the 
sand was found at a depth of 2,405 feet 
and the well was drilled in 79 feet. Lewis 
& Page have a 300-bbl. well on the Koog- 
ler farm. It is No. 6, located in center 
of the south line of the southeast of the 
southeast quarter of Section 30-26-5. 
There is 45 feet of sand, the top of which 
is at 2,615 feet. The Monitor Oil Co. has 
a million-foot gasser in No. 5 on the 
Brown farm, in the southwest of the 
northwest of Section 22-28-4. The gas 
sand was encountered at 1,720 feet and 
the well is three feet in. 


Among the Wildcats. 


The Cowley Oil Co.’s No. 1 on the 
Magnusen farm, in the northeast of the 
southwest quarter of Section 14-30-4, Cow- 
ley County, has been shut down since the 
one day it pumped 25 bbls. of oil from 
‘sand at a depth of 2,815 feet. Benedum 
& Trees have No. 3 on the Clark farm, 
in the southwest of the northwest quar- 
ter of Section 6-31-4, down to 2,970 feet, 
and the Empire Gas & Fuel Co. is down 
3,173 feet in No. 1 on the Peacock farm, 
in the northwest of the southeast quarter 
of Section 36-32-4, and shut down at that 
depth. Both these drilling wells are 
deeper than the well on the Magnusen 
farm, but they have had no showing as 
yet. There are 10 drilling wells and three 
rigs up in Cowley County and four of 
the 10 are down over 2,000 feet. 


In Sumner County there are three wells 
down 2,600 feet or over. They are the 
Empire Gas & Fuel Co.’s No. 1 on the 
Hanson farm, in Section 36-34-2, 2,500 
feet; the Kansas City Oil Co.’s No. 1 
Birsh, in Section 10-36-1, down 2,600 feet, 
and the National Union Oil Co.’s No. 1 on 
the Boatright farm, in Section 13-24-2, 
which has reached 2,685 feet. 

In Greenwood County, where there are 
22 drilling wells and 17 rigs, the Foster 
Oil Co., after reaching a depth of 1,840 
feet in No. 4 on the Johnson farm, in the 
northeast of the northwest quarter of 
Section 23-24-12, plugged back to gas at, 
615 feet. The Great Southern Oil Co.’s 
No. 1, in the northwest of the southeast 
of Section 2-26-8, is pumping 200 bbls. a 
day from a depth of 2,431 feet. The 
Wichita Natural Gas Co. is down 3,010 
feet in No. 1 on the Edgar farm, in the 
northeast of the southeast quarter of 
Section 35-27-8. Other wells which have 
reached a depth of 2,000 feet or more are 
the Great Southern Oil Co.’s No. 3 on 
the Stanhope farm, in the northeast of 
the northwest quarter of Section 22-26-8, 
the Mid-Kansas Oil Co.’s No. 2 on the 
Bryden farm, in the southeast of the 
southwest quarter of Section 36-25-8, 
which is underreaming at 2,000 feet, and 
the Sinclair Oil & Gas Co.’s No. 1 on the 
Loveland farm, in the southeast of the 
southwest quarter of Section 22-25-12, 
shut down for water at 2,135 feet. 

The old fields of Kansas had nothing 
of interest to report. Chautauqua Coun- 
ty, which has been the scene of much 
activity of late, showed two dusters. One 
is the Scott Oil Syndicate well on the 
Kirchner farm, in Section 32-34-11. The 
hole showed 28 feet of Peru sand, which 
was shot with no results. In the Berry 
pool, the Elgin Oil Co. abandoned its 
No. 4 on the Hewitt farm, in Section 
34-34-17, after drilling into water at 2,113 
feet. The McMann Oil Co. is drilling at 
1,200 feet on the Ellis farm, in Section 35- 
34-10, which is an interesting location. 

No. 5 of John C. Keys and others on 
the Gross farm, in Section 25-1s-10w, Cot- 
ton County, Okla., blew itself_in on Sat- 
urday and the well is estimated to be 
good for 70,000,000 feet. The Lone Star 
Gas Co. has purchased part of the output. 





WORK PICKS UP AT WELLSVILLE. 


WELLSVILLE, Kan., Dec. 24.—After a 
week’s shut-down, operations in this field 
are again active, although much restrict- 
ed by lack of water. Operators who are 
working are hauling water in tanks two 
and three miles. 

Tracy Ballard drilled in the best well 
of the week, No. 2 on the W. E. Loomer 
lease, in Section 31-16-21. This is on the 
“shoestring”? and showed 39 feet of good 
sand and a very good showing of oil, the 
oil being 200 feet in the hole when the 
sand was driiled through. 

No. 2 on the F. E. Wolf lease, held by 
F. BE. Wolf, proved up some unfavorable 
territory. This well is in the northwest 
quarter of Section 19-16-21 and showed 
16 feet of sand. The showing of oil will 
make it about a 20-bbl. producer. No. 1 
on the lease in this quarter showed sand 
but no oil. This lease is south of the 
750-foot sand in Section 18-16-21 and west 
of the proven Walnut Creek field. 

No. 5 on the F. S. Royer lease, Section 
10-16-21, was a failure. This lease is held 
by the Doris Oil & aGs Co. No. 5 was 
south of the four producers on the lease. 

The Valentine Oil & Gas Co. abandoned 
No. 8 on the P. R. Smith lease in Section 
33-14-21 at 950 feet. There was a showing 
of gas at 750 feet and also at 850 feet, 
but not enough to justify saving the well. 
This well is east of the proven gas field 
and apparently Jimits it to a width of six 
locations. 

Roby, Ruff, Ainsworth et al. have the 
bit 15 feet in the sand at 680 feet in No. 1 
on the A. C. Pflug lease, in the southwest 
corner of Section 24-16-21, but are shut 
down with a bad cave. This is in ad- 
vance of the “shoestring’”’ production and 
is being watched with interest, as high 
lease prices are being paid for leases in 
line with it. Neiswender & Brendel sold 
a one-half interest in the Fred Phillips 
lease, in the north half of Section 23-16- 
21, for $20,000, to Kansas City parties, 
whose work will be in charge of George 
Warr. Neiswender & Brendel paid $12,000 
for the lease. The Love 80, just east of 
this, is said to have sold for $21,000, part 
to be paid in oil. These leases are be- 
tween the “shoestring’’ and the well of 
the Home Oil Co. in Section 14-16-21 and 
are just west of the new sand drilled into 
on the Murphy lease. 

The oil from No. 2 on the Wisdom lease, 
in Section 29-16-21, has been tested and 
shows 388 gravity. This is a green oil 
and of a higher grade than any other oil 
in the field except that from the 750-foot 
sand in Section 18-16-21. 

The Prairie pipe line has connected 
with the Ashton Development Co.’s tanks 
on the Thomas lease in Section 31-16-21 
and 500 bbls. was pumped out last week. 

A.F.C.,JR. 





OIL MAN ROBBED AND KILLED. 


DRUMRIGHT, Okla., Dec. 22.—William 
Shrapnack, 40 years old, was murdered 
and robbed, presumably on Friday night. 
The body was found Saturday morning 
four miles south of this town. The man, 
who was employed by an oil company, 
had in his possession about $500 and this 
was taken by his murderer. It is believed 
Shrapnack was killed in his room and 
that the body was taken from the apar't- 
ment to where it was subsequently found. 
William Cecil was arrested on suspicion 
of having some knowledge of the killing. 





FATAL FALL FROM DERRICK. 


BUTLER, Pa., Dec. 21.—Joseph Bezler, 
aged 55 years, fell from an oil derrick 
while engaged in his work near Petrolia. 
on Wednesday of this week, and his death 
resulted soon after. He had been a resi- 
dent of Petrolia during the past 30 years 
and was prominent in the oil industry. 
His wife, a son and daughter survive. 
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East Texas and Louisiana 


By W. L. 
PRODUCTION COMING BACK. 


SHREVEPORT, La.? Dec. 22.—Official 
announcement that the, strike of oil field 
workers in the Texas and Louisiana fields 
would be settled had but little effect on 
this territory, as the situation had al- 
ready adjusted itself to such an extent 
that the strike was practically a thing of 
the past. The production of the field is 
steadily improving, last week’s figures 
showing an increase of 6,485 bbls. daily, 
and bringing the average up to 20,470 
bbis. a day. The production of the De 
Soto and Red River districts is now about 
5,550 bbls. daily, which is about 2,000 bbls. 
a day less than it was before the strike, 
and the production of the Caddo and East 
Texas districts is 20,500 bbls., about 6,500 
bbls. a day less than before the shut- 
down occurred. Many of the wells are 
being cleaned out and will be put in bet- 
ter shape than before the strike, but 
others have been clogged up and killed. 
At the best, the strike has caused a heavy 
financial loss to all concerned and it is 
difficult to see where any one has profited 
by it. 

Nearly all of the civilian guards who 
were placed in the field at the expense of 
the oil companies to guard lives and prop- 
erty have been withdrawn, only about 
25 being left of the 200 who had been on 
guard since the 1st of November. About 
400 gallons of liquor was seized by the 
Sheriff’s order, consigned to oil-field resi- 
dents, but this will probably be released 
now that the strike has been declared off. 

The Texas Co.’s big well in the Pine 
Island district is still flowing at the rate 
of 2,500 bbls. a day, and the heavy-oil pro- 
duction has been raised to 6,435 bbls. a 
day, at least 1,000 bbls. a day more than 
it was before the shut-down in November. 
A gas separator has been installed at the 
big well and some of the gas is being 
used for fuel for drilling operations and 
the rest piped to the main line. Tankage 
has been provided for the oil and g&ath- 
ering lines have already been run through 
this district. 

Mayor Ford, of Shreveport, has issued 
a proclamation forbidding the explosion 
of fireworks or firearms of any nature 
whatsoever within a distance of 300 feet 
of any building, gin, oil or gas well, tank, 
oil or gas pipe line, in Caddo Parish. It 
is thought possible that alien enemies 
might take advantage of the opportun- 
ities for Christmas celebration and under 
cover of an otherwise innocent and harm- 
less amusement destroy valuable prop- 
erty. Possibilities of fire in the oil fields 
caused by innocent and well-meaning per- 
sons by the use of fireworks are also not 
to be disregarded. 


Drilling Operations. 


A general resumption of drilling opera- 
tions is in evidence in the Caddo field, 
and especially noticeable is the activity 
in the Pine Island district, where most of 
the completions of the past few months 
have been made. 

There were three completions made in 
Caddo during the past week. The Gulf 
Refining Co. brought in a 75-bbl. flowing 
well in No. 125 Ferry Lake, Section 23- 
20-16, at 2,200 feet; the Standard Oil Co. 
completed No. 9 Caddo Levee Board, Sec- 
tion 4-20-16, flowing 40 bbls., and Clark & 
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Greer got a 50-bbl. pumper in No. 1 Hern- 
don, Section 22-21-15, in the Pine Island 
district. 

Most of the new work in the Caddo 
field is being started in the Pine Island 
district, where a good grade of heavy oil 
is being produced, bringing a dollar a 
barrel and even more at contract prices. 

In Section 27-21-15, near the new Texas 
Co. well, the Standard Oil Co. is rigging 
up to drill No. 1 Christian; the Old Farm- 
ers Oil Co. has derrick up for No. 1 Noel; 
the Rowe Oil Co. is rigging up to drill 
No. 3 Solly; the Dixie Oil Co. is rigging 
up to drill No. 1 Christian and has der- 
rick up for No. 2 and is drilling No. 4 
Slattery at 750 feet; the Old Settlers Oil 
Co. is drilling at 110 feet in No. 2 Pardue, 
and Wolf & Keen are drilling at 865 feet 
in No. 1 Watkins. 


The Richardson Oil Co. made a test in 
No. 2 Solly, Section 28-21-15, getting a 
good showing of oi] and gas at 2,220 feet, 
but is going to drill a little deeper; drill- 
ing has been resumed in No. 2 Askew, 
which was shut down at 700 feet on ac- 
count of the Heilperin well going wild; 
derrick is up for No. 2 on the Louisiana 
Gas Co. lease in Section 33-21-15, and No. 
1 Dixon, Sectfon 27-21-14, five miles east 
of the Pine Island production, is setting 
414-inch casing at 2,690 feet. 

The Republic Oil & Refining Co. is re- 
building derrick and rig which were de- 
stroyed by fire in No. 1 Hardy, Section 
29-21-15, and in the same section the Lib- 
eral Oil Co. is down 500 feet in No. 1 
Hobbs, and Kinnebrew & Ratcliff have 
derrick up for No. 1 Muslow. 


The Richey Oil Co. is drilling at 2,210 
feet in No. 5 Bickham, Section 28-21-15, 
and has derrick up for No. 6; the Romax 
Oil Co. has set 10-inch casing in No. 2 
Pardue, Section 21-21-15, at 90 feet, and 
has derrick up for No. 1 in the same sec- 
tion, and the Shamrock Oil Co. is rigging 
up to drill No. 1 Herndon in Section 22- 
21-15. 

The Rowe Oil Co. completed No. 2 Solly 
in Section 28-21-15, but it will not flow, 
and standard rig is being built to pump. 
Thos. Ward et al. have derrick up for 
No. 1 White in Section 15-21-15, and are 
down 1,550 feet in No. 1 Huckaby, Sec- 
tion 11-21-15, temporarily closed down re- 
pairing water lines. 

The Texas Co. is building derrick for 
No. 2 Heilperin, adjoining the Heilperin 
gusher in Section 28-21-15, and is building 
standard rig to pump Slattery B-6 in Sec- 
tion 22-21-15. Derricks are up for No. 1 
Crawford in Section 28-21-15 and for No. 1 
Raines in Section 27-21-15. 

R. T. Layne has derrick up and expects 
to begin drilling in a few days on the 
Caddo Levee Board lease in Section 10- 
19-15, three miles southeast of Moorings- 
port. 

The Red River Valley Oil Co. made a 
test for oil in the shallow sand in No. 1 
Douglass, Section 29-20-14, six miles east 
of Mooringsport, at 835 feet, but got no 
showing and are drilling deeper. 

The Arkansas Natural Gas Co. is drill- 
ing at 1,200 feet in No. 59 Newberry, Sec- 
tion 34-20-16, south of Ferry -Lake. 

There is only one rig running in the 
old De Soto field and nothing new in 
sight. The Texas Co. is drilling at 960 
feet in B. Y. Wemple B-5, Section 14-12- 





11, and No. 25 Christine, Section 23-12-12, 
has set 6-inch casing and is standing at 
2,520 feet. 

The Developers Oil & Refining Co. is 
down 1,840 feet in a test on the Safford 
lease in Section 2-11-11, five miles south 
of Gusher Bend. 

In the Black Lake district, south of the 
Red River field, the Vogeler Oil Co. lost 
a string of 4-inch casing in trying to 
straighten the hole and has a bad fish- 
ing job at 1,800 feet. The Arkansas Nat- 
ural Gas Co. is drilling in hard rock at 
1,025 feet in No. 58 Giddens, Section 29- 
11-6, and the Pardee Land Co. is arrang- 
ing to drill deeper in No. 1 fee, Section 
24-12-7, which has been closed down at 
2,620 feet. 

Bossier Parish. 


In the Elm Grove district, Bossier Par- 
ish, The Texas Co. completed a 40.000,000- 
foot gas well in No. 2-Caplis, Section 24- 
16-12, at 785 feet. The Hodges Oil Co. 
is drilling at 1,375 feet in No. 3 Marshall, 
Section 18-16-12, and the Standard Oil Co. 
is drilling at 1,950 feet in Washington 
No. 1, Section 31-16-11. 

In the Plain Dealing district, the Atlas 
Oil Co. is bailing 6-inch casing in No. 1 
Keith, Section 15-22-13, for a test at 2,350 
feet. 

South of Bodcaw Lake and about half 
way between the Elm Grove and Plain 
Dealing districts, the Standard Oil Co. 
has started drilling a test on the Heil- 
perin lease in Section 32-20-11. 

Miscellaneous Operations. 


In Morehouse Parish, the Commercial 
Oil & Gas Co. is drilling at 2,000 feet in 
No. 2 Austin-McLain, Section 14-19-4, and 
the Mountain Gulf Oil Co. is drilling at 
2,285 feet in Spyker No. 1, Section 39-20-5. 

In Ouachita Parish, the Ouachita Nat- 
ural Gas & Oil Co. is drilling at 1,960 feet 
in No. 2 Trezevant, Section 40-20-4; the 
Perryville Oil & Gas Co. is arranging to 
resume drilling No. 1 Perry, Section 19- 
20-5, and the Central Co. is temporarily 
shut down in No. 1 Kerr, Section 12-19-4, 
at 1,925 feet, repairing rotary. 


In Union Parish, the Federal Petroleum 
Co. is drilling at 1,850 feet in No. 1 on 
the Union Sawmill Co. lease, Section 
13-20-3. 

Towards the center of the State, sev- 
eral tests are being drilled which are 
being closely watched for possible oil and 
gas development. In Grant Parish, the 
Natachi Oil & Gas Co. had a good show- 
ing of gas at 1,280 feet in Fletcher No. 1, 
Section 16-7-4, and is now drilling in 
chalk rock at 1,300 feet. A test will be 
made for oil, as indications are consid- 
ered favorable. 

In Rapides Parish, the Cotile Oil Co. is 
drilling at 1,200 feet in No. 2 Boyce, Sec- 
tion 24-5-3. 

South of the Logansport district, in 
Sabine Parish, Pomeroy & Hamilton are 
arranging to set 44-inch casing at 2,450 
feet in No. 1 on the Long Leaf Lumber 
Co. lease in Section 30-6-12; the Federal 
Petroleum Co. is pulling casing to aban- 
don No. 1 Hatcher, Section 27-9-14, which 
tested dry at 3,200 feet, and The Texas 
Co. is drilling at 1,760 feet in Logan A-7, 
Section 26-10-12. 

West of Logansport, in Shelby County, 
Texas, The Texas Co. is drilling at 1,100 
feet in No. 3 Pickering Lumber Co. 

In Panola County, Texas, The Texas 
Co. is bailing at 2,115 feet in No. 1 Water- 
man Lumber Co., and the Gulf Produc- 
tion Co. is arranging to pump No. 1 Tros- 
per et al. The Gulf’s Aaron Jeter well is 





closed down temporarily on account of 
no water for drilling operations. 


Field Notes. 


The Mountain-Gulf Oil Co., organized 
at Monroe, La., is officered entirely by 
Denver men, who occupy the following 
positions: President, R. M. Aitken, vice 
president, L. L. Aitken; secretary-treas- 
urer, A. C. Gardin; manager, T. A. Curry. 

The latest company to file charter in 
Caddo Parish is the Old Farmers Oil Co., 
which is capitalized at $25,000 with the 
following officers and directors: President, 
O. B. Thompson, Winnfield, La.; Vice 
president, Wi. H. Rowe, Vivian, La.; 
secretary-treasurer, N. N. Kronenberg, 
Shreveport, La., with H. G. Freedman 
of Shreveport and James Galloway, of 
Vivian. 

Visitors from outside territory are con- 
gratulating Shreveport citizens on their 
bountiful supply of natural gas for fuel, 
when so many localities are in the grip 
of a fuel famine. The 16-inch line of the 
Arkansas Natural Gas Co., which pipes 
gas from the Caddo field to many towns 
in Texas and Arkansas, is taxed to its 
utmost, and arrangements are being made 
to increase their facilities. 


Mr. and Mrs. Guido Piggott have re- 
turned from their bridal trip and Mr. 
Piggott has again taken up his work in 
the land and scouting departments of the 
Louisiana Oil Refining Co. 

Mr. and Mrs. N. C. McGowan have been 
recalled from what they expected to make 
an extended bridal trip on account of 
increased business of the Atlas Oil Co., 
of which Mr. McGowan is assistant man- 
ager. 

The Jim Clark Oil Co. has published its 
charter and is capitalized at $125,000, 
with the following officers and directors: 
President, J. W. Clark; vice president, 
E. W. McCreary;  secretary-treasurer, 
S. C. Fullilove, with J. B. Greer and J. H. 
Covington, 

Charter has also been filed for the 
Power Oil Refining Co., with a capitali- 
zation of $125,000, and the following 
officers and directors: President, J. R. 
Aiken; vice president, H. S. Aiken; sec- 
retary-treasurer, H. A. Weir. 

Following the announcement that the 
oil field workers strike had been called 
off, a postponment of definite action has 
been granted and meetings have been 
called for both operators and union men 
at which questions involved will be fur- 
ther discussed. 





FORMER PENNILESS PROSPECTOR 
NOW AN OIL MAGNATE, MARRIES. 


ASHLAND, Ky., Dec. 23.—At the home 
of Judge W. H. Flannery, in this place, 
a notable holiday season event was that 
of the double wedding of the Judge’s 
daughters, Miss Dawn and Miss Merle 
Flannery. Harold Leslie Parker, an oil 
man, became the husband of the first 
named young lady, and Davis Monroe 
Howerton, a Frankfort (Ky.) attorney, 
wedded Miss Merle. Two ministers, Rev. 
P. Andrew P. Keyeser and Rev. C. A. 
Slaughterfi officiated. 

Mr. Parker was formerly a penniless 
prospector in the Wyoming oil fields. His 
producing properties in that State are 
now valued at $50,000,000. Mr. Howerton 
is a brilliant young lawyer whose pros- 
pects are of a most promising character. 
The two brides are prominent socially. 
Both are noted for their beauty and ac- 
complishments. 
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It Stands the Test of Time 
The ENESCO Pulling Machine 


Has no superior for strength, convenience and rapidity of erection. Some of the first 
of these Machines, sold in 1906, are still giving good service. 









All parts subject to strain are made of Steel or Malleable or 
Steel castings. ‘The pumper and teamster can set it up 
and operate it, and with the No. 1 Machine pull 
2,500 feet of 2-inch tubing or rods or 750 feet of 
13-pound casing when started, or with the No. 
2 Machine, pull 1,600 feet of 2-inch tubing 
or rods or 500 feet of 
13-pound casing when 
started. 






SHOWING MAST CARRIAGE TURNED 
AND READY TO RAISE MAST 





oan ied 


iacsiapsageall srs A Strong, Serviceable Machine at a Satisfactory 
READY FOR OPERATION WITH : 
MAST FULLY EXTPNDED Price. Ask about them. 


The National Supply Companies 


Toledo, Ohio New York, N. Y. Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Independence, Kans. Tulsa, Okla. Houston, Texas Basin, Wyo. 


Branches at all points of importance in the Oil and Gas Fields of the United States, Canada and Mexico. 
Address all Export inquiries to ‘‘Foreign Sales Dept.’’ Pittsburgh, Pa, 





























AJAX DRILLING ENGINES 


An nonestly built engine that 
always meets every requirement. 


Ask any contractor or driller 
anywhere. 


THE AJAX IRON WORKS 
CORRY, PA. 


THE NATIONAL SUPPLY COMPANIES, Excusive Sales Agents 
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Gulf Coast Oil Operations 


By P. L. 
DOUBT AS TO CONTRACTS. 


HOUSTON, Tex., Dec. 22.—Notwith- 
standing that work in the Gulf Coast pools 
has been more or less interferred with 
during the week by the arrival of Gov- 
ernment ‘‘mediators’ and ‘‘conciliators’’ 
more ‘wells were completed than during 
the week previous and the daily average 
production was held around 74,000 bbls. 
per day. Having overcome labor trouble, 
operators are now awaiting news of Gov- 
ernmental fixing of fuel oil prices. No 
contracts for the coming year have been 
made with producers bythe pipe line 
companies, who are as much in the dark 
as the operators. Many existing con- 
tracts at $1.25 and $1.35 expire on Dec. 
31. The credit nalance quotation in prac- 
tically all the pools is $1 per bbl. and 
operators are in a quandary as to whether 
they will be asked to accept that figure, 
pending the period between the expira- 
tion of present contracts and the making 
of new agreements based on the Govern- 
ment quotation. 

W. S. Farish, of Houston, president of 
the Humble Oil & Refining Co. and presi- 
dent of the Gulf Coast Oil Association, 
has been added to the Petroleum Com- 
mittee of the National Council of De- 
fense by A. C. Bedford, chairman of the 
Petroleum War _ Service Committee. 
Notice of his appointment came to Mr. 
Farish today by telegraph. He is await- 
ing a formal letter of instructions from 
Mr. Bedford. Mr. Farish will represent 
the producers of heavy grade crudes on 
the committee. He is a practical opera- 
tor, an excellent business man, in addi- 
tion is a member of the bar, but never 
practiced the legal profession. His pro- 
ducing interests cover the Gulf Coast 
pools, north Texas and Healdton fields. 
The Humble Oil & Refining Co. has re- 
fining plants at San Antonio, Humble 
and Iowa Park. The appointment was 
made at the request of Coastal producers, 

- who felt that they should be represented 
on the committee by a man familiar with 
conditions in the Southern field, totallly 
unlike those in any other producing sec- 
tion of the country. Mr. Farish kriows 
the business, having experience as a 
driller, contractor, producer and in the 
refining end of the industry. 

The estimated daily average output of 
the Gulf Coast region is placed at 74.292 
bbls. for the week, divided as follows: 
Batson pool, 1,830 bbls.; Bland pool, 12 
bbis.; Dayton, 55 bbis.; BEdgerly, 3,000 
bbis.; Goose Creek, 31,500 bbls.; Humble, 
17,980 bbls.; Markham, 400 bbls.;: Jen- 
nings, 1,100 bbls.; Spindletop, 1,025 bbls.; 
Saratoga, 2,000 bbls.; Sour Lake 9,340 
bbls.; Vinton, 3,850 bbls.; Damon Mound, 
1,800 bbis.; Anse La Bute, 60 bbls.; New 
Iberia, 90 bbls.; Piedras Pintas and the 
San Antonio districts 250 bbls. 

Runs show an increase over last week, 
especially in the Goose Creek pool. In 
the Humble pool the ocmbined runs of the 
Texas Pipe Line Co., Sun Co. and Ameri- 
ean Petroleum Co. averaged 17,000 bbls. 
a day. In the Goose Creek pool the com- 
bined runs averaged 31,450 bbls., the Gulf 
Pipe Line Co. handling better than 21,000 
bbls. daily and the Southern Pipe Line 
Co., a subsidiary of the Humble Oil & 
Refining Co., over 4,700 bbls. The Sun 
Pipe Line Co. took 3,500 bbls. daily and 
the Texas Pipe Line Co. 2,800 bbls. In 
the Sour Lake pool a daily average of 
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9,300 bbls. was maintained during the 
week, the Texas Pipe Line Co. averaging 
4,500 bbis., the Sun Pipe Line Co. 4,000 
bbls. and the Gulf Co. 750 bbis.. The 
smaller pools averaged about the same 
as last week. In the Vinton pool, the 
largest in the South Louisiana region, 
the daily average of the Texas Pipe Line 
Co. was around 1,700 bbls. and that of 
the Gulf Pipe Line Co. about 2,250 bbls. 

The lines are asking $1.50 a barrel for 
oil for fuel for drilling wells in the Goose 
Creek pool and it is reported that the 
|Crowley Oil & Mineral Co., whose prop- 
erties were recently taken over by Phil- 
adelphia parties, has closed a contract 
with rice mills in South Louisiana for 
fuel oil at $2 per barrel. The Seaboard 
Oil & Refining Co., of Orange, Tex., paid 
$1.60 a barrel for 30,000 bbls. of Goose 
Creek crude, These prices are mentioned 
to show the trend of the market for fuel 
oil. The large marketing companies are 
not making any long-term contracts for 
fuel oil, quotations of $1.50 to $1.60 a bar- 
re].for South Texas, South Louisiana and 
North Texas being merely nominal and 
for small amounts. Quotations for Okla- 
homa delivery range from $1.25 to $2.30 
a barrel. Bight cents a gallon is asked 
at Chicago, Pittsburgh and other Eastern 
and Northern points. On. the Pacific 
Coast the quotations range from $1.40 to 
$1.65 a. barrel. 

Late Completions. 

.The Gulf Production Co. brought in the 
two best wells of the week in the Goose 
Creek pool. No. 7 Houston-Smith was 
completed early in the week around 2,950 
feet, flowing 4,000 bbls. a day. It was 
still holding up at the end of the week. 
No. 10, Beaumont Petroleum Co. lease on 
submerged land in Tabb Bay, close to the 
shore line, was finished Friday at 3,000 
feet and started flowing 2,000 bbls. The 
Humble Oil & Refining Co.’s No. 6 Ash- 
abel Smith shows salt water at 2.550 feet 
and will probably be dcepened. This com- 
pany has put No. 3 Dannebaum on the 
pump and it is doing 100 bbls. It was 


standing. The Simms-Sinclair interests 
have junked and abandoned No. 14 Ash- 
abel Smith at 2,150 feet. They are bail- 
ing No. 15 Smith at 3,050 feet and put 
No. 7 Schilling to pumping, making 100 
bbls. a day. The Gulf Coast Oil Corpora- 
tion has a 150-bbl. pumper in No. 12 Gal- 
liard at 2,845 feet, and the Crown Oil & 
Refining Co.’s No. 3 Gillette will probably 
make about the same size well. It was 
completed at 2,600 feet, with 1,000 feet of 
oil standing in the hole. A standard rig 
is being built. The Southwestern Oil & 
Gas Co. got salt water when it tested No. 
1 Hunter at 3,335 feet. A previous test 
at 3,160 feet also showed the same re- 
sults. The hole was deepened and was 
about ready for the second test when the 
men quit work, although the company 
had signed the union scale and agreed to 
the other demands of the men. A crew 
worked for a few days and then deserted 
and left the hole standing for several 
weeks. The Surety Oil Co. is testing No. 
1 Jones at 1,595 feet. The Midfield Oil 
Co. has a 25-bbl. producer in No. 3 Scott, 
completed around 2,800 feet. The Empire 
Gas & Fuel Co. has abandoned No. 3 
Adey at 2.850 feet, as has the Associated 
Oil Co.’s No. 1 Adey at 2,930 feet. 

In the Humble pool, the old Moonshine 
Hill district furnished the best well of 





completed some time ago, but has been. 





the week. Shatto & Nysewander’s No. 2 
Cleveland is a 60-bbl. pumper at 1,000 
feet. The Ka-O-Tex Oil Co.’s No. 2 fee, 
in the same section, is a 22-bbl. well. 
The Texas Co. is bailing No. 154 Her- 
mann at 870 feet, and the Carona Oil Co. 
has a 5-bbl. pumper in No. 2 Barrett at 
800 feet. R. C. Duff and others’ No. 2 
Hirsch is good for 20 bbls. at 1,143 feet. 
Long & Glass’ No. 1 Echols, which was 
a small pumper last week at 980 feet, is 
now making salt water. 

No wells were completed in the Sour 
Lake pool during the week, but in the 
Spindletop pool Phillips Bros.’ No. 1 Hig- 
gins is good for 75 bbls. and Holliday and 
others’ No. 1 Minnesota is a 200-bbl. 
pumper. The Endurance Oil Co. has 
abandoned No. 1 Perlstein. The Success 
Oil Co. is testing No. 1 Hilleyer at 
Damon Mound at 2,845 feet. The result 
is being watched by those interested in 
that development for the reason that the 
wells heretofore brought in there were 
either from sands around 1,450 feet or 
below 3,200 feet. 

Five wells were completed in the South 
Louisiana pools, four of them being 
worked-over holes and one a flowing well 
put on the beam. In the Edgerly pool, 
the Gulf Refining Co. deepened Nos. 3 
Landry and 5-A Higgins to about 2,800 
feet. Both came back as 50-bbl. pump- 
ers. The Crowley Oil & Mineral Co. did 
the same with No. 47 fee in the Jennings 
pool and it is pumping 200 bbls. a day. 
The Texas Co. worked over No. 66 Lat- 
rielle in the same pool, making it a 60- 
bbl. producer. The Gulf Sulphur Co.’s 
No. 3 Reid, in the Edgerly pool, which 
had been flowing about 25 bbls. a day by 
heads is now on the pump. 


Two wildcat tests were abandoned and 
one tested, getting salt water. The Re- 
liance Oil Co. set strainer and bailed on 
the Powell, west of La Porte, across the 
bay from Goose Creek, at 3,180 feet. It 
showed salt water, which is believed to 
come in from above 70 feet of sand. An 
effort will be made to set a packer to 
shut off the water and test again. The 
Southern Sulphur Co. has abandoned No. 
1 Stettgast at Pierce Junction, Harris 
County, at 1,100 feet. This in reality was 
drilled for sulphur. The Federal Produc- 
tion Co. has quit No. 1 Hatcher, in Sabine 
Parish, Louisiana, at 3,200 feet. 

Interest in North Texas. 

Coastal operators ‘are displaying an 
active interest in developments in Cole- 
man, Brown and Eastland Counties. The 
Ada Belle Oil Co., operating in the Bat- 
son pool, has secured 150 acres in the 
shallow-sand district south of Brownwood 
in connection with Sowden and associ- 
ates, of the Humble pool. One: shallow 
well has been drilled that started pump- 
ing 30 bbls. a day. R. B. Wallace has 
secured acreage’ in Eastland County for 
Gibson & Zahniser, who are interested in 
Mexico and also in Brazoria County, Tex. 
Judge Norman Pruitt, of Oklahoma City, 
is starting a test on the Sellman ranch in 
McCulloch County. The Magnolia Petro- 
leum Co.’s No. 4 Morris, in the north- 
eastern part of Coleman County, is drill- 
ing below 1,700 feet. This company has 
completed a line from the Morris, where 
it has two wells jointly with the Eliza- 
beth Oil Co. making over 120 bbls. a day, 
to the town of Coleman and is shipping 
the crude out in tank cars. Mitchel & 
Son’s No. 1 Gray is drilling at 1,500 feet. 
The Mutual Petroleum Co. and! Wood & 
Wooley are each drilling tests southeast 
of Coleman. 

Goose Creek. 

The close of the week finds over 50 rigs 

running and 39 derricks up, with rigs 








ready to operate. The Gulf Production 
Co. is below 1,600 feet in No. 16-A Wright 
and drilling No. 12 Briggs about 3,000 
feet. No. 13 Beaumont, on submerged 
land in the bay, is drilling around 700 
feet, while No. 12 is rigged to start, with 
derrick up for No. 14. No. 8 Galliard fee 
is drilling around 2,200 feet and No. 4 
American-Galliard is below 2,100 feet. The 
company is below 1,900 feet in No. 5 
Rucker-Schilling and drilling No. 5 State 
land at 2,970 feet and No. 10 State land 
at 2,200 feet. -No. 11 Tabb fee is below 
2,845 feet and No. 12 Tabb is drilling 
around 2,654 feet. No. 1 Rosenthal is 
being deepened at 2,800 feet, while der- 
ricks are up for No. 13 Ashabel Smith, 
No. 2 Jones, No. 9 John Galliard and 
No. 4 L. Jones. 

The Humble Oil & Refining Co. has set 
4-inch liner in No. 2 Tabb at 3,100 feet 
and has a fishing job in No. 20 Galliard 
25 acres, while No. 22 Galliard is drilling 
around 2,715 feet and No. 14 Ashabel 
Smith at 2,700 feet. | 


The Simms-Sinclair interests are going 
to try to work back into No. 11 Sweet, 
the well that came in early in August 
last around 3,180 feet and flowed wild for 
two days at an estimated rate of 40,000 
bbls. per day before choking off. They 
are deepening No. 2 Sweet at 3,000 feet 
and drilling No. 13 Sweet below 2,450 feet. 
No. 12 Ashabel Smith is drilling around 
2,100 feet. 

The producing department of The 
Texas Co. is below 2,700 feet in No. 11 
Isenhour, on the west side of the creek, 
while the Midcoast Oil Co. is drilling No. 
1 Leger at 2,180 feet, and K. J. Schu- 
macher is sidetracking to bottom of the 
hole in No. 1 Leger at 2,950 feet. The 
Creek Valley Oil Co. is below 2,700 feet 
with No. 1 West. The Gulf Coast Oil 
Corporation is drilling No. 12 Galliard 
below 2,987 feet and No. 13 Galliard 
around 2,235 feet. The Gulfseaboard Oil 
Co. is reaming No. 3 Scott and drilling 
No. 4 Seott at 2,300 feet. The Chicago- 
Duluth Oil Co. is drilling No. 1 Mitchell, 
on the shore of Scott’s Bay, at 3,250 feet. 
The Sun Co. is drilling No. 6 Ashahel 
Smith around 2,600 feet and sidetracking 
No. 3 Smith at 2,300 feet, while the Gal- 
Tex Oil Co. is sidetracking No. 3 Bartlett. 
The Associated Oil Co. is sidetracking 
No. 1 Wright at 1,650 feet, with a derrick 
up for No. 2 Adey. The Onondago Petro- 
leum Corporation is drilling No. 4 Gal- 
liard at 2,800 feet and sidetracking No. 3 
Wright. The Empire Gas & Fuel Co. is 
around 2,900 feet in No. 4 Adey, while the 
Buffalo Oil & Refining Co. is drilling No. 
4 Gillette at 2,500 feet. The Hoskins Oil 
Co. is around 2,900 feet in No. 2 Hoskins, 
two miles east of production, and J. R. 
Cheek and others are rigging for No. 2 
on Hogg Island, one mile across the 
water from the main land, where they got 
a well two weeks ago. 


Humble and Markham. 


The producing department of The 
Texas Co. has nine rigs in the Humble 
pool, drilling Nos. 224 and 225 on the 
Landslide at 2,116 feet and 1,756 feet, re- 
spectively. No. 155 Herman is below 
614 feet and No. 11 on the Burt 50 acres 
is drilling around 3,100 feet. No. 15 Koeh- 
ler is drilling around 3,100 feet and No. 17 
Koehler at about 1,000 feet. No. 9 House 
is fishing at 2,615 feet and No. 10 House 
is drilling at 2,074 feet. No. 22 on the 
Carroll Oil & Gas Co. lease is shut down 
around 2,600 feet and No. 26 Stevenson, 
an old hole, is being drilled deeper from 
2,575 feet. On the north side of the river 
the West Production Co. is drilling No. 
13 House around 1,934 feet and No. 14 at 
1,215 feet. The Republic Production Co. 
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GENERAL OFFICE, SPRINGFIELD, MO. 


Designers, Manufacturers and Erectors of Complete Refineries, Gasoline Plants and 
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Why is “P. I. W.” Field Service So Highly Valued? 


Why does the Producer want ‘“P. I. W.’’ erecting crews 
to build his tanks—to construct his ‘‘tank farms’??? Why 
does the Refiner prefer ‘‘P. I. W.’’ field service? Why 
does the Marketer also use their service so extensively? 


' 
Isn’t it because ‘‘P. I. W.’’ field service crews give maxi- 
mum service—because they know how to erect steel plate 
products and do their work well? Isn’t it because of their 


specialization and twenty-five years of accumulative experi- 
ence in erecting steel plate work for the oil industry and 
because ‘‘P. I. W.’’ crews are permanent organizations in 
charge of capable engineers and men? 


The high character and thoroughness of their work is 
common knowledge— it is one of the salient factors that 
make ‘‘P. I. W.’’ Service World-Wide. 


THE PETROLEUM IRON WORKS COMPANY 


SHARON, PA. 


PITTSBURGH 


ST. LOUIS 
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is drilling No. 12 on the Stevenson, an 
old hole, deeper at 2,828 feet. West of 
the river road Abercrombie and others 
are drilling No. 1 Bender around 1,650 
feet. The Perland Oil Co. is below 3,150 
feet with No. 1 Sayers and drilling ahead. 
Only about 15 feet of 12-inch casing was 
set in this well, the rest being open hole, 
and the driller experiences no difficulty in 
going in or coming out, so well does it 
stand up. Craver & Son, of Tulsa, are 
drilling No. 1 Palmer around 1,450 feet. 
The Grant Oil Co.’s No. 1 Wilson is shut 
down at 2,340 feet and No. 4 Williams is 
drilling around 2,500 feet. The Carona 
Oil Co. is drilling No. 3 Barrett at 416 
feet and the Crown Oil & Refining Co.’s 
No. 31 Hermann at 718 feet. The South- 
ern Petroleum Co.’s No. 28 Landslide is 
still standing idle at 1,625 feet, with a 
derrick up for No. 30 on this lease. The 
Gulf Coast Oil Corporation is below 750 
feet with No. 7 Cherry, and Martin & 
Sowden are drilling No. 3 Hargraves at 
637 feet. The Invincible Oil Co. is still 
shut down with No. 69 Hermann at 2.450 
feet, while the Provident Oil Co. is drill- 
ing No. 2 Westheimer below 1,800 feet. 
The Humble-Memphis Oil Co.’s No. 1 
Morris is drilling about 1,800 feet. The 
Midcoast Oil Co. is starting No. 5 Bering 
and the Cattelle Oil Co. is drilling No. 5 
Bering-Cortes and deepening No. 1 on 
that lease. Bowser & McDonald have 
started No. 11 fee, north of Moonshine 
Hill, in the shallow-sand section, and 
Shatto & Nysewander have a derrick up 
for No. 3 Cleveland. The Ka-O-Tex Oil 
Co. is also starting No. 3 fee in the shal- 
low-sand district. The Gulf Production 
Co. is fishing in No. 12 Foster around 
3,250 feet, and Horn & Clay are drilling 
No. 25 Wren at 1,065 feet. The Rucker 
Oil & Refining Co. is rigging for No. 1 
Echols and the Gulf Coast Oil Corpora- 
tion has a derrick up for No. 18 Her- 
mann. The Quenn Oil Co. has bought 
the Dixie Oil Co. lease, north of Moon- 
shire Hill, with one small producing well, 
for $8,000. This company has a derrick 
up for No. 1 Bailey, just south of the 
river. 

In the Markham pool, Dr. P. S. Griffith 
is still fishing in No. 3 Northern Irriga- 
tion Co. lands, and the Gulf Coast Oil 
Corporation is drilling No. 3 Cherry at 
1,450 feet. The Clem Oil Co. is starting 
No. 13 Myers. The Texas Co. is below 
3,100 feet in No. 1-A Smith, with a slight 
showing of oil and gas, while No. 1 
Kountz is drilling at 3,056 feet and No. 2 
J. Kountz is around 3,400 feet. 

In the Sour Lake pool, the producing 
department of The Texas Co. is drilling 
No. 1 Herbert around 2,150 feet and No. 3 
Ashe at 3,350 feet. The Gulf Production 
Co. is below 800 feet in No. 40 Hardin. 
The Gulf and Humble companies are 
starting No. 26 Hardin and the Yount-Lee 
Oil Co. has a derrick up for No. 4 Gilbert. 
Gilbert and others’ No. 1 fee is still shut 
down at 4,400 feet, and Huston’s Texas 
Petroleum Co.’s No. 3 Keith, north of the 
Hardin, is shut down at 1,650 feet. Bight 
other rigs are shut down in the pool at 
depths ranging from 2,200 to 3,500 feet, 
and it is probable they will be left stand- 
ing idle until prices of material and con- 
tract quotations are changed. 

Damon Mound. 

About one-half of the tests being drilled 
by the Texas Exploration Co. are tem- 
porarily shut down—No. 1 Norton at 3,525 
feet, No. 2 Becker below 3,400 feet, No. 1 
Thomas about 1,700 feet and No. 5 A. 





Jackson at 900 feet and No. 2 Masterson 
at 1,800 feet. The company is drilling 
No. 1 Ptak at 3,656 feet and No. 3 Wood- 
ward at 1,436 feet. No. 5 Bryan is drill- 
ing below 875 feet. The Manaker Oil Co., 
of Beloit, Kan., is drilling No. 1 Bryan at 
2.336 feet and No. 2 Bryan at 1,634 feet. 
The Atkinson Oil Co. is testing No. 1 
Bryan at 1,654 feet, and the Adams Oil 
Co. is trying to get to the bottom of the 
hole in No. 1 Tarleton at 1,000 feet. The 
Royal Oil & Refining Co. (formerly Couch- 
Seweall Oil Co.) is drilling No. 1 Bryan 
at 1,359 feet, with a derrick up for No. 2 
Bryan, and the Humble Oil & Refining 
Co. is drilling No. 1 Gallaher at 2,350 feet 
and has a derrick up for No. 3 on its 
Bryan lease. Webber, Andregge & Maves 
are below 1,300 feet in No. 2 Lucas. The 
General Petroleum Co. is drilling No. 1 
Day Cattle Land around 1,548 feet and 
has a derrick up for No. 4 Bryan. The 
Swift Oil & Sulphur Co.’s No. 1 Jackson 
is shut down temporarily at 2,000 feet. 
The Texas Co. is going in to deepen No. 
1 Munson from 3,350 feet. The Glenvar 
Oil Co. has a derrick standing for No. 1 
Central Texas Co. lands, as has the 
Coastal Oil Co. for No. 1 McCrory. The 
Damon Mound Petroleum Co.’s No. 2 
Mulcahy is shut down at 918 feet. 


Wildcat Operations. 

Practically all the wildcat tests drilling 
in that stretch of territory from Terre- 
bonne Parish, southeast of New Orleans, 
across. through South Louisiana and 
Texas, to Pecos and Reeves Counties in 
West’ Texas, are shut down. Those in 
which. work has not been previously su- 
pended for some cause or another are 
now standing idle to give the crews a 
Christmas holiday, and no more work will 
be done in a majority of cases until after 
the new year. Since the abandonment of 
the test of the Republic Production Co. 
near Hull, Liberty County, in salt at 
2,700 feet, interest has switched to the 
test of the Thousand Acre Oil Co. on Pine 
Island Bayou, in the Big Thicket district, 
about “10 miles north and east of the 
Sour Lake pool in Hardin County. This 
test is being drilled into the sand below 
1,475 feet, with a showing, and will be 
bailed during the coming week. The 
Rothschild Petroleum Co. is still shut 
down in No. 2 Tucker, north of the Bat- 
son pool. The South Star Oil Co.’s No. 2 
Garcia is also shut down at 250 feet, as 
is the Postal Petroleum Co., near Olive, 
at 845 feet, and the Hill Oil & Gas Co. 
on the Gilbert, near the Jefferson County 
line. 

In Harris County, the Gas Lake Oil 
Co.’s No. 1 Victor Blanco survey is stuck 
at 2,975 feet. Burt & Griffith are drill- 
ing No. 1 Collins at Harrisburg at 1,345 
feet. The Crown Oil & Refining Co. is 
shut down near Westfield at 3,100 feet, 
and the Satsuma Oil Co.’s No. 1 Faith is 
around 3,000 feet. Both these tests are 
west of the Humble pool. The Gulf Pro- 
duction Co. is drilling No. 4 on the War- 
ren ranch, near Hockley, at 615 feet. 
The Ka-O-Tex Oil Co. will start on the 
Callahan fee land, near that place, after 
the hoildays, while the Rich Hill Oil Co. 
is drilling No. 1 Seegea there at 723 feet. 
The Rose Hill Oil Co. has a derrick on 
the Farrin, five miles northeast of Hock- 
ley. Linnebarger Bros. are around 2,800 
feet at Tomball. In the southeastern part 
of the county, the Taylor Oil & Gas Co. 
is still reaming to set strainer in No. 2 
Currens for a test near Seabrook. The 
Middle Bayou Oil Co. has a fishing job on 








Middle Bayou, near La Porte, at 2,600/ this county, and will start a well within 


feet. 
county north of Houston and to the east 


have been shut down for several weeks | County. 


and are still idle. : 
Gibson, Wallace & Zahniser have 
cleared the hole in No. 2 at Rattlesnake 
Mound, in the southeastern part of Bra- 
zoria County, and will now drill on ahead 
from below 2,200 feet. They have had a 
variety of trouble since they started work 
there, but the formations look good and 
work will be continued. The Texas Co. 
is drilling No. 6 Kiser, at West Columbia. 
at 1,600 feet, while its No. 1 Bryan 
Heights, near Freeport, is below 1,300 
feet. A rig is going in south of Almeda, 
while the Roxana Petroleum Co. is still 
fishing at Stratton Ridge around 1,600 
feet, after drilling a second water well. 


The other tests drilling in this |60 days. The holdings comprise leases 01: 


the Lasater and other ranches in Brooks 
Cc. R. Troxel and others are 
drilling two shallow wells in the Toyah 
district, in Reeves County, The Empire 
Gas & Fuel Co. is below 400 feet south 
of Benevadies, Duvall County. 





BARGE SINKS AT SALINE. 





HOUSTON, Tex., Dec. 22.—-The Sun 
Co.'s barge Delaware Sun,’ in tow of the 
same company’s tank steamer Toledo, 
drifted onto the jetties at Sabine during 
a fog early Thursday morning. <A hole 
was stove in the Toledo above the water 
line. The barge was pulled off the rocks, 
but later sank in shallow water. The 


The Empire Gas & Fuel Co. is doing tanker will go into dry dock for repairs 


about all the wildcat work that is now 
under way in Liberty County. South of 
Dayton, this company is below 900 feet 
in No. 1 Wilson, while No. 1 Monroe, also 
south of Dayton, is drilling around the 
same depth. No. 2 Welder is being deep- 
ened at 2,745 feet, and the test near Day 
Lake, taken over from F. S. Rowe and 
associates, is drilling below 1,000 feet. 
It is probable that the Republic Produc- 
tion Co. will start No: 3 on the lands of 
the Houston Oil Co. near Hull. The com- 
pany is preparing a camp for a crew. 
The joint tests of the Gulf and Humble 
companies at Davis Hill are both tem- 
porarily shut down, as is the Continental 
Oil Co. on the Quintette and the Mid- 


coast Oil Co. on the Minchey, south of | the Red Cross. 


the town of Liberty. 

The Gulf Production Co. is drilling be- 
low 2,860 feet at Blue Ridge, Fort Bend 
County, where the Blue Ridge Oil & De- 
velopment Co.’s No. 2 Shropshire is still 
shut down at 2,200 feet. The Island Lake 
Oil Co. is still fishing in No. 1 Tarking- 
ton, south of Rosenburg, in that county, 
and Torson and others are drilling at 
3,076 feet near Pearland. 


Montgomery County. 


Five tests are under way in Montgom- | &@me. 


ery County, drilling at Hazel, 12 miles 
north of Humble, west of Snlendora and 
south and east of Conroe. 


portant of these is that of the Black| Where he is engaged 


Hawk Oil Co., of Tulsa, located about 
two and one-half miles west of Splen- 
dora on the Walker County school lands, 
comprising over 4,000 acres. A showing 
was had around 3,504 feet, when the pipe 
stuck in the hole. 
feet with dynamite and the pipe in the 


and an effort will be made to raise the 
barge. Both vessels were en route to 
the Sun Co.’s terminals for cargoes, ‘com- 
ing in from an Atlantic Coast port. 


Will Return To Stage. 
To Aid the Red Cross 


HOUSTON, Tex., Dec. 22.—Alba Hey- 
wood, of the Heywood Bros., who took an 
active part in the developing of the Spin- 
dletop, Jennings and other pools in the 
Gulf Coast region, is planning a tempor- 
ary return to the stage for the benefit of 
The Heywood brothers 
are known to hundreds of oil operators, 
including scores of old-timers in the East- 
ern fields who came South following the 
bringing in of the famous Lucas well in 
1901. 


Alba Heywood had been an actor for 
15 years previous to the excitement at 
Spindletop and was playing at Beau- 
mont when the big well was brought in. 
He and his brother immediately aban- 
doned the stage and plunged into the oil 
They .were very successful at 
Spindletop and then opened the Jennings 
pool. For the past several years Alba 








The most im- | Heywood has resided at San Benito, Tex., 


in the profitable 
business of raising blooded porkers, with 
side issues in irrigation plants and other 
enterprises. 


He has formulated a plan for a series 
of entertainments to be given in the 


It was shot off at 2,560 | border towns and expects to raise several 


thousand dollars for the Red Cross. Dur- 


hole will be sidetracked. The test has|ing his stage career Heywood starred in 
been in charge of George J. Greene, of | Sol Smith Russell’s pastoral play, *‘Edge- 
Tulsa, formerly engaged in the mining | wood Folks,’’ also ‘‘Down in Injianna,” a 
business in Mexico, and: this is the first | play written expressly for him by Herbert 


real difficulty experienced with the hole. 
The Wichita Oil &:Refining Co. (J. P. 


Sheffler and associates, of Wichita) is | Heywood said: 
drilling on the Eastman, north of Hunts-| mont in 1901 for oil 


ville, Walker:County, at 468 feet, while 
the Trinity River Oil Co. is shut down 
at 1,400 feet on the Castille tract, west 


of Riverside, in the neighboring county 
The Texas Co. is below | old stage wigs, warm up my old grease 
2.468 feet in No. 4 on the lands of the 


of San Jacinto. 


Hall Winslow, a New York playwright. 
In announcing his ‘‘come back,’’ Mr. 
“T left the stage ‘at Beau- 
I stayed away from 
it later for land and water. I propose 
to return to it now for the Red Cross. 
I am going to dust up and air my old 
stage costumes, clean up and comb my 


paint (now war paint), brush the cob- 


Greenwood Lumber Co., northeast of Pal-| webs from my mind and remind myself 


estine, Anderson County. 


Shoup.and others are drilling on the 


Maupin ranch, southwest of Falfurrias, 
Brooks County, at 1,865 feet. 
ported that the Atlantic Petroleum Co., 
of Tulsa, 


It is re- 


has taken over one-half the 
acresage held by F. B. Ranger and asso- 
ciates, consisting of about 4,000 acres in 


of the old jokes, songs and other stunts 
that used to operate on the ‘dear pepul’ 
as a ‘financial separator’ and sell ‘these 
second-hand goods for the love of the 
boys who fight, bleed and all but die that 
we elder people and we younger people 
may enjoy future good government.” 
P.L.M. 
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In The Texas Panhandle 


By F. W. BRIDGE 


ELECTRA HAS 400-BBL. WELL. 





WICHITA FALLS, Tex., Dec. 24.—Ow- 
ing to the bad weather during the early 
part of the week, to the scarcity of 
water and the proximity of the Christ- 
mas holidays, there has been very little 
progress made on drilling weils since the 
last report and few completions were 
recorded. 

At Burkburnett, there were nine small 
wells and three dry holes; at WDilectra, 
three dusters and one producing well; 
in the Culbertson district, a 50-bbl. well, 
and at Petrolia, a dry hole. 

In the deep pool at ‘Burkburnett, the 
Panhandle Refining Co.’s L. F. Ramming 
No. 8 was completed at 1,630 feet, only 
good for 20 bbls. Several other wells in 
this neighborhood are on top of or close 
to the sand, but will probably not be 
drilled in until the holidays are over, 
especially as, after a couple of days of 


warmer weather, another norther is de-| 


veloping. 

In the shallow pool, there were six 
5-bbl. wells—Donegan and others’ Belder- 
back No. 8 at 220 feet, Hall & Farer’s 
Daniels No. 4 at 425 feet, the Texahoma 
Oil & Gas Co.’s Dodson No. 5 at 540 feet, 
the Reynolds Oil Co.’s Birk No. 8 at 278 
feet, Parker Ezell’s Birt No. 6 at 276 feet 
and Frank Lewis’ 
feet. Donegan and others Belderback 
No. 7 was good for 2 bbls. at 212 feet and 
Britton & Schultz’s Dodson No. 2 is 
pumping 3 bbls. at 182 feet. The, dusters 
were Hall & Farer’s Daniels No. 3 at 
475 feet, the Mutz Oil Co.’s Belderback 
No. 2 at 200 feet and Anderson & Bright’s 
Van Luterman No. 1 at 600 feet. 

At Electra, the Magnotia Petroleum Co. 
completed Piper No. 13 during the early 
part of the week at 1,956 feet, good for 
400 bbls. daily. The most interesting of 
the dry holes at Electra is that of the 
Empire Gas & Fuel’Co. on the Smith 
farm, which is located on the ridge west 
of town, in Wilbarger County, but this 
fails in importance when it is known that 
it was abandoned at a depth of only 
1,172 feet and that a rig has already been 
built for No. 2, which will be drilled with 
standard tools to a depth of 3,000 feet 
or more, unless pay is found sooner. The 
Great Western Oil Co.’s Flusche No. 1 
was abandoned at 2,000 feet and Tram- 
mell and others’ Tate No. 1 at. 655 feet. 
Tate No. 2 is already drilling at 100 feet. 

D. A. Smith’s Ziset No. 1 is drilling at 
1,350 feet; the Duncan Electra Oil Co.’s 
Granger No. 1 at 1,150 feet; E. A. Dale’s 
Ward & Todd No. 2 at 400 feet; the Mag- 
nolia Petroleum Co.’s R. S. Allen No. 79 
at 905 feet; its R. R. Allen No. 64 at 
1,866 feet; its Piper No. 9 is still swab- 
bing from 50 to 80 bbls. daily and will 
probably not be completed for some days; 
its Piper No. 14 is drilling at 1,585 feet; 
its R. R. Hamilton No. 28 at 1,965 feet 
and Fr. Sumner Nos. 21 and 23 are drill- 
ing at 955 and 780 feet, respectively; 
Sheldon and others’ Sheldon No. 1 is at 
400 feet; the Pittsburg-Texas Oil Co.’s 
Hurdleston No. 1 at 300 feet and Pyle 
and others’ Smith No. 1 at 180 feet; The 
Texas Co.’s second Bywaters No. $2 is at 
1,500 feet; its W. B. Honaker No. 57 at 
900 feet; its Herron No. 4 at 1,700 feet 
and its Bickley No. 51 at 1,895 feet. Oth- 
ers, with the exception of the new work, 
are the same as when last reported. 

Of the new work, Brewer and others’ 
McClure No. 1 is drilling at 100 feet. 
Huidecopper & Wood’s Ward & Todd No. 
2, the Acme Oil Co.’s Ward & Todd No. 
3, L. Saunders and others’ Ward & Todd 
No. 2, W. J. Sheldon’s Ward & Todd No. 
1, Murphy and others’ Ward & Todd No. 
1, McClure and others’ Ward & Todd No. 


1, Millard and others’ Ward & Todd No.1. 


and the Magnolia Petroleum Co.’s Dodson 


Donahue No. 2 at 220) 


No. 1 are all rigging up, ready to drill, 
all of them but the last being near the 
Sunshine schoolhouse, where several good 
shallow wells have been completed re- 
cently. 

Producer at Culbertson. 


In the Culbertson district, Culbertson 
and. others completed their Waggoner 
Bros. No. 9 in a pay sand from 1,503 to 
1,515 feet, good for 50 bbls. This is close 
to the discovery well and on the same 
lease. 

Of the drilling wells, the Gulf Produc- 
tion Co. has three close to the pay, and 
ja day or two’s work should develop some- 





thing. Its Burnett (Section 6) No. 2 is 
{at 1,520 feet; its Throckmorton No. 1 at 
1,485 feet and its Woods-Burnett No. 4 at 
111505 feet and rigging up with standard 
tools to drill in; its Burnett (Section 5) 
No. 3 is at 1,100 feet; its Jennings No. 2 
at 400 feet; the Colorado-Texas Develop- 
ment Co.’s Jennings No. 1 at 1,490 feet; 
the Tarver Oil Co.’s Jennings No. 1 at 
1,720 feet; the 6666 Oil Co.’s Burnett 
(Section 6) No. 3 at 1,350 feet, and R. B. 
Jones, trustee, Burnett-Lloyd No. 2 is at 
1,426 feet, rigging up with standard tools. 
Other tests are the same as last week. 

At Petrolia, Hapgood, Parks & Brown 
have abandoned their Edwards No. 1 at 
1,805 feet, a dry hole. Newt Mayer and 
others are in a pay sand at 1,760 feet. in 
|their Fultz No. 2 and are setting casing, 
jready to drill in. The Metropolitan Oil 
|Co. has abandoned its Landrum No. 1, 
| but the depth was not reported. A rig 
|has been built for Landrum No. 2, one 
| for Edrington No. 1 by Staley, Chenault 
| & Childers and one for Hoger No. 1 by 
|H. Body. 





Among the Wildcats. 

The Wichita and Archer County wild- 
cats do not appear to have made any 
progress since the iast report, as the 
cold weather has been too much for them, 
water pipes having frozen and burst and 
pumps being damaged, besides the dis- 
comfort for the men. 

In Montague County, some progress 
was made and indications are that the 
number of drilling wells will be added to 
jafter the holidays. The Herndon & An- 
chors Oil Co.’s Cranshaw No. 1 is drill- 
ing at 1,185 feet and a rig has been built 
for its Seay No. 1, a mile and half south- 
west of Belcherville. The Beaver Valley 
Oil & Refining Co. is drilling on the 
Kauffman County school lands, north- 
east of Belcherville, with a rotary. The 
drill has been in very hard lime for more 
than 150 feet and is still in the same 
formation at 200 feet. The Big Six Petro- 
leum Co. has its No. 1 Dunn Tigged up 
and ready to spud in. Leopold & Loeb 
have a rig on the Mayes farm, and the 
Nocona Oil & Gas Co. has one built north- 
east of Nocona. The Empire Gas & Fuel 
Co. has also been acquiring leases in this 
heighborhood and has already secured 
more than 1,000 acres. It is not known 
whether immediate drilling is intended. 

Young County reports state that C. F. 
Coleord’s Scott No. 1 is still shut down 
at 2,560 feet. The Empire Gas & Fuel 
Co.’s Lisle No. 1 is at 3,100 feet, drilling 
daylight tower only, and having shut off 
the salt water, the gas from above is 
being used for fuel to make steam. The 
Texas Co.’s Graham No. 1 is shut down 
at 1,565 feet and its Arnold No. 2 is 
underreaming at 918 feet. The Empire 
Gas & Fuel Co. has made arrangements 
with the Texas Central Railway to haul 
water to be used to finish its test on the 
Reynolds ranch, north of the town. of 
Albany, in Shackelford County. About 
80 joints of 2-inch pipe were lost during 
the last freeze by being burst. 

In Stephens County, the Texas & Pa- 
cific Coal Co.’s Lauderdale No. 1 is still 
fishing at 3,450 feet; its Booher No. 1 is 





drilling at 3,330 feet and its Maxwell No. 1 
has started up at 3,715 feet, drilling day- 
light tower only; its Winston No. 1 was 
abandoned at 3,800 feet, dry; its Barron 
No. 1 is drilling at 2,015 feet; 10-inch 
casing is being underreamed in W. H. 
Corbett No. 1 from 760 feet to the bottom 
of the hole at 885 feet, and Gaston No. 1 
is shut down at 1,400 feet; The Texas 
Co.’s Parks No. 4 is drilling at 705 feet; 
its Keithley No. 1 is shut down, waiting 
.for 4-inch casing, at 3,060 feet; its Lauder- 
dale No. 1 is drilling at 1,895 feet and its 
Sandage No. 1 has a fishing job at 2,425 
feet; the Gulf Production Co.’s Fincher 
No. 1 is shut down at 3,750 feet and its 
McCauley No. 1 is driiling at 3,340 feet. 
The Texas Co.’s McDonald No. 1, west 
of Palo Pinto, in Palo Pinto County, has 
spudded in and is drilling at 240 feet. 


Lease Boiler Explodes 
And One Man is Dead 


DRUMRIGHT, Okla., Dec. 24.—On Sat- 
urday night, in a pump station of the 
Twin-State Oil & Gas Co., about two 
miles west of Quay, Okla., Claude Rames 
was so badly injured by the explosion of 
a boiler that he died some hours later. 
George Thomas was very severely hurt. 

Rames was standing in front of the 
boiler at the power house when the ex- 
plosion occurred. He was hurled through 
the door a distance of 90 feet. The out- 
burst of steam and water from the burst- 
ing boiler scalded his flesh to the bone 
and it dropped off in ghastly fragments. 

Thomas, who also worked at the sta- 
tion, was in the bunk house not far dis- 
tant when the structure was wrecked by 
flying pieces of metal and the force of 
the explosion. The bed on which Thomas 
was lying was hurled from the house and 
lodged in a tree-top, carrying him with 
it. He was scalded by steam and his left 
foot was crushed. Later it was ampu- 
tated. Thomas is a patient at‘the Still- 
water hospital. 

Claude Rames was found where he had 
fallen after being tossed through the air 
and those who came to his rescue realized 
at once that his injuries were fatal. He 
was taken ‘to Quay for treatment, where 
he died six hours after the boiler was 
blown apart. His body was taken to 
Park Hill, Okla., for burial. 

Both men had been employed as fire- 
men at the plant. The boilerhouse was 
compietely wrecked and portions of the 
boiler were hurled hundreds of feet away. 








HOUSEHOLDERS ARE FIRST SERVED 





WASHINGTON, Dec. 20.—Household- 
ers must be supplied with natural gas 
ahead of industrial plants, even those 
who are working on Governmént con- 
tracts, the Fuel Administration has ruled 
The decision was contained in instruc- 
tions sent to the United Fuel Gas Co., 
operating in West Virginia, ordering it 
to furnish gas to domestic consumers in 
Louisville, Frankfort and Lexington, Ky., 
in preference to steel plants at Ports- 
mouth, O. 

Residents of the Kentucky towns com- 
plained that they were insufficiently sup- 
plied, while the company was diverting 
fuel to the steel mills. 





ADDITIONAL DEATHS. 





J. D. Williams, secretary of the D’Ar- 
tois Oil & Refining Co., died in a hospital 
at Houston, Tex., recently, following a 
brief illness. He was 45 years old. His 
wife and mother survive at Oklahoma 
City. 

Cc. V. Hamblen, who has been drilling 
wildcat wells in Anderson County, Texas, 
for The Texas Co., died recently at Pal- 
estine, Tex., of pneumonia. He had been 
in the employ of the company for seven 
years. The body was sent to Liano for 





burial. 





OIL REFINERS ARE PERPLEXED 
OVER ORDER FROM WASHINGTON. 





TITUSVILLE, Pa., Dec. 26. — Much 
speculation has been caused by the re- 
ceipt by local refiners and manufacturers 
of gasoline of a letter from a Government 
representative in Philadelphia asking for 
statistics regarding the output of their 
plants from Jan. 1, 1917, to Nov. 30, last. 
The intimation is given that there will 
be a certain percentage of refined prod- 
ucts of petroleum and gasoline comman- 
deered from the refiners in Pennsylvania. 
which will be shipped through one of the 
pipe lines of the State to seaboard to be 
used for Government purposes. 





GALENA OIL DISTRIBUTION. 





ST. LOUIS, Dec. 26.—As a site for a 
warehouse for Signal oil for distribution 
in St. Louis, the Galena Oil Co. has pur- 
chased a tract fronting 500 feet on Con- 
verse Street in East St. Louis. It is 
served by the Terminal Raiiway Associa- 
tion and is adjacent to the approach of 
the municipal free. bridge. 





APPLICATIONS FOR HEARINGS. 





OKLAHOMA CITY, Dec. 26.—Schedule 
of hearings by the Corporation Commis- 
sion includes the following: Dec. 27, 
Charles Ruth and others vs. the Okla- 
homa Gas & Blectric Co. Postponed, 
Dec. 31, application of Gypsy Oil Co. to 
install vacuum pumps in Tulsa County 
at two locations. 

On Dec. 22 was scheduled the hearing 
of D. W. Franchot & Co. to _ install 
vacuum pumps in the Bixby field. 


Gross Production Tax 
For Federal Tribute? 


Do oil mén prefer a gross production 
tax, payable to the Federal Government, 
in lieu of all excess-profits taxes? This 
is a question which is put to the industry 
by Judge J. J. Shea, of Tulsa, who has 
been in Washington as a member of a 
committee representing the Mid-Continent 
Oil & Gas Association and who returned 
a few days ago from the capital. 

The Government had decided on a 
method of drawing large tribute from oil 
interests in the form of a special war- 
profits tax. Oil men insisted that the 
war had brought them no excess profits. 
Shea and others have done much to 
arouse interest in the matter at Wash- 
ington in order that oil men would re- 
ceive more consideration in tax matters. 
Now, the gross-production-tax idea is put 
forth, and many interests are’in favor of 
it. Judge Shea, in a message to Secre- 
tary J. F. Darby, of the Mid-Continent 
Oil & Gas Association, states the new 
idea in this manner: . 

“Get in touch with as many producers 
as posisble and wire me their views as 
to whether .a gross production tax on oil 
and gas in lieu of all excess-profits tax 
would be satisfactory to them. Also have 
refiners suggets to me in what way the 
law can be amended so as to afford theni 
relief. L 

“We are making good progress on th: 
Osage matter. He have been in a threc- 
hour session with the Advisory Board 
being the most satisfactory hearing we 
have yet had.” 

Judge Shea’s reference to the ‘“‘Osag 
matter” is of interest to oil concerns en- 
gaged in operations in the Osage Rese 
vation and it is possible that the Mid 
Continent Oil & Gas Association may suc- 
ceed in obtaining an extension of lease 
in that territory from 1931 to 1859 by its 
efforts at Washington. 

The tax problem can be solved in = 
reasonable way by a gross production tax 
its advocates,claim. 
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No Other Chain Pipe Wrench On the 
Market Can Do what thisWrench Does 


The Billings Reversible 
Chain Pipe Wrench 


This new, perfected Chain Pipe Wrench operates in either direc- 
tion without disengaging chain and turning. This feature alone 
places it in a class by itself. 





Consider what it means in the day’s work; an outfit of men 
working with a big wrench in a tight place. The threads twist 
and the pipe must be reversed. What happens the old way? The 
wrench must be disengaged, shifted over, held in place and the 
chain adjusted. A clumsy, tedious operation. 


What happens the Billings way? It means better work, swifter work 
The wrench is merely movedtothe and more efficient work. It saves 





desired angle without disengaging 
its original position. A matter of 
seconds. Noeffort; nolabor. Those 
who have experience with chain 
pipe wrenches must realize how 
valuable and important is this 
feature exclusive to the new Billings 
Wrench. 


time and it saves labor, both of 
which count in the long run. 


The Billings Double Action or 
Reversible Chain Pipe Wrench has 
other exclusive features which you 
should investigate. Get in touch 
with us at once. 


Illustrations and descriptive literature upon request 
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Pennsylvania-West Virginia 


By D. S. WAKENIGHT 


GREENE COUNTY HAS ANOTHER. 





PITTSBURGH, Pa., Dec. 21.—There 
has been only a slight improvement in 
development work in the Bastern fields. 
Work at many of the wells that were 
shut down on account of the cold weather 
has been resumed. A shortage of gas is 
holding up operations at a great many 
wells just starting or nearing completion. 
When the blizzard struck the Eastern 
States the gas companies supplying gas 
to Southwest Pennsylvania cities and 
towns found it necessary to turn every 
available ounce into their lines to meet 
the demard of domestic consumers. Even 
then the supply was not sufficient. 

Owing to so many wells being shut 
down on account of the cold weather and 
shortage of gas, there were few comple- 
tions. The best well completed, and the 
only one of appreciable size, was the 
Manufacturers Light & Heat Co.’s No. 1 
on the L. and M. Strope farm, located 
in the Isminger pool, in Springhill Town- 
ship, Greene County, Pa. When drilled 
into the pay the well started to flow at 
the rate of 30 bbls. an hour. Drilling was 
suspended to move back the boiler and 
later it was drilled deeper, but failed to 
increase its production. At the close of 
the week it was still flowing at the rate 
of 400 bbis. a day. No. 2 on the same 
farm is producing 269 bbls. a day. 

It is quite likely that inside of present 
defined limits other good producers may 
be found, put they will be short-lived, for 
the reason that the one-time gushers 
have had a long pull on the producing 
formation. No other section in the 
southwest fields promises to furnish any- 
thing better than light pumpers. The 
new development in Red Bank Township, 
Clarion County, may be capable of turn- 
ing the trick. There are several wells 
past due in that development, held back 
on account of the cold weather. The 
way the first two wells on the Pine Run 
Coal Co.’s property have been holding 
up it would seem to indicate a rich pool 
of some dimensions. The oil is light 
amber and 43 gravity and is selling at 
$4 a barrel, which is 25 cents above the 
regular quotation for Pennsylvania crude. 
During the week there should be two or 
more important tests get the sand. So 
far there has been little determined to 
give a hint as to the right direction to 
look for an extension. 

New Pools Not Expected. 

The old districts completed but a very 
few wells and none of any consequence. 
A new well, surrounded on all sides by 
old producers, is of little interest to any 
except those who put up good money 
with prospects for nothing better than 
a very light pumper or a duster. There 
are few chances in the southwest, or for 
that matter in any of the old Pennsyl- 
vania fields, for genuine surprises like 
that in Red Bank ‘Township, Clarion 
County. Of the four southwest counties 








—Allegheny, Beaver, Washington and 
Greene—the last named is the most ac- 
tive. Outside of the Isminger pool, the 
gas companies are the most active. The 
Pleasant Grove district, in Bast Finley 
Township, is the only one that is at all 
active. The wells are not large, but of 
a size to make it an incentive to drill for 
them. Allegheny County is without a 
new pool at this time. The work under 
way and starting is located in the old 
districts, with a possibility of getting 
light pumpers. Beaver County is the 
least attractive of all and has less new 
work under way and starting. There is 
not much excuse for active development 
work when the wells do not average more 
than 2 bbls. at the time of completion. 
Beaver County has been about as closely 
drilled over as some of the old producing 
counties to the northeast. 

In the Coraopolis district, Allegheny 
County, the Bradshaw Development Co. 
has completed a test on the Bradshaw 
farm. It is a gasser in the Gordon sand. 
In the Imperial district, Watson & Co. 
have completed a test on the W. C. Mc- 
Cormick farm. It is a duster in all sands. 
In the same district, Davis, Petrie & Co. 
are drilling a second test on the M. Clever 
farm. The Manufacturers Light & Heat 
Co. has the rig completed for a test on 
the I. A. Deemer farm. 

Light .wells are the offering in the 
West Virginia fields. In Grant district, 
Ritchie County, the Hope Natural Gas 
Co. has completed No. 3 on the Hannah 
M. Hammett farm. It is showing for a 
4- or 5-bbl. pumper in the Big Injun sand. 
In Murphy district, the same company 
has completed No. 4 on the C. F. Beall 
farm. It has been shot in the Berea grit 
and showing for a 5- or 10-bbl. pumper. 

On the Little Kanawha River, Sherman 
district, Calhoun County, the Hope Nat- 
ural Gas Co. has drilled No. 6 on the 
Tracy J. Brake farm through the Big 
Injun sand. It is located 1,000 feet south- 
west of No. 1 on the same farm and 
showing for a 5- or 10-bbl. pumper. On 
Little Creek, Spencer district, Roane 
County, the Carter Oil Co.’s No. 3 on the 
T. L. Bartlett farm is a 5-bbl. pumper in 
the Big Injun sand. 

In the Burning Springs district, Wirt 
County, the South Penn Oil Co. has com- 
pleted No. 11 on the E. M. Wilson farm. 
It is not good for more than 3 bbls. a 
day. Across the line in Ritchie County, 
the same company has completed No. 14 
on the Sarah J. Lemon farm and got the 
same kind of a pumper in the Salt sand. 

On Elk River, Big Sandy district, Kan- 
awha County, the Summit Oil & Gas Co. 
has a 5-bbl. pumper at its test on the 
Vandine-Robinson farm. In Court House 
district, Lewis County, the Philadelphia 
Co. has completed a test on the N. J. 
Woofter farm. It is a gasser in the Big 
Injun sand. In the same district, the 
fame company’s test on the J. L. Coberly 
farm is a gasser in the same formation. 





The last named well is located across the 
line in Salt Lick district, Braxton County. 

On Billy’s Run, Washington district, 
Jackson County, the United Fuel Gas Co. 
has completed a test on the Sarah Archer 
farm. It is a fair gasser in the Salt sand. 
In McElry district, Tyler County, the 
Pittsburgh & West Virginia Gas Co.’s 
test on the Jacob McCullough farm is a 
gasser in the Big Injun sand. The Hope 
Natural Gas Co. got one of the same 
kind at a test on a part of the same farm. 
The Hope company has the rig completed 
for a test on the M. H. Kyser farm. 

In McKim district, Pleasants County, 
Bole & Co.’s No. 7 on the R. Reynolds 
farm is a duster in the Keener sand. The 
Everson Oil Co.’s No. 18 on the B. N. 
Cook farm is a very light pumper in the 
Cow Run sand. In the same district, L. 
C. White & Co. have started to drill a 


test on the Riggs Bros.’ farm. In Union 
district, Wood County, E. S. Briggs & 
Co. have a duster at No. 4 on the A. 


Dunbar farm. In the same locality, J. 

H. McBride had the same kind of luck 

at his first test on the Headley farm. 
Drilling and Starting Tests. 

On Pickenpaugh Run, Grant district, 
Wetzel County, the Blackshere Oil & Gas 
Co. is down 1,000 feet at a test on the 
M. D. Snodgrass farm. On the same 
stream and in the same district, Snyder 
& Pentz are drilling No: 4 on the J. L. 
Stephens farm. On Fallen Timber Run, 
New Milton district, Doddridge County, 
the Carnegie Natural Gas Co. is rigging 
up at a second test on the William Smith 
farm. In Salt Lick district, Braxton 
County, the Philadelphia Co. is hauling 
rig timbers to a location on the J. H. 
McCauley farm. In the same district, 
the Hope Natural Gas Co. is building a 
rig onthe C. Kuhl farm. The same com- 
pany is hauling in the tools at a rig on 
the M. E. Shouldice farm. 

In Freeman’s Creek district, Lewis 
County, the Reserve Gas Co. has the rig 
completed for a test on the Calvin Flesher 
farm. The same company has rig ma- 
terial on the ground for a test on the L. 
W. Davis farm. On Painter Fork, Eagle 
district, Harrison County, the Carnegie 
Natural Gas Co. is building a rig on the 
M. EB. Copenhaver farm. In Salt Lick 
district, Braxton County, the Clayton Oil 
and Gas Co. is down 2,200 feet at its test 
on the Jeffre heirs’ farm. 


Southeastern Ohio. 

In the deep-sand territory near Brink- 
haven, Richland Township, Holmes Coun- 
ty, Ohio, the Ohio Cities Gas Co. has 
completed and shot in the Clinton sand 
No. 3 on the C. and S. Meeks farm. It 
is located 800 feet east of No. 2 and is 
good for 25 bbls. a day. In Hanover 
Township, Licking County, Whitehill & 
Heasley have drilled a second test on the 
Rebecca Wickham farm through the 
Clinton sand. It is showing for a light 
pumper. One mile west of production 
in Cass Township, Muskingum County, 
George Guthrie & Co. have completed a 
test on the Thomas Little farm. It is a 
fair gasser. 

Shallow Territory. 

‘Light wells and dusters are the best 
the shallow-sand districts are offering at 
this time. In the Elba disctrict, Enoch 





Township, Noble County, Charles Cross 
& Co. have completed a test on the 
Alfred Hupp farm. It is a duster in the 
500-foot sand. In the same township, 
Lawrence & Newell’s No. 7 on the L. L. 
Lovett farm is a duster in the Buell sand. 
The School Farm Oil Co. has completed 
No. 11 on the Casper Schott farm. It is 
a very light pumper in the same forma- 
tion. C. E. Hammond & Co. have drilled 
No. 26 on the Leo Crum farm, located in 
Stalk Township through the Buel Run 
sand. It is avery light pumper. 





Mexican Stamp Taxes 
On Export Oil Revised 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 22.The Mexican 
News Bureau supplies the following: 

Under date of Dec. 6, Sub-Secretary of 
the Treasury Nieto issued the following 
circular regarding the valuation of oil 
for export and upon which stamp taxes 
are required, for the months of Novem- 
ber and December, based upon the values 
of oil and its derivates in the market— 
the rate of taxation being 10% of the 
assessed value: 

Combustible petroleum of a density of 
0.91, $10.50 per ton. 

Crude petroleum of a density of 0.91, 
$13.50 per ton. 

Petroleum of a density greater than 
0.91, $5.50 per ton. 

Gas oil, $10.50 per ton. 

Refined gasoline, in bulk or packages, 
0.12 per liter. 

Crude gasoline, in bulk or pacakages, 
0.11% per liter. 


Crude or refined kerosene, in bulk or 
packages, 0.03 per liter. 

The values of crude or combustible 
petroleum are increased or diminished in 
proportion with the density, as stated in 
the decree regarding the oil tax of April 
13, 1917. 

In terms of American gold the fore- 
going taxes would vary from about 4 to 
%% cents per barrel on the various grades 
of petroleum. 

The Department of Fomento has re- 
cently granted permission to the follow- 
ing companies to sink new wells in the 
petroleum region: The East Coast Oil 
Co., at Panuco, Vera Cruz; the Juan 
Casiano Tuxpam Petroleum Co., at Tux- 
pam, Vera Cruz, and the Puebla of Pa- 
nuco Co., at Ozuloama, Vera Cruz. 








IT IS IMPORTANT IF TRUE. 





NEW YORK, Dec. 21.—An announce- 
ment which has been telegraphed from 
Washington to the effect that a carbu- 
reter which can be used with any gaso- 
line engine and which will make it pos- 
sible to use kerosene for fuel instead of 
gasoline without any alteration of the 
engine, has been perfected, and applica- 
tion for a patent has been made. The 
patent rights will be turned over to the 
Government free of charge and privilege 
to continue throughout the war. 
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Fields of The 


Central West 


By “WHIT” 


PIPE-LINE RUNS REDUCED. 





FINDLAY, O., Dec. 22.—Reports from 
all parts of the Central West fields indi- 
cate that the heavy snow and severe cold 
weather have greatly handicapped devel- 
opment work. The change in weather 
came without warning and caught many 
of the operators unprepared, and many 
pumping wells are shut down with frozen 
water lines, and many drilling wells have 
been temporarily shut down. Kentucky 
suffered along with the other fields, and 
reports from the State indicate that 50% 
of the drilling wells are, shut down for 
more favorable weather. Not in many 
years has such extreme cold weather been- 
experienced at this season. 

The weather has had its effect on the 
running of oil as well as drilling for it. 
The report of the Cumberland Pipe Line 
Co. shows that many Kentucky wells 
were not producing. The runs for the 
week were ,as follows, in barrels: Bussey- 
ville, 700.J2; Fallburg, 261.49; Cooper, 
239.95; Denney, 313.62; Steubenville, 649.73; 
Cannel City, 261.12; Fitchburg, 9,955.78; 
Ravenna, 1,911.86; Ravenna A, 3,486.78; 
Ravenna B, 8,495.27; Stillwater, 128.23; 
Waegersville, 374.96; Beaver Creek, 94.30; 
Ragland, 504.87; Parmleysville, 383.93; 
Pilot 14, 11,602.76; Pilot 15, 5,281.98; Zach- 
ariah, 374.39; total, 45,021.14. 

Oil operations in Metcalf County, in 
what is known as the Edmonton territory, 
are temporarily suspended. The two wells 
on the Gaddie farm, at Beechville, are 
being pumped and the oil hauled to 
Horse Cave. They are reported pumping 
about 20 to 25 bbls. a day. Drilling on 
the Toby lands will soon start again. 
Practically all the land in the county is 
leased and rentals are paid quarterly. 
Extensive operations will begin in the 
spring and larg> and heavier drilling ma- 
chines will be used. 

With the coming of the recent cold 
weather, drilling operations in Grayson 
County practically ceased. The final com- 
pletion of the well at Leitchfield resulted 
in a dry hole, while the work at the 
Mejors farm has been suspended for some 
time. It is not likely that any work of 
an important character will be done in 
the county until spring, unless’ the 
weather should become more favorable. 
The fact that leasing is still going on and 
rentals are being paid on leased territory 


is an encouraging feature, and the oil 
men of the county will continue exploring 
the field until they are convinced that 


oil does not exist in paying quantities 
or they strike the pay in Grayson County. 

According to the figuring of a Bowling 
Green (Ky.) citizen, the town is right in 
line with Scottsville, Allen County, and 
the developments in the eastern part of 
Warren County and the Jackson devel- 
opment west of Bowling Green, and he 
can see no good reason why he should not 
drill for oil and “strike it rich” right in 
his back yard. Anyway, he says he is 
going to drill a well as soon as he can 
make arrangements with reliable drillers. 

Estill and Powell. 

In the Irvine field, in Estill County, the 
Empire Oil & Gas Co.’s No. 16 on the 
Charles Rice farm pumped 25 bbls. W. S. 
Raydure is drilling No. 25 on the Williams 
and others’ farm. Work is not being 
rushed in any part of the Irvine field at 
this time. 





In the Pilot field, in Powell County, the 
best wells in Eastern Kentucky are be- 
ing found. P. J. White’s No. 44 on the 
J. M. Ashley farm pumped 50 bbls. and 
Nos. 45, 46,47 and 49 are drilling. 


The Cherokee Oil Co.’s No. 15 on the 
Elijah Baker farm pumped 100 bbls. and 
No. 17 pumped 50 bbls. The Irvine De- 
velopment Co.’s No. 5 on the H. S. Rog- 
ers farm pumped 15 bbls. The Henry 
Cley Oil Co.’s No. 4 Ludesa Sparks farm 
pumped 10 bbls. 


The Ohio Oil Co.’s No. 1 J. Mullins 
farm pumped 70 bbls. and No. 3 I. T. 
Rogers farm pumped 40 bbls. The Rus- 
sell Land Co.’s .No. 1 Burk Hall farm 
pumped 40 bbls. The Caddy Oil. Co.’s 
No. 1 J. J. Wells farm pumped 25 bbls. 

The Pilot Knob Oil Co.’s No. 13 H. C. 
Baker farm pumped 20 bbls. and No. 5 
Dave Profitt farm pumped 20 bbls. 

In Lee County, the Hopwell Oil Co.’s 
second well on the Shearer farm is re- 
ported showing for 40 bbls. The Bush 
Farm Oil Co.’s No. 3 Bush farm pumped 
25 bbls. 

Under a Winchester date a few days 
ago, the announcement was made that 
the well on the Wheat farm is in Warren 
County. This is a mistake, as the well 
is located seven miles west of Scottsville, 
in the Trammel Creek section of Allen 
County. and not far from Trammell-Pope 
postoffice. This is the well that was 
practically given up last September by 
Hamilton and others as a worthless well 
and which a few days ago broke loose 
and flowed oil. 


In the Beaver Creek district, Floyd 
County, the Yolando Oil Co.’s No. 7 on 
the Isaac Bradley farm pumped but 1 bbl. 


Iinois Field. 


Completions are few from [Illinois dur- 
ing the week, with no wells reported 
from any part of Indiana. In Lawrence 
Township, Lawrence County, the Ohio 
Oil Co.’s No. 17 on the Robert Gillespie 
farm, Section 16, pumped 25 bbls. from 
the Kirkwood sand at 1,560 feet. 


In Honey Creek Township, Crawford 
County, John Phipps and others’ No. 2 
on the Chatman & Parker farm, Section 
3, pumped but 1 bbl. The Ohio Oil Co.’s 
No. 5 on the Charles Purcell farm, Sec- 
tion 36, also pumped 1 bbl., while its No. 
1 on the J. P. Kent farm, Section 35, 
pumped but 1 bbl. Sheets and others’ 
No. 4 A. L. Maxwell farm, Section 10, and 
MeNally and others’ No. 1 C. M. Daron 
farm, Section 9, were both dry holes. 

In Licking Township, Crawford County, 
Curtis & Aiken’s No. 5 on the northeast 
corner of the R. B. Ehine farm, Section 
1, pumped 10 bbls. 

The Lima Field. 

In Freedom ‘Township, Wood County, 
Bushman Bros.’ No. 1 on the F. A. Sher- 
man farm, Section 9, pumped 5 bbls., and 
the Tom Corwin Oil & Gas Co. is drilling 
No. 11 H. and J. C. Bruning farm, Sec- 
tion 35. In Henry Township, J. T. Mont- 
gomery and others’ No. 6 on the W. A. 
Swope farm, Section 16, pumped 4 bbls. 
In Liberty Township, the Sun Co.’s No. 
14 on the James McCullough farm, S&c- 
tion 24, was dry at a depth of 1,275 feet. 
In Perrysburg Township, W. T. Sullivan’s 
No. 4 B. Spieker farm, Section 33, and 
W. F. Johnson’s No. 7 on the northwest 





| ington. 


corner of the J. T. John farm, Section 34, 
are dry holes. 

The banner well of the week was drilled 
by the Ohio Oil Co. in No. 25 on the 
Ephraim Trout heirs’ farm, Section 14, 
Allen Township, Hancock County, which 
showed 100 bbls. a day. In Liberty Town- 
ship, the Base Line Oil Co.’s No. 6 D. 
Browneller farm, Section 33, pumped 20 
bbls. 


In Salem Township, Auglaize County, 
T. J. Winan’s No. 7 on the northwest 
corner of the W. T. Seibert farm, Section 
13, pumped 15 bbls. 


In Scott Township, Sandusky County, 
C. Potter’s No. 1 on the southwest corner 
of the John Lehman farm, Section 27, 
pumped 15 bbls. In Dublin Township, 
Mercer County, B. F. Blossome’s No. 6 
W. R. Henderson farm, Section 6, pumped 
2 bbls. 


In Liberty Township, Van Wert County, 
E. A. Kuhns and others’ well on the C. 
Kneller farm, Section 8, pumped 8 bbls., 
and in Willshire Township, the same 
firm’s No. 5 J. B. Eaton farm, Section 26, 
pumped 8 bbls. 


In Clinton Township, Seneca County, 
the E. T. Umstead farm, Section 8, 
pumped 40 bbls. Sand was struck in this 
well at 1,483 feet and drilled 341 feet in 
to a total depth of 1,824 feet. 


Blanket Lease Deal 
By Hamon in Osage? 


PAWHUSKA, Okla., Dec. 26.—Jake L. 
Hamon, one of the most successful pro- 
ducers of oil in Oklahoma, has succeeded 
in interesting the Osage Tribal Council 
in a blanket lease proposition which in- 
cludes about 600,000 acres of land in the 
western part of the Osage Reservation. 
Hamon, it is understood, is willing to 
give a 25% royalty on all oil and 3 cents 
per 1,000 cubic feet on all gas produced 
in the holdings, the lease to continue 25 
years. In addition, it is proposed to erect 
and operate a refinery in this town to 
handle the crude produced in the leased 
territory. No bonus is included in the 
terms. Drilling operations are to pro- 
ceed promptly, should the lease be nego- 
tiated. 


At a meeting of the Council held Fri- 
day, a resolution was passed approving 
the offer made by Hamen. There have 
been denials of this turn in the affair, 
but an inquiry in official quarters here 
brings verification of the story. 

Persons in a position to know about 
the matter are inclined to doubt that 
there would be approval of the lease in 
Washington by the Secretary of the In- 
terior, even if the Osage Council should 
accept Hamon’s offer. While there is a 
tendency to get away from the old 4,800- 
acre limit in the leasing of Osage lands 
to any one interest, and while larger 
areas are likely to be obtainable than 
heretofore by lessees, it is not deemed 
probable that so extensive a tract as that 
involved in the proposed Hamon deal 
would receive official sanction at Wash- 








In the western portion of the resereva- 
tion there is a vast area as yet unleased 
and untested. Geologists have favorably 
reported upon it as to oil and gas possi- 
bilities. 

In the proposed deal with Hamon he 
has affiliated interests, but the identity 
of the latter has not as yet been made 
known. 





KEROSENE IS SOLD BY CARD 
IN DENMARK THIS WINTER. 


NEW YORK, Dec. 23.—Privations suf- 
fered by the people of neutral Denmark 
are told in a letter received by Miss Sig- 
rid Simonsen, of Terre Haute, Ind., from 
her sister, Mrs. Valpurg Lassen, of Den- 
mark. 

“How will the poor people be able to 
live through this winter?’’ she writes. 
“Most: of the factories have been closed 
for ever so long, and we have pretty 
nearly forgotten what coal looks like. 
Today there is absolutely no coal in this 
country but what the Government keeps 
to supply the trains. Even then we have 
only one train a day in each direction. 
The only fuel we have is a little wood and 
peat. Coal oil one can buy only if one 
has a card. That allows only a gallon to 
a@ person. 

“T dread the long dark winter. All food 
and clothing is. terribly expensive. A 
pound of butter is now 80 cents (before 
the war is was 20 cents) and there are 
no substitutes because of no oil or fat 
to make them. ‘ 

“Poor, gay Copenhagen is without life 
now, as everything must be dark by 11 
o’clock. Theaters must start their per- 
formances early so people can be home 
and in bed at that hour. If you have a 
light after 11 o’clock a policeman will 
knock at your house and demand the 
reason for your extravagance.”’ 





SUDDEN DEATH OF OIL MAN 
AT HOTEL IN SPRINGFIELD. 





SPRINGFIELD, Ill., Dec... 23.—An in- 
quest over the body of William J. Grafe- 
man, aged 56, of St. Louis, president of 
the Grafeman Dairy Co., who died sud- 
denly in a hotel here Friday night, will 
be held today. Grafeman was registered 
at the hotel under the name of Frank 
Waters. He was head of the Grafeman 
Crude Oil & Gas Co., of Tulsa, Okla., 
which went into receivership last Qc- 
tober. f 

ST. LOUIS, Dec. 22.—William E. Grafe- 
man was president of a large dairy com- 
pany and owner of a large hotel. The 
dairy company recently went into receiv- 
ership on petition of a money lender, who 
alleged that the company had been mis- 
managed and that Grafeman had diverted 
$350,000 to his own use. 

Mrs. Grafeman said today that she 
thought her husband died of apoplexy. 





SO THEY TOOK THE “CHANGE.” 





CHICAGO, Dec. 21.—Robert Pierce, 
manager of the Standard Oil Co.'s gaso- 
line station at Ashland and Lawrence Av- 
enues, showed $55 last night while giving 
change for $1 to two men who had pur- 
chased a gallon of gasoline for their 
limousine. ‘‘We’ll take it all as change,”’ 
said one of the men, producing a re- 
volver. Pierce gave them the money and 
fired five shots at them as they fled in 
their car, but missed. 





FATAL AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENT. 





GARBER, Okla., Dec. 25.—James L. 
Lynn and Jack Hubbard, oil field workers 
employed by the Sinclair Oil & Gas Co., 
were the victims of an automobile acci- 
dent yesterday. The car in which the) 
were riding overturned and Lynn was 
killed. Hubbard was so seriously in- 





jured that his death may follow. 








Every pipe requirement of the oil and 
gas business is provided for in La 
Belle Pipe. 
the development of La Belle oil and 


Our own experience in 


gas properties is built into our pipe 
products. 


La Belle Iron Works 
**From Mine to Market” 
General Offices: Steubenville, O. 
Plants, Steubenville, O. and Wheeling, W. Va. 


Kansas City Office, 
R. A. LONG BUILDING. 
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Appreciation 


19T/—1918 


We appreciate the good will and co-operation of 
our many friends and customers. 


Accept our sincere thanks for the successful and 
prosperous year we have enjoyed. 


The officers and directors extend their good 
wishes to all for a happy and prosperous New Year. 


(Inc. of Oklahoma) 


LEE C. MOORE & COMPANY 


KIEFER, OKLA. PITTSBURGH, PA. TULSA, OKLA. 
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California Field Operations 


By C. H. 


WOULD CURTAIL NEW WORK. 





LOS ANGELES, Dec. 18.—‘‘War condi- 
tions,’’ or some other cause, seem to haye 
upset the general trend of oil-field oper- 
ations, for there is an apparent disposi- 
tion everywhere to curtail new work, and 
at no time in years have the oil fields 
presented a more uninteresting aspect. 
That many of the oil-field workers have 
enlisted in the war is evidenced in the 
thinning of the ranks of extra men 
throughout the different oil towns in the 
State. The great number of recruits taken 
from the ranks of the Standard Oil Co. 
alone is certainly wonderful, a list of 
which, published in a recent issue of the 
Bulletin, will give some idea of what this 
war is doing in depleting the fields of 
labor. In the Kern fields alone 230 men 
were taken from the Standard, and other 
companies have contributed accordingly. 

While the "labor settlement” as en- 
dorsed by the Chamber of. Mines and Oil 
would seem to have permanently , dis- 
posed of this vexatious problem, there is 
a question among some oil men as to 
whether anybody, either collectively or in- 
dividually, has the authority to enter 
into negotiations obligating all companies 
to pay certain specified wages. Accord- 
ing to the rules promulgated at the 
Santa Barbara conference the new scale 
does not go into effect until after the 
first of January, 1918, but recent news- 
paper reports are beginning to sound the 
alarm, as is noted by the following from 
Bekersfield, which says: “That the oil 
operators in the California fields are not 
living up to the $4 minimum wage scale 
adoped at the Santa Barbara conference 
betwcen Verner Z. Reeder, President Wil- 
son’s representative, and the oil oper- 
ators and oil workers’ union, are paying 
men less than the scale, causing intense 
dissatisfaction, men wanting to quit 
everywhere, and that the situation is 
critical, was the substance of a telegram 
sent tonight by the State executive board 
of the Oil & Gas Well Workers’ Union 
of California to Verner Z. Reed at Hot 
Springs, Ark.” 

It would seem that this report is a little 
premature, as the time has not yet ar- 
rived for the establishing of the new rate 
of wages. 

McKittrick Field. 

McKittrick, while generally 
as not very much in evidence, is a long 
ways from being down and out, if the fol- 
lowing extracts from a recent letter are 
reliable: The Standard Oil Co. has taken 
steps looking to the erection of a machine 
shop and storehouse as an auxiliary to 
their extensive developments in the Lost 
Hills, Belridge and North McKittrick 
front. Among the land deals in which 
this company has ‘figured within the past 
year or two are these: The old Fearless 
lease, in Section 16-30-22, North MckKit- 
trick, containing 640 acres; 160 acres in 
Section 21-29-21; 120 acres in Section 22; 
240 acres in Section 27; 480 acres in Sec- 
tion 36; 420 acres in Section 6-30-22; 40 
acres in Section 7-30-22, and 340 acres in 
Section 8-30-22 these transfers covering 
a total of 2,580 acres, and represent some 
of the best tracts in these districts. In 
addition to various large tracts in the 
Lost Hills they have purchased at a cost 
of about $500,000 the properties of the 
Vulcan Oil Co. 

The expansion of operations in these 
districts during the past two years has 
been remarkable. Other companies that 
have acquired leases on the North Mc- 
Kittrick front and Belridge are the H. §. 
Williams Oil Co., which has a number of 
producing wells on 120 acres of Section 
26-29-21; the Pacific Crude Oil Co., which 
controls the latter company; the United 
Western Oil Co., with several producers 
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cn a 320-acre tract formerly controlled by 
the Arcato Oil Co., and Successus Oil Co., 
in Section 26-29-21; the Suncrest Oil Co., 
with 120 acres in Section 26-29-21; the 
Sunbeam Oil Co., in Section 25-29-21, with 
80 acres; West Penn Oil Co., in Section 
36-29-21, 80 acres, formerly owned by the 
Mahaska Oil Co.; Pittsburgh Light & Gas 
Co., 160 acres, in Section 6-30-22; Nevada 
Counties Oil Co., which has leased the 
U. S. Oil & Mining Co., with a number 
of producing wells in Section 6-30-22, 
which hed previously been suspended but 
later cleaned out and put on the produc- 
ing list. 

The Jackson Oil Co. continues to add 
to its list of wells, having started work 
on No. 11 this week. S. P. Wible, of 
Bakersfield, is president and D. A. Jack- 
son is superintendent of the company. 
The property is located four miles north- 
west of McKittrick in Section 11-30-21. 

One of the oldest companies in the field 
is the San Francisco & McKittrick Oil 
Co., which was organized 17 years ago. 
This concern has 20 producing wells 
located in Section 14-30-21, with a uni- 
form output, and its storage facilities are 
among the largest in the field. 

The starting of a new well, No. 154, in 
Section 2-29-21 by the General Petroleum 
Corporation shows the progress being 
made by this concern in the development 





of the Belridge field, where a large num- 
| ber of new rigs have been erected during 
| the year. This company has also been 
| busy in the Lost Hills and in both these 
districts a number of producing wells 
have added to the output of this part of 
the State. The more recent completions 
in the Belridge field by the General Petro- 
leum have averaged but little more than 
900 feet in depth, the output ranging from 
60 to 100 bbls. a day, while some of those 
brought in in the Lost Hills have run 
from 530 to 580 feet in depth, the smallest 
producers being about 20 bbls. and the 
larger wells showing for 50 and 60 bbls., 
while some on the Marina lease, a sub- 
sidiary company, are good for 100 bbls. a 
day. 

In the Lost Hills, the Standard Oil Co. 
has started redrilling No. 1 in Section 5- 
27-21, and is also making ready to deepen 
No. 8 in Section 3-29-21, where a number 
of new wells have been drilled in the 
past year. 

In the McKittrick field, H. S. Williams 
Co. has abandoned No. 9, and No. 10 in 
Section 36-29-21 has been abandoned by 
the Southern Pacific. 

The Bast Puente Oil Co. spudded 
No. 9 in the McKittrick field last week. 


Regarding Natural Gas. 


It is a matter worthy of special note 
that the Los Angeles newspapers never 
grow weary of telling the reading public 
about the great amount of natural gas 
that is going to waste in the oil fields, all 
of which should be conserved and the 
rates of natural gas reduced to consum- 
ers accordingly. 

But coming down to actual facts, 
remarked by an official of one of the 
public service corporations that “they 
would gladly avail themselves of any of 
this superfluous gas if anybody would de- 
vise a method by which the precious 
stuff could be delivered and show them 
where it could be procured.” It is a fact 
that all of the available gas now being 
produced has long since been ‘“‘corralled”’ 
by local gas companies, the Southern 
Counties Gas Co. utilizing a part of the 
supply from the Fullerton fields in its 
system of lines throughout the citrus dis- 
tricts, and the Southern California Gas 
Co. contracting for the Standard’s sur- 
plus in the Coyote Hills. The Ecqnomic 
Gas Co. is using the available gas from 
the Salt Lake field and the Midway Gas 
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Co., with a 12-inch main 150 miles in 
length, is drawing on the resources of 
Kern County, to say nothing of the gas 
that is being used from the Midway field 
in supplying the northern counties. When- 
ever any of the companies hear of any 
extra gas “going to waste” in any of the 
fields, there is immediate rivalry among 
them in procuring the same. 
Field Developments. 

The weekly bulletin of the State Mining 
Bureau for the week ending Dec. 15 
shows a total of 13 new wells started 
drilling, located as follows: Two by the 
Standard, one being No. 14 on the Bald- 
win tract at Montebello and one on the 
Murphy: at Whittier. In the Puente Hills, 
A. T. Currier reports the: starting of well 
No. 1 in Section 9-2-9. Mr. Currier has 
formerly drilled one well here which had 
some indications of oil and it is not im- 
probable that this may be a redrilling 
of the same well. In the Arroyo Grande, 
San Luis Obispo County, the Tiber Pa- 
cific Oil Co. is drilling well No. 9; at Cas- 
malia, the Union Oil Co., No. 7 on the 
Escolle lease; Midway Oil Co., No. 67, 
Sunset; Southern Pacific, No. 11, Sunset; 
East Puente Oil Co., No. 9, McKittrick; 
Hale & McLeod, No. 21, Midway; at 
Coalinga the Southern Pacific two and 
the Shell Co. two. 

The list of wells redrilled include two 
by the Doheny Pacific Petroleum Co. at 
Simi; two by the Union Oil Co. at Cat 
Canyon; San Francisco-McKittrick Oil 
Co., one at McKittrick; Universal Oil Co., 
one at Lost Hills; Belridge Oil Co., two 
at Belridge; in Kern River, Frank May, 
Santa Fe and Del Rey oil companies, one 
each; at Coalinga, the Ozark, Pacific Pe- 
troleum, Pilot and Shell companies, one 
each, and the Southern Pacific two and 
the Standard two, a total of 19. 

There were 12 wells reported aban- 
doned. Of these five were by the Hight 
Oil Co. in Section 31-31-23, Midway; the 
No. 1 wildcat (Louis Titus), Section 6-32- 
13, Arroyo Grande; No. 2 Southern Pa- 


cific, Section 31-12-23, Sunset; the old 
No. 1 of the Devil’s Den Consolidated, 


Section 22-25-18, Devil’s Den; at Coalinga, 
No. 8, Standard, Section 20-19-15; No. 1 
Coalinga Red Top Oil Co., Section 6-21-15, 
and No. 5 W. M. & M. Oil Co., Section 
31-19-15. 

In many of the wildcat districts where 
in days gone by no appreciable results 
were attained it was the custom when 
work was suspended to leave the rig 
standing and the casing in fhe ground. 
This condition has changed and many of 
the holes are now being plugged and the 
wells abandoned, as all available casing 
and material can now be put to good 
advantage owing to the general scarcity 
of supplies. 


In the Midway, State Supervisor Mc- 
Laughlin has a crew now engaged in 
making a complete survey of Sections 25 
and 26-32-23, generally known as Twenty- 
five Hill. In making this survey the logs 
of more than 100 wells are to be obtained, 
a close check-up established on elevations 
and water shut off and a model of the 
two sections made so as to be more able 
to ascertain what wells should be aban- 
doned in the improvement of the general 
conditions of the field. 


Some Fast Drilling. 


The Petroleum Reporter is authority for 
the statement that 1,229 feet of 15\%4-inch 
hole was recently made by a drilling 
crew on one of the Interstate Oil Co.’s 
wells in the Maricopa flats. A former 
record for this part of the field was. held 
by a drilling crew-on the Lakeview No. 
13, which was drilled to a depth of 1,300 
feet in five days. This well was com- 
pleted to a depth of 2,350 feet in just 14 
days and was cemented in the 10-inch 
casing at that depth. The work was 
done with the rotary. 

The famous old Lakeview No. 2 gusher, 
which was recently brought in again with 
a flow of 250 bbls. a day, is still holding 
up at a rate of 200 bbis., flowing, and the 





e 
oil is perfectly dry, while the gravity, 27 
degrees, is much higher than other oil 
found in this vicinity. 

No. 16 of the Interstate Oil Co. was re- 
cently cemented, drilled through and 
found to have a perfect shut-off of water 
at a depth of 2,832 feet. The well will 
now be finished to the producing sand at 
about 3,000 feet. 

No. 9 of the Lakeview No. Two Oil Co. 
is being finished this week with. the 4%- 
inch casing. A good well is looked for. 
The depth of the oil sand is about 3,320 
feet. 

November Field Report. 
KERN RIVER FIELD. 





Out- 
Ss. T. R. Co. and No. Well. Depth. put. 
9-29-28, Junction Oil Co. 10..... 968 20 
10-29-28, Santa Fe Co. 7......... 426 10 
Santa Fe Co. 8......... 423 10 
2-29-28, Gray Oil Co. 30........ 250 10 
New production ...... 50 
Wells, 4 
COALINGA FIELD. 
32-19-15, American Petr. Co. 55..2,102 180 
32-19-15, Associated (Panth’'n) 32.2,252 30 
11-19-15, Southern Pacific 52..... 2,074 175 
35-19-15, Southern Pacific 72..... 2,790 125 
1-20-15, Southern Pacific 4...... 4,019 145 
2-19-15, General Petr. C 430 
27-19-15, Shell Oil Co. 1 60 
Shell Oil Co 90 
Shell Oil Co. 115 
36-19-15, Shell Oil Co, 75 
Shell Oil Co. 3 175 
22-19-15, Standard Oil 100 
New production ..... 1,700 
Wells, 12 
MARICOPA FIELD. 
36-12-24, Ethel D. Oil Co. 36....1,330 30 
31-12-23, Southern Pacific 6...... 1,443 55 
35-12-24, Midway Oil Co. 63..... 865 40 
35-12-23, Midway Oil Co. 66..... 815 100 
12-11-24, Good Roads Oil Co. 7...1,130 15 
8-11-23, Sunset Extension 1.....3,475 10 
New production ..... 250 
Wells, 6 
MIDWAY FIELD. 
14-31-22, Manley & McGinn 10...1,355 50 
26-31-22, California Star 8....... 1,160 15 
26-31-22, California Star 9....... 1,205 10 
16-32-24, St. Helens Petr. 23..... 3,529 70 
26-31-22, El Camino O. & D. 24..1,214 15 
26-31-22, Reward Oil Co. 5....... 2,010 30 
14-31-22, W. & S. (Potter) 10....1,330 75 
1-32-23, Southern Pacific 58..... 2,805 200 
9-32-24, Southern Pacific 50..... 2,860 150 
9-32-24, Southern Pacific 52..... 2,830 180 
26-31-22, Santa Fe Co. 11........ 1,315 80 
26-31-22, Santa Fe Co. 22........ 1,419 75 
30-32-24, Standard Oil Co. 34....2,586 75 
36-31-23, Standard Oil Co. 59....2.775 Gas 
31-31-23, Standard Oil Co. 25....2,290 65 
New production ..... 1,090 
Wells, 15. 
BELRIDGE FIELD. 
2-29-21, General Petr. Co. 150... 976 150 
General Petr. Co. 151... 976 75 
General Petr. Co. 153...1,005 90 
3-29-21, General (Marina) 32a...1,004 50 
General (Marina) 36.... 970 25 
General (Marina) 42.... 978 35 
New production ..... 425 
Wells, 6. 
LOST HILLS FIELD. 
13-26-20, General Petr. Co. 17. 825 30 
19-26-21, General Petr. Co. 71. 622 70 
19-26-21, General Petr. Co. 28.... 595 60 
New production ..... 160 
Wells, 3 
SANTA MARIA FIELD. 
30- 9-33, Union (Newlove) 44....3,700 146 
24- 9-35, Asso. (Casmalia) 45m..2,274 200 
30- 9-32, Santa Maria Oilfields 8.3,095 70 
19- 9-34, Doheny Pac. Petr. 14...1,620 75 
19- 9-34, Doheny Pac. Petr. 17...1,465 250 
24- 9-35, Asso. (Casmalia) 6la...1,640 400 
New production ..... 1,240 
Wells, 6 
SALT LAKE FIELD. 
se bees La Brea: Oil Co. 71... 25.5 16 
WHITTIER-FULLERTON — 
9- 3- 9, Santa Fe 77 (Olinda)...2,9 200 
6- 2-11, Stand. (Temple 2, Mt.). eet 465 
6- 2-11, Red Star 1 (Mont.,)..... 2,138 500 
24- 3-10, Amal. (La Habra) 56...2,699 500 
18- 3-10, Standard (Murphy 29)..4,095 550 
18- 3-10, Standard (Murphy 30) .3,995 420 
New production ..... 2,635 
Wells, 6 
VENTURA COUNTY. 
4- 3-19, Montebello Oil Co. 113..3,378 100 


Total wells completed, €0. 

Total new production per day, 7,660 bbls. 

In October 67 wells were completed, with 
total new production estimated at 14,950 
bbls. per day. 
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Refinery of Peirce-Fordyce Oil Association, Fort Worth, Tex., built by 


THE WARREN CITY TANK AND BOILER CO., WARREN, OHIO 
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News of Mexican Oil Fields 


By GEORGE BLARDONE 


DECREASE IN SHIPMENTS. 





TAMPICO, Mex., Dec. 19.—Shipments 
of crude oil, topped crude and distillates 
from Tampico and Tuxpam during the 
month of November aggregated 33,497,632 
bbis., a decrease of 951,601 bbls. when 
the October movement is considered. The 
fact that some ships loading out during 
October were cleared for long voyages, 
which precluded their returning in time 
to load out in November, thus reducing 
the November clearances, may account 
for some of the shortage in the volume 
of oil moved in November as against 
the October movement. It is a fact, how- 
ever, that the month just passed wit- 
nessed a shortage of tankers arriving here- 
and it is hinted that there will be even 
a more reduced number available for this 
trade as the exigencies of the European 
war develops, insofar as tanker bottoms 
under the American flag are concerned. 

As usual, the United States received 
most of the oil dispatched, that country 
taking 2,709,489 bbls. Mexican coastwise 
clearances (Mexican Eagle Oil Co. ship- 
ments) aggregated 357,624 bbis., while 
the remainder was dispatched as follows: 


To South America, 247,035 bbls.; to Cent- | 
ral America, 126,701 bbls.; to the United | 


Kirgdom, 56,783 bbls. Tuxpam cleared 


all crude, as usual, while Tampico’s clear- | 


ances represented 1,717,044 bbis. of crude; 
777 bbls. of topped oil, with 181,818 bbls. 
of lighter products. There was also ex- 
ported to the United States 3,000 bbls. 
of asphalt. 

In the Fields. 

Lack of water in the Tepetate-Chin- 
ampa sector of the southern fields is re- 
tarding operations there to quite an ex- 
tent. At Topila operations, never very 
extensive, are practically at a standstill, 
while Panuco is rather devoid of feature 
with some half score strings in operation. 

Interest in the Southern fields will cen- 
ter now on International Petroleum Co.’s 
No. 1, Lot 252, Amatian, just north of 
the Mexican Eagle’s Los Naranjos pool, 
which is starting to drill in, having set 
and cemented §8-inch at 1,875 feet in lime 
shells. It is thought that the pay forma- 
tion will be entered at about 1,950 feet 
in this test. Huasteca Petroleum Co. has 
been shut down on its two tests, waiting 
for supplies, while most of the tests in 
this immediate section are shut down on 
account of a lack of water. The Texas 
Co. crews have even been digging open 
wells in an attempt to get sufficient water 
to keep moving, with but little avail. Its 
No. 2, Lot 11, Tepetate, offsetting the 
Mexican Gulf’s big well on Lot 8, Tepe- 
tate, has practically made no hole the 
past 10 days, the drill being in chert, 
which makes the going extremely slow. 
The company’s No. 3, same lot, is setting 
10-inch at around 1,900 feet, while it looks 
as if it has scored a failure on Lot 153, 
Cinampa, an offset to the Mexican Gulf’s 
test on Lot 148, same sector, the drill 
being approximately 3,000 feet in shale. 
There is no change in the status of the 
Guilf’s two tests, one on Lot 8, Tepetate 
(No. 2 Lacrote), where they are ready to 








shut down at 1,300 feet in shale, a victim 
of the drouth. The company’s test on 
Lot 162, Chinampa, is spudding in. Cor- 
tez Oil Corporation’s test on Lot 5, Tepe- 
tate, is shut down at 2,235 feet in a hard 
formation that is reported as looking 
favorable for the pay. H. Stoopen, No. 1, 
Lot 2, San Sebastian, is drilling at 1,150 
feet in lime shells and shale. Cosden & 
Wilson’s No. 1 Tamantao is drilling in 
shale at 450 feet. 
Panuco Pool. 

In the Panuco pool, the most favorable- 
looking test is English Oil Co.’s No. 3 
Rufino, which, at 2,265 feet, is making 
about 800 bbls. as the drill descends. 
Meanwhile Tampascos Oil Co.’s No. 4 
Robles does not appear so favorably. The 
drill has been sent to 2,305 feet, but the 
6-inch, which was run into the hole at 


2,104 feet in an attempt to make the well 


drill itself in, has been pulled, and the 
production of about 100 bbls., which the 
test produced by heads for a while, has 
dwindled to much less. Freeport & Mexi- 
can Fuel Oil Corporation’s No. 1, Lot 1, 
Camolote, is drilling in shale and lime 
shell at 1,420 feet. Cia. Petrolera Es- 
fuerza Nacional, No. 1 Guzman, is drill- 
ing in blue shale at 1,075 feet. Zonas 
Petroliferas de Panuco, No. 4 Alamo, is 
changing over to standard tools te drill 
in with. The status of the other active 
tests in the pool shows no change since 
the last report. 
Topila and Miscellaneous. 

In the Topila pool, there is but one 
string of tools in operation, Cia. Petro- 
lera Comercio del Pueblo, No. 1, Lot 12, 
Tamboyoche, where the tools are being 
changed from rotary to standard to 
drill in. 

In the Soto la Marina district, La 
Corona Petroleum Co.’s No. 4, San Jose 
de la Rusias, is drilling in sandy shale at 
2,850 feet; its No. 5 is cementing 8-inch at 
2,505 feet, while its No. 6 is drilling in 
shale at 780 feet. 

Personal Mention and Notes. 

W. T. Griswold, the well-known Penn- 
sylvania geologist, has arrived here to 
make reports for the Mexican Fuel Co. 
(Pierce Oil Corporation), which is pre- 
paring to do extensive exploration work 
under the management of M. H. Warren. 

American Fuel Co.’s Loma del Pozo 
well, south by east of major production 
in the Topila field, has been closed in 
successfully, it being recalled that the 
well started leaking several weeks ago 
between the casing and outside of it. 
Allison Smith & Son, contract drillers, 
did the job in good shape. 





COMPLETIONS AT PANUCO. 





TAMPICO, Mex., Dec. 12.—Panuco 
claimed the honors the past week insofar 
as completions with pay in Mexican pools 
were concerned, Cia. de Petroleo Eureka 
Chautemoc completing its test on the 
Medina tract of the West Magaubes sec- 
tor at 215 feet. The well is good for 
3,000 bbls. This strike in this particular 
sector, which lies practically west and 
west by north of the town of Panuco 


resume with cable tools, and the other on| (north bank of the Panuco River), will 
Lot 148, Chinampa, where the rotary will prove encouraging to lease holders in 
be used to try to get the limestone, al-| the vicinity for thus far the tests drilled 


though the test is virtually conceded to 
be a failure. Cia. Mexican de Petroleo 
La Libertad, No. 1, Lot 8, Tepetate, is 


| 





in juxtaposition to the one under dis- 
cussion have been, comparativély speak- 
ing, failures. It again exemplifies the 
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maxim made famous in the Texas-Loui- 
siana Coastal pools, but equally applica- 
ble to Mexico, that ‘ every well is a 
wildcat.” 

Summing up the pools in general results 
in a dry hole in Tamaulipas, with but 
little change in the status of drilling 
tests generally, while from the Tepetate- 
Chinampa sector of the southern fields 
the lack of water (last summer’s rains 
having been rather glack) is causing 
some temporary shut downs. 


The Southern Fields. 

In the Southern Fields there was little 
of interest the past ‘week, Penn-Mex- 
Fuel Co.’s completions at Alamo and on 
the Molino continuing to furnish most 
of the conversationai grist. The No. 7 
Alamo was completed at approximately 
2,147 feet, or say about 10 feet less depth 
than the company’s No. 2, which it off- 
sets, was finished at. The well is prob- 
ably as good as No. 2, say 20,000 bbls. 
|The deep test on the Molino was com- 
pleted at 2,713 feet, and may prove a 
well of 'tike capacity. The oil in .the 
latter is reported testing a little better 
now, say 15 degrees on the Baume scale, 
although no official reports from the cem- 
pany on any of these details have as yet 
been received. Certainly they are two 
good wellls, and may be rated as either 
a delayed Thanksgiving offering or an 
early arriving Christmas present. 

In the Tepetate-Chinampa district, op- 
erations are epitomized as follows: Mexi- 
ean Eagle Oil Co.’s No. 2 Tepetate (Lot 
11) is shut down temporarily waiting for 
cement. International Petroleum Co.’s 
No. 1, Lot 12, is shut down at 400 feet in 
shale on account of lack of water. Down 
at Lot 252, Amatlan, the company’s No. 1 
there is resuming operations, drilling out 
cement plugs at 1,875 feet, at which depth 
8-inch was cemented. The Texas Co. is 
making slow time on its No. 2, Lot 11, 
some oil being reported in the hole. The 
general status of its No. 3 on the same 
lot and of its No. 1, Lot 153, Chinampa, 
is unchanged, the !atter well being some- 
thing over 2,300 feet, without any signs 
that might tend to jubilation being in 
evidence. Mexican Gulf Oil Co.’s test on 
Lot 148 Chinampa is waiting on 4-inch 
drill stem before resuming with rotary 
the quest for the apparently elusive lime- 
stone in this particular section. Cia. 
Mexicana de Petroleo La Libertad, No. 1, 
Lot 8, Tepetate, is drilling in shale at 
approximately 1,300 feet. Cortez Oil Cor- 
poration, No. 2, Lot 5, Tepetate, is drill- 
ing at approximately 2,230 feet in shale. 

The status of the other tests scattered 
about the Southern fields remains gener- 
ally unchanged. 

Panuco Operations. 

Apart from the Hureka Chautemoc com- 
pletion already reviewed, Panuco has a 
near completion in English Oil Co.’s No. 
3 Rufino, which is making 700 bbls. now 
at 2,150 feet, with the drill going deeper 
into the limestone. Freeport & Mexican 
Fuel Oil Corporation’s No. 1, Lot 1, Cam- 
olote, is drilling in grey shale at 1,175 
feet. Tampascos Oil Co.’s No. 4 Robles 
has resumed drilling, the drill being in 
limestone at 2,125 feet, with a continua- 
tion of the showing of bbls. Cia. Petro- 
lera Dsfuerza Nacional’s No. 1 Guzman 
is drilling in red rock at 800 feet. Cia. 
Petrolera El Triunfo, No. 1, Lot 6, Camo- 
lote, is drilling at 2,500 feet in the lime- 
stone, with a continuation of the 70-bbl. 
show. 

Topila and Miscellaneous. 

Topila was dormant the past week, the 
only active test in the pool not having 
resumed hole-making since it shut down 
at 2,003 feet for cement to set around 
8-inch. This test, Cia. de Comercio del 
Pueblo, No. 1, Lot 12, Tamboyoche, should 
resume in a day or two. Texas Co.’s der- 
rick on the Sanchez, an offset to the 
Poblana and Corona big wells in the same 
sector (Tamboyoche) ‘was blown down 
late last week when the first hard norther 
of the season arrived. 2 

Tamaulipas State scored another fail- 
ure when Mexican Gulf Oil Co. abandoned 
its test at Sabino Gordo, near the village 
of Alama, about 40 miles east of Gon- 
zales station, during the week. The order 
to quit was received when the drill had 
reached 3,278 feet in a_ shale-streaked 
limestone. This test had a little oil show 
and some little salt water at 1,488 feet; 
otherwise it was a perfectly good duster 
all the way. 

Proposed State Tax. 

Information-has been received here that 
the tax collector of the State of Vera 
Cruz, in which is located the entire com- 
mercial production of the republic (except 
some little production in the Isthmus of 
Tehuantepec), has instructed district tax 
collectors to proceed to levy a tax of two 
centavos the barrel on production, basing 
this order on a decree promulgated by 
General Candido Aguilar, military gov- 











ernor of the State, in March, 1915, during 


which month and year the decree issued. 
It will be recalled, however, that in Au- 
gust,. 1916, President Carranza, who was 
then first chief of the Constitutionalist 
army, encharged with the executive power 
of the nation, issued a decree in which 
certain forms of national wealth, among 
which petroleum was specified, were de- 
clared to be exclusively a national asset 
subject only to federal control. Article 
1 of this decree states: The governments 
of the States will not be allowed to issue 
laws, decrees nor dictates, dispositions 
nor administrative measures on com- 
merce, mining,. banking institutions, for- 
ests and untilled or national lands, public 
lands, waters of federal jurisdiction, fish- 
ing in territorial waters, organization of 
labor in the various industries, explora- 
tion and exploitation, commerce of min- 
erals, deposits of coal, bitumens, petro- 
leums and other liquid and gaseous car- 
bides and hydrocarbides that are found 
in the subsoil of the national territory. 
This prohibition is extended to all 
branches that are of the exclusive prohi- 
bition and competence of the federal 
power. 

Mexican Notes. 


mencing to assemble material which it 
will move to 2 location made in the south- 
east corner of Lot 153, Chinampa, in the 
Southern fields, where it will drill a test. 
R. C. Holmes, vice president of The 
Texas Co., accompanied by B. E. Hull, 
chief engineer of the company, was a 
visitor here during the past week, inspect- 
ing the extensive work the company is 
now engaged on. In the main this in- 
cludes the construction of a refinery here 
at Tampico, which, as previously re- 
ported, is now under way, and the laying 
of a pipe line from Tepetate east to the 
company’s ocean terminus opposite Lobos 
Island (Port Lobos). The pipe line is 
rapidly nearing completion and many sub- 
stantial buildings are already practically 
completed at the company’s Tampico ter- 
minals, including machine shops, office 
buildings, etc., necessary adjuncts to the 
refinery proper. The Tampico plant will 
probably be used at first as a topping 
plant only and will have some 10,000 bbls. 
capacity, while the company has already 
secured a concession for a topping plant 
of similar capacity at Port Lobos, but 
the work of constructing the latter plant 
will probably depend largely on the se- 
curing of the necessary material from the 
United States, hence any definite state- 
ment as to time of construction: is hardly 
possible. 

George H. Stoddard, of the Lucey Man- 
ufacting Corporation, who has been look- 
ing over the Mexican fields, is scheduled 
to start for home this week. 

BE. A. McFarland, manager of the Cia. 
Petrolera Maritima, which has a parti- 
ally drilled. test at Panuco, is back in 
town after an extended absence. 

Modelo Vincent, of the firm of Zahnizer, 
Gibson & Vincent, owning extensive leases 
in the Southern fields, has returned from 
the United States. 

Paul J. Blackmon, vice president and 
manager in Mexico of the New England 
Fuel Co., with considerabie production at 
Panuco, has returned from a visit to 
Texas points. 
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Wyoming Field Operations 


INCREASING REFINERY CAPACITY. 





CASPER, Wyo., Dec. 22.—That Wyo- 
ming is one of the few States where the 
production of oil is ever on the increase 
is shown by the action of the Midwest 
Refining Co., which is rapidly completing 
another unit of six stills, which will in- 
crease its refining output to about twice 
the present capacity. The company at 
present handles 20,000 bbls. and early in 
January the refinery will be in a position 
to take care of 40,000 bbls. 

At the present time the plant of the 
Midwest is the third largest producer of 
gasoline in the United States and with its 
additional capacity will run close to the 
leading plants of the country. There are 
many oil fields in America where the 
output in volume is immensely greater 
than the Wyoming fields, but this is 
overcome to a great extent by the high 
gasoline content in the oil here. 

The Lander, Thermopolis and Riverton 
fields are growing in interest daily» These 
fields are known as shallow sands and the 
cost of drilling is insignificant compared 
with the Big Muddy, Salt Creek and ad- 
jacent territory. A well in the latter 
places will cost anywhere from $35.000 to 
$79 000. It requires large capital to drill 
to depths cf 3,000 feet and deeper, where- 
as in the former fields a well costs from 
$1,200 to $1,500. The production in the 
shallow fields runs from 15 to 60 bbls. per 
well and in some instances wells of 200 
and 300 bbls. have been obtained at a 
depth of from 200 to 450 feet.. 

Many, companies realizing the import- 
ance of getting some production for their 
stockholders, have taken to the shallow 
fields in order to create some value to 
their stock. For this reason much activ- 
ity is apparent in these sections. In the 
Lander field fully 100 rigs are under con- 
struction or will be built the coming 
winter and spring. Management of these 
companies realize that a 20-bbi. well at 
a cost of $1,000 is better than a dry hole 
at $35,000. In most instances a dry hole 
in the deeper fields bankrupts the treas- 
ury and leaves the stockholders holding 
the sack. 

Most of the promoters of oil companies 
in these sections are sophisticated indi- 
viduals who know they must put some 
money into the ground in order to avoid 
contact with inquisitive members of 
Uncle Sam’s Government and in order to 
save themselves, drill in shallow ground, 
piling up costs.as rapidly as the traffic 
will bear. 

The country is being flooded with fake 
promotions, many failing to even register 
their incorporations in this State. The 
Secretary of State, however, has issued 
an order that all companies doing busi- 
ness in the State of Wyoming must reg- 
ister in Cheyenne or suffer a considerable 
penalty. The State is also preparing a 
list of all companies doing business with- 
in its borders. The report will cover pro- 
ducing as well as non-producing com- 
panies. 





Rig Is Destroyed. 

The only well of importance brought in 
the past week was that of the Wyo-Kans 
syndicate at Salt Creek, which struck a 
400-bbl. producer at a depth of 2,000 feet. 
The well is located on the Monarch lease 
in Section 28. Gas and oil shot over the 
derrick when the drill pierced the sand. 
Fire immediately followed and burned the 
rig to the ground Fortunately, how- 
ever, the hole was saved. Drillers esti- ! 
mate the well is double the capacity of 
No. 2, drilled by the Wyo-Kans in the 
same section. The rig was fully covered 
by insurance. 

Wednesday last the New York Oil Co., 
drilling jointly with the Curtis Petroleum 
Co. on their holdings at Iron Creek, 19 
miles southwest of Casper, at a depth of 
735 feet, pierced the Dakota sand a dis- 
tance of nine feet and encountered a ter- 
rific flow of hydrocarbon gas, which Dr. 
J. H. Miller, geclogist, estimates at from } 
8,000,000 to 10,000,000 feet. Frank G. | 
Curtis, general manager of the company, 
says that there is a possibility that the 
product will be brought to Casper, where | 
it will find a ready market. The gasoline | 
will be extracted at the casinghead and | 
the dry product can be piped into this | 
citv for heat and power purposes. 

That the Bessemer may yet become a | 
small producer, perhaps of 30 bbls., is | 
the opinion of the management, who say | 





| 











they will use perforated casing and thus | 
stimulate production through seepage of ; 
the sands that contained oil showin’! 
when the hole was drilled through the 


By ANTHONY McCAULEY 


third sand without obtaining as much oil 
as was expected. The well, which is sit- 
uated in the west Salt Creek field, was a 
great disappointment to many in that 
section. The Bessemer well recently 
spudded in in the same section will be 
continued next week, after a slight inter- 
ruption caused by cold weather. 


Much hope was pinned on the well of 
Kansas City interests drilling on the Tis- 
dale Dome. From late reports, however, 
there seems little possibility of it being 
more than a water hole. 

Riverton men have: formed a new cor- 
poration, called the Riverton Royalty Co., 
with a capital of $100,000. The company 
has holdings in the Big Sand Draw, which 
it has leased to the Allies Oil Co. 

The Burlington and Northwestern rail- 
roads, running through Casper, have an- 
nounced they will use coal on some of 
their engines in order to assist in fuel 
conservation. This will, to a certain ex- 
tent, affect the Colorado & Southern. 

The Midwest company has completed 
its permanent winter camp in the Pilot 
Butte field and will continue operations 
throughout the winter. 

The Elkhorn Oil Co. will declare a 2% 
dividend Jan. 1. This action was de- 
cided upon at a meeting of the directors 
held last week. The dividend will be 
payable Jan. 31. The management says 
that this is the commencement of regu- 
‘ar quarterly dividends. 

Stockholders of the Kinney Oil & Re- 
fining Co. are looking forward with in- 
terest to the annual meeting of the stock- 
holders in Cheyenne, Jan, 14. It is hoped 
that the compary will declare itself on a 
dividend-paying basis and to announce 
itself as such. 

Correct Location of Hidden Dome. 

Writing from Basin, Wyo., a reader 
advises The Journal’s correspondent at 
Casper is in error in reporting the loca- 
tion of the Hidden Dome development, as 
16 miles southeast of Worland. The map 
shows that Worland is 34 miles due south 
of Basin and that 18 miles northeast of 
Worland and 29 miles southeast of Basin 
lies the Hidden Dome. The original road 
from Worland to the field was about 25 
miles in length, but a cut-off now makes 
the distance 21 miles. The distance from 
Basin is 31 miles, but owing to the fact 
that supply houses are located at Basin, 
a great part of the supplies have been 
taken to the field from that place. 


~ Canadian Field 


CHATHAM, Ont., Dec. 22.—The first 
Dover Township deep test to be drilled to 
the granite has just finished a duster. It 
is No. 6 well of the Union Natural Gas 
Co., located on the St. Peter’s Church 
property, Lot 1, Concession 1, Tilbury 
Bast. The drill reached the granite at 
3,725 feet, after going clear through the 
Trenton lime and 75 feet of Potsdam sand 
underlying the Trenton. It is claimed 
that this constitutes a record for a Na- 
tional machine. When the drilling fin- 
ished there was 500 feet of salt water in 
the bottom of the hole. This test was 
the only one undertaken by the Union 
Natural Gas Co. on the Tilbury side of 
the Thames, though the United Develop- 
ment Co. has a well drilling on the Pel- 
tier farm, Lot 6, Concession 1, which is 
now reported below 3,000 feet without a 
show. The Union No. 6 struck a pocket 
of oil at 255 feet, which yiejded about 50 
bbls. and then petered out. A small show- 
ing of gas, about 30,000 feet a day, was 
encountered around 3,200 feet in the 
Trenton lime. The Trenton lime was re- 
ported higher in this well than on the 
Dover side, so that the deep wells to the 











‘north of the river may have further to 


zo to reach the granite. No. 6 has been 
drilling about five months. 

On the Dover side of the river, Union 
Natural Gas Co.’s No. 2 is drilling at 
3,625 feet without a show. The other 
tests in this field have been held up con- 
siderably by fuel conditions. 


Imperial Stock Issue. 


The Imperial Oil Co. has sent notices 
to shareholders announcing that the com- 
pany has decided to make a new issue 


of 50,000 shares of the unissued capital 


stock of the eompany, which will be 
issued at par, $100. Shareholders have 


| the right to subscribe to the new stock 


pro rata for one share to every five 
shares now owned, subscription to be 
made on or before Dec. 27. As Imperial 
stock is quoted around $390 to $410, the 
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STEEL COMPANY 
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issue at par is equivalent to a bonus of 
more than $50 a share. No fractional 
shares will be issued in respect of any 
number of shares less than five now 
owned. The: capital of the Imperial Oil 
Co. is $50,000,090, of which only $22,000,- 
000 has been outstanding up to now. The 
new issue will increase this to $27,000,000. 
Of this outstanding stock, 50% is held in 
the treasury of the Standard Oil Co. of 
New Jersey, so that the floating stock is 
small. The last stock distribution was 
made in November, 1915, when a 100% 
stock dividend was declared, the stock 
being given outright to shareholders. The 
dividend rate ‘is 8%. 
Death of H. G. Tavener. 

Petrolia friends and Canadian oil men 
generally heard with regret the news of 
the death recently of H. G. Tavener, for 
two years manager of the Canadian Oil 
Co.’s refinery at Petrolia. Mr. Tavener 
left Petrolia last January to become man- 
ager of the Sinclair Oil Co.’s refinery at 
Coffeyville, Kan. His death occurred in 
St. Mary’s Hospital, Rochester, Minn., 
which institution he had entered to un- 
dergo an operation. He was in his 5lst 
year and is survived by his wife and 
three daughters, Mrs. Charlies W. Hig- 
gins, of Coffeyville; Mrs. D. M. Cahill, of 
Coffeyville, and Baby Katherine, ‘three 
years old. 

Saskatchewan Drilling. . 

The reported oil showings in the Peace 
River and Edmonton districts of Northern 
Alberta have directed some attention to 
the oil and gas possibilities in the ad- 
joining province of Saskatchewan. A | 
geologist who is reported to be an ac- 
credited representative of the British 
Government has recently examined the 
anticline in Western Saskatchewan and 
Eastern Aiberta, practically due west of 
Saskatoon, and the Dominion Geological 
Survey, under the direction of Dr. D. B. 
Dowling, who has made his headquarters 
at Edmonton, has been conducting ex- 
haustive researches in regard to oil and | 
gas pcssibilities in that district. The | 





anticlinal formation extends a long dis- 
tance eastward into Saskatchewan, and 
in view of the gas discoveries already 
made on the Alberta side there are 
thought to be good possibilities of gas 
production in the adjoining province. 
Very little development work has been 
attempted in Saskatchewan. The North- 
ern Commercial Co., which has a fran- 
chise to supply gas to Saskatoon, is re- 
ported to be still drilling on Section 23- 
34-28, west of the Third Meridian. This 
is the only well so far drilled on the 
Saskatchewan side of the anticline. Some 
gas is reported to have been struck, but 
according jo the latest information the 
company is still drilling and the gas 
flow is still insufficient. The leases on 
which the company is drilling are held 
by the city of Saskatoon, the company 
drilling under a special agreement with 
the city. 
British Columbia Items. 

It is reported that showings of oil have 
been encountered in the No. 2 well of 
the Pitt Meadows Oil Well Co. on the 
Skeena River in British Columbia. The 
showing so far is not of commercial 
importance, but J. M. Lacey, one of the 
company’s experts, claims that the out- 
look for commercial oil at slightly lower 
depth appears good. A party of directors 
visited the drilling camp recently, the 
journey being made by trolley to New 
Westminster and the balance of the jour- 
ney up the river by steamer. 

The Pitt Meadows Oil Wells Co. has 
been driliing in this district. intermit- 
teniy for four years. No. 1 well was 
drilled 1,600 feet, at which depth the 


| tools were lost. Much of the drilling was 


through an exceedingly hard formation. 
No. 2 well is now drilling at 1,965 feet. 
Some eight weeks ago the drill pene- 
trated an oil-shale formation, and since 
then the oil indications have been in- 
ereasing. Samples of oil show that it is 
of paraffine base. Drilling is being ccn- 
tinued. W.E.P. 


SCIENTIFIC METHODS IN WELL-DRILLING 


They are Essential to Success in Getting Results—Men in Charge of 
Operations Should Have Technical Knowledge. 


Following is an article written by F. J. | 
S. Sur, a noted oil geologist, and it should 
be of interest to oil men generally: 

Do the oil operators know how much 
oil a sand contains? Do the oil operators 
know what percentage they are recover- 
ing of the oil contained in the sands? 
What is their operating efficiency? 

Oil is not found in lakes or streams 
underground in Oklahoma and Kansas. | 
It is found in sandstones between the | 
grains of sand that make up the sand-| 
stones—in the voids—the pore spaces of | 
the sandstone rocks. A porous sandstone 
can contain as high as 27% pore space or | 
voids. In calculating the amount of the 
oil, it is engineering practice to deter- 
mine the percentage of voids, the thick- 
ness of the sands, the pressures and the 
depth. It has been found that in most 
cases under normal conditions very little 
more than 33% of the oil is extracted 
from the sands. Why not aim to get 
more of it? Why not use every endeavor 
to raise the total percentage of the 
amount extracted? 

Many methods are used to increase pro- 
duction. Petroleum engineers have made 
careful studies of this problem and-.are 
now applying methods which are suc- 
cessful. In fields where the base of the 
oil is paraffine base, as in Kansas, it is 
found that the paraffine base clogs up the 
pores of the rocks in old wells so that 
the oil at distance cannot flow to the 
hole. The paraffine also fills the fissures 
caused by the shooting of wells, stopping 
the drainage channels. Does the old-time 
operator and producer think of this? 

For example: A well comes in with a 
steady production of 50 bbls. per day. 
After a year, we will say, the production 
of the well has decreased to 10 bbls. 
daily. The operator cleans out his tubing 
and pump valves and thinks he has done 
ail that is possible to increase his produc- 
tion. He then talks discouragingly of a 
field, saying that it is a short-lived field, 
when, usually, it is the lack of modern 
oil-well practice on his part and not the 
field that is to blame. Any clogged well 
can be made to increase its production 
at a small cost, ; 









To Get All the Oil. 

Another point in reference to getting 
all of the oil is that of knowing exactly 
where a well is shot. The common prac- 
tice prevailing throughout Kansas is to 
give a contract for drilling. The con- 
tractor will drill the well to and into a 
sand. Are the logs ‘that he delivers ac- 
curate? Is the sand measured exactly 
to top and bottom? 


The well shooter then comes along; he 
is told. that the sands are at certain 
depth and that they are of such a thick- 
ness, by the contractor who has received 
his information from, maybe, a sleepy 
driller. The well shooter is paid by the 
number of quarts that he uses in shoot- 
ing a sand. Does he have the operator’s 
interest at heart or his employer’s in- 
terest at heart? Does he know the tex- 
ture of the sands or does he think of it? 
Does he only shoot and shatter the sand 
as he should, or does he shoot some of 
the overlying shales or limestones? Who 
sees that these things are done as they 
should be done? Does the company’s rep- 
resentative know if these things are done 
correctly, or was there a company rep- 
resentative on the ground? In many 
cases—I believe I am correct when I 
say—“usually the only men present are 
the contractors and the well shooters and 
local onlookers.” 

Another point: When the well was 
drilled to the sands, did the operator 
know if water was entering the oil sand 
from above or not? Was care used to 
keep the water out of the oil sand? How? 
Was it cemented off? Was a packer 
use? Or did the operator expect the 
casing to keep out the water? Did water 
run down on the outside of the casing? 
Was the well drilled to the oil sand dry? 

This is a day of conservation, not only 
for the good of the country but for the 
oil men in general. Why are modern 
practices not used everywhere in the Gil- 
production business? 


A new profession has sprung up in 
recent years—that of petroleum engineer- 
ing, practiced by men who make careful 
studies of the practical conditions of the 
various oil fields and oil wells—technical 
men who apply scientific methods proc- 
tically. 




















































BRIDGEPORT MACHINE CO. 


Manufacturers of and Dealers in Oil and Gas Well Drilling and Fishing Tools 









Branch Store Main Office and Shops 
EL DORADO, KANSAS AUGUSTA, KANSAS 
Phone No. 669 Phone No. 399 


























THE BOOKLET TELLS ALL 


Write for it 


The Trumble Gas Trap never pleads for pur- 
chases, because it is sold absolutely on its 
merits—on what it can do, will do, has done— 
and if you can’t see advantage in having one 
hitched to your well-flow, there’s no use 
urging you to buy. 


Send for Illustrated Booklet. 


Trumble Gas Trap Co. 
1029 Higgins Bldg. 
Los Angeles, Cal. 


William C. Rae 
Sales Manager 
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LARKIN PACKER COMPANY 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


OIL AND GAS 
WELL PACKERS 


Braden Heads, Casing Shoes, 
Clamps and Swabs. 


BARTLESVILLE, - - = OKLA. 


Stock at Nichols Transfer Co. 
TULSA, OKLA. 


























NEW STEEL TANKS 


are hard to secure, but we are prepared to name you attractive prices 
on cutting down and re-erecting tanks of all descriptions 


Write, or wire 


The Standard Boiler & Plate Iron Co. 

















NILES, OHIO 
OR 


_ J. J. KEIM, 504 Bliss Bldg., TULSA, OKLA. 
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MR. REED AND OIL MEN NOT IN HARMONY 


Producers Say Federal Mediator’s Proposals are Revolutionary—Meet-| » 


ing Has Been Called for January 2. 


HOUSTON, Tex., Dec. 22.—A call has 
been issued for a mass meeting of all oil 
producers, royalty owners and others in- 
terested in the petroleum industry, to be 
held at the Auditorium in Houston on 
Jan. 2 at10a.m. The call was prepared 
by a commitee of operators who met 
Verner Z. Reed, of Denver, here on 
Thursday. It states that the matter to 
be discussed is of vital interest to the 
industry in South Texas and Louisiana, 
and every person interested in the oil 
business in any manner is urged to be 
present. The action of the committee 
follows conferences held here by both 
strikers and operators with Mr. Reed, 
who is a member of the Federal Media- 
tion Commission. Mr. Reed left for Den- 
ver, Friday evening after announcing that 
the “strike was settled’; that the men 
would return to work Monday, Dec. 24, 
and that he would announce the condi- 
tions of the settlement from Denver on 
Jan. 5. 

The call for the meeting states that 
Mr. Reed’s proposals were so “revclu- 
tionary in their nature and of such seri- 
ous moment to the entire oil and gas 
producing businesses of Texas and Louis- 
iana that the few producers at this meet- 
ing should not assume the responsibility 
of acting on Mr. Reed’s findinss.’’ The 
call for the meeting is signed by R. E. 
Brooks, F. G. Proctor, Underwood Nazro, 
R. S. Sterling and W. S. Farish. 

In addition to the call for the mass 
meeting the committee also issued a 
public statement,’ stating their position 
with regard to the strike of the members 
of the Field Workers’ Union and the in- 
formation that had been given to Mr. 
Reed. The call for the meeting is as fol- 
lows: 

A meeting of the oil producers resi- 
dent in Houston was held Friday to 
consider the findings of Mr. Reed, 
Labor Commissioner, with reference 
the recent strike of oil-field workers. 
At this meeting it was decided that 
the proposed findings of Mr. Reed 
were so revolutionary in their nature 
and of such serious moment to the 
entire oil and gas producing business 
of Texas and Louisiana that the few 
producers at this meeting should not 
assume the responsibility of acting on 
Mr. Reed’s findings. It was deter- 
mined further that committee be ap- 
pointed, consisting of the under- 
signed, to communicate the above 
idea to Mr. Reed and suggest to him 
the necessity of every one interested 
considering the question at a later 
meeting. 

This committe was also authorized 
to fix a date and call a general meet- 
ing of all the oil and gas producers 
in Louisiana and Texas to determine 
what answer should be given to Mr. 
Reed. Said committee has therefore 
decided to call a meeting, to be held 
in the banquet room of the City Audi- 
torium, in Houston, Jan. 2, at 10 a. m. 

The committee urges the necessity 
of attending this meeting without 
fail, and asks everyone interested in 
the production of oil and gas to at- 
tend this meeting. 

The following statement was also given 
out Saturday by the producers’ com- 
mitee: 

Strike Situation Explained. 

In a nutshell, the oil strike situa- 
tion is this: Verner Z. Reed, of 
Denver, Colo., is a member of a com- 
mission appointed by the President 
some months ago to look into and, 
we presume, settle, where practicable, 
labor difficulties. 

He came to Houston Tuesday to try 
to settle the strike in the oil fields 
and requested to see some of the oil 
producers. In courtesy to him the 
producers appointed a committee, 
which had several conferences with 
Mr. Reed. This committee took the 
position on behalf of the oil producers 
that they have all the labor they 
need; that the work is being satis- 
factorily done by the employes who 
did not go out on strike and by the 
new men who are employed; that all 
these present employes are entirely 
satisfied with the wages they are re- 
ceiving; that the oil production is 
again normal, being fully as much 
as immediately before the _ strike; 

therefore, that there is no interest of 
the nation which is being affected, 


and that there is no need for the in- 
tervention or mediation of anybody. 
Mr. Reed seemed to think that 
there was still something to settle 
and formulated his conclusions of 
how it ought to be settled. What are 
these terms iaid down by him we 
shall not discuss, because Mr. Reed 
asked that they be not made public. 
Not one single oil producer has es- 
sented or agreed to these terms. 


However, this suggestion of settle- 
ment by Mr. Reed involves matters, 
some of them aside from this strike, 
of great interest to every oil pro- 
ducer. The few of us who are here 
in Houston felt that we had no 
authority to act for many not repre- 
sented and for many others who prob- 
ably did not even know of Mr. Reed’s 
coming to Houston. Therefore, it 
has been determined to call a confer- 
ence of all the oil producers, to be 
held in Houston in the early part of 
January, so that they may all con- 
sider Mr. Reed’s suggestions. 

There are two points we wish to 
make very plain: The first is that 
no oil producer has agreed or will 
agree to discharge any present em- 
ploye to make room for a striker. 
The men who are now working for 
the producers can rest perfectly as- 
sured that they are not going to be 
“fired’”’ to make room for any striker, 
and since Mr. Reed has himself, in 
Saturday morning’s Houston Post, 
discussed thfS particular phase, there 
is no impropriety in our saying that 
his suggested plan of settlement of 
the strike, even if agreed to, would 
not require us to discharge any pres- 
ent employe to make room for a 
striker. 

The second point we wish to em- 
phasize is that this business of pro- 
ducing oil is now going on in its nor- 
mal, customary way; the oil is being 
produced just as it was before the 
strike; the need of the nation for this 
oil is being taken care of just as well 
as it can be taken care of, and so long 
as our employes are protected against 
violence this will continue to be done. 

Saturday morning’s papers an- 
nounced that the grievance commit- 
tee has called off the strike; that is 
their business, and not ours. No as- 
surance or promise that Mr. Reed’s 
terms would be agreed to has been 
made to get the grievance committee 
to take that action. 





FAST WORK OF MR. REED. 


HOUSTON, Tex., Dec. 22.—Operators, 
strikers and non-union field workers are 
“up in the air,’’ caused by the rapid ar- 
rival, rapidity of conference and rapid 
eparture of Verner Z. Reed, a wealthy 
mining man from the Cripple Creek 
(Colo.) district. Mr. Reed came to town 
Wednesday in a private car, accompanied 
by a private physician, private secretary 
and private press agent. He held a pri- 
vate ‘conference with the grievance com- 
mittee of the Field Workers’ Union and 
a private meeting with representatives of 
The Texas Co., Gulf Production Co., Hum- 
ble Oil & Refining Co. and others. A seal 
of secrecy was placed on the lips of both 
men and operators. Mr. Reed left for 
Denver in his private car at 9:30 o’clock 
Friday evening. Before departing, the 
private press agent left prepared copy 
with the Houston newspapers, stating 
that the strike was settled and the men 
would return to work Dec. 24. The terms 
of the settlement are private, so private 
in fact that neither the operators nor the 
men know what they are. Mr. Reed will 
give them out from Denver. This an- 
nouncement will be made on Jan. 5, it 
is expected. The private press ayzent 
worked zealously while in Houston. 
Through his announcements in the local 
press the public learned that Mr. Reed 
is a member of the Federal Mediation 
Commission and ‘‘the personal represent- 
ative of President Wilson.” 

A mass meeting of producers in South 
Texas and Louisiana has been called to 
convene in the Auditorium in Houston on 
Jan. 2 at 10 a. m. The call for the meet- 
ing has been signed by R. E. Brooks, 
president of the Producers Oil Co. be- 
fore it was absorbed by The Texas Co.; 
Underwood Nazro, vice president and 
general manager of the Gulf allied in- 
terests; F. C. Proctor, of the legal de- 
partment of the same companies; R. S. 
Sterling and W. S. Farish, president and 
vice president respectively of the Humble 
Oil & Refining Co., acting as a commit- 
tee. They have also issued a public state- 
ment setting forth the reasons for the 
mass meeting. The chairmen of the vari- 
ous locals were ordered to return and 
make verbal reports to the members of 
the union. The seal of secrecy placed 
upon operators and strikers alike ren- 
ders the proposed verdict of Mr. Reed 
extremely secret, but it is hinted that 
talk of taking over producing properties 
was indulged in, if the operators do not 
meet the demands of the strikers. The 
former believed their labor troubles were 
of the past and pointed out the fact to 
Mr. Reed that production was normal, 
drilling had been resumed and Govern- 
ment contracts being filled as required. 
Not being politicians, they overlooked the 
fact that organized labor votes, and the 
man who succeeds in getting ‘‘conces- 
sions” from employers gets the votes. 






















This, in brief, is the story of the arrival 
and departure of Mr. Reed, of Colorado. 

The operators say their position is un- 
changed trom that assumed on Novy. 1, 
when the men quit work. They state 
they are ready and willing to meet the 
men as employes, but will have nothing 
to do with any committee representing an 
organization. Furthermore, they state 
they will protect the men who have been 
loyal and will absolutely refuse to re- 
place them with strikers. The question 
of wages. and hours will be discussed by 
each company or individual operator with 
employes and not with committees. The 
strikers say they are ‘‘delighted’’ with 
the findings of Mr. Reed and will report 
for work Monday morning. Just. what 
the ‘findings’ are is the probiem that 
perplexes the operators. : 

Operators do not disguise the fact that 
they are “hot under the collar’ and feel 
that they have been imposed upon. Four 
representatives of the Department of 
Labor have been here since the strike 
was inaugurated. They are known as 
“conciliators."’ These men knew nothing 
about the oil business and the operators 
took special efforts to present them with 
field reports, methods of operation and 
general information concerning the _ in- 
dustry and wherein its difference from 
industrial business. It might be said 
there have been a succession of strikes 
since the men first walked out. These 
successive strikes tollowed the arrival of 
the conciliatcrs, the men being influenced 
by the union leaders with promises that 
each conciliator would secure concessions 
if only the men would stay by the union. 
The operators are becoming tired of these 
frequent interruptions that accomplish 
nothing. Reams of statistics have been 
furnished and a lot of time and energy 
wasted in conferences and oratory with- 
out results. The mediators and concil- 
iators seemingly do not understand that 
driliing for oil is different from mining 
coal or minerals and would insist upon 
the companies drilling territory regard- 
less of its prospective producing value. 
The high cost of material is ignored by 
these special investigators, who apparent- 
ly have but one object in view, and that 
is to force the oil industry to recognize 
organized labor. It is probable, judging 
from expressions by operators, that the 
whole question will be taken to Washing- 
ton and a request made that politics be 
eliminated so that operations can be con- 
ducted without interference from those 
having no knowledge of the business and 
its hazards from an investment point. 





OIL-WELL WORKER KILLED. 





BLECTRA, Tex., Dec. 21.—Robert Den- 
ham, 22 years of age, was killed here 
Wednesday when his arm was caught in 
a fiywheel on an egine while he was get- 
ting a bucket of water. His body was 





shipped to his former home at Franklin. 





of Holyoke, Mass. 


This illustration 


DEANE Oil Pumps 


shows one shipment consisting of 16 


Deane of Holyoke Power Pumps for the Gulf Refining 
Co.’s Port Authur, Texas, refinery. All of the pumps 
are for 100 lbs. pressure for handling naphtha, light dis- 
tillate, paraffine distillate, finished oils, caustic lye, etc. 


You can use Deane Pumps for all your requirements 


Worthington Pump and Machinery Corporation 
115 Broadway, N. Y. 


Deane Works, Holyoke, Mass 
Branch Offices in all Principal Cities D34°.4 
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Westinghouse 


Electric Powe 


Electricity is rapidly replacing other forms of power in 
the oil industry. You should know the reason for this. The 
Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing Co. will gladly fur- 
nish you this information. We manufacture— 

—Special oil well motors to replace steam and gas engines 
on standard rigs. 
—Motors for pumping powers. 
—Steam driven Turbo-Generator lighting sets. 
—Belt-driven lighting Generators. 
—Motors for machine shops and pipe machines. 

—Power house equipment—engines, turbines, generators, 

—Switchboards, meters, etc, 

—Line material—Transformers and Insulators. 

—Electric Arc Welding Sets. 
—Motors for Compressors and Vacuum Pumps. 
—tTurbines for Refineries using exhaust steam in the 
stills. 
—Motors for Refineries. 
* —S§mall battery Charging Sets. 
We will be glad to assist central stations and 
oil operators in getting power lines into the 
field. 

























Westinghouse Electric and 
Manufacturing Co. 


WESTINGHOU ) East Pittsburgh, Pa. 














WESTINGHOUSE ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT 
3000 FT.WELL—- OKLAHOMA FIELD 


























Jarecki Manufacturing 
Company 


MANUFACTURERS AND DEALERS IN 


Oil and Gas Well Supplies 








We manufacture the famous “Jarecki Fittings,” 
known as the best wherever oil or gas is found. 





Our Iron Gate Valves stand up under pressure Water-front of the Tide Water Refinery at Bayonne, New Jersey, showing 
where other fail. vessels being loaded at the Company’s private piers. 


We manufacture Jarecki Pipe Machines and Pipe 


Haag ce laa which are used all over the civil- Shipp e d from our own pl ers 


We sell everything needed and used about an oil 


or gas lease. Send your specifications to us and let More vessels call at New York Harbor than at any other port in the 
us quote you. world. Its shipping facilities are nowhere equalled. 

We are distributing agents for Republic Iron & The Refinery of the Tide Water Company is located on New York 
Steel Company Pipe, Tubing and Casing. Harbor. It is equipped with four private piers. At these piers vessels 


load for Europe, South America and Asia. 


WIRE ROPE OF ALL KINDS AND DESCRIPTIONS ’ 5 : : 
Prompt and economical delivery of goods—whether by rail or sea—is 


Fitler Cables, made only by the Edwin H. Fitler one of the many features that distinguish Tide Water service. Because 

Co., Philadelphia, Pa. of our unexcelled shipping facilities on the world’s greatest port, our 

q * 5 customers get the benefit of the lowest possible freight rates. Delays, 
Gandy “Genuine” Cotton Belt. so frequent in other ports, are avoided. 

Jarecki and Eureka Rubber Belt. For thirty-nine years we have worked to achieve the very highest type 

of service in every stage through which petroleum products pass be- 

Stores in all important points in the oil region. tween the oil well and the consumer. Our gigantic system of wells and 

pipe lines and our splendidly equipped refinery insure unexcelled qual- 

WE HANDLE THE BEST ity in each of our 150 products. Our shipping facilities, both by rail 


and sea, bring our products to our customers at the least cost and in 
the shortest possible time. 





Factories and Home Office, ERIE, PA. 
iicsica ‘ahem Tide Water Oil Company 


PITTSBURGH, PA. ST. LOUIS, MO. 11 Broadway New York 
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REVIEW OF PRESENT YEAR IN OIL AFFAIRS|| 


High Prices for Crude Prevailed, but Consumption Outstripped Pro- 
duction—Serious Decline in Oil Securities. 


By JO. P. CAPPEAU SONS. 


The year 1917 has seen the highest 
prices ever paid for crude in the Western 
and Southwestern fields and the highest 
price in the Bastern fields since the in- 
dustry was of any size. It has seen the 
largest consumption ever witnessed in the 
history of the oil industry, and nothwith- 
standing the high prices for crude, the 
production has not increased sufficiently 
to catch up with the consumption, as in 
years past. This in spite.of the fact that 
the largest number of wells ever com- 
pleted in a single year were completed in 
1917, covering a larger area of country, 
and will not come within 25,000,000 bbls. 
or more of supplying the demand. Does 
it mean that the United States has 
reached or nearly reached its producing 
limit as to quantity in production of 
crude oil? As the number of producing 
wells increases, old production declines, 
and necessitates the drilling of an addi- 
tional number of wells each year, to 
simply overcome the natural shrinkage 
alone, without increasing the total out- 
put, and with normal conditions crude 
prices would have been higher in 1917 
than they have been, and will undoubt- 
edly advance in 1918, as the laws of sup- 
ply and demand invariably prevail. 

New Fields for Development. 

The year 1917 witnessed the entrance 
of Wyoming as a real oil-producing State, 
with the bulk of production good grade, 
paraffine base oil, high in gasoline con- 
tent. Wyoming increased its potential 
production from 20,000 bbls. to an esti- 
mate of 50,000 bbls. daily, but owing to 
its geographical position it cannot be 
utilized to its fullest extent, and while 
its most optimistic friends talk 100,000 
bbls. daily, the State will need pipe-line 
connections with the East before its crude 
can be fully utilized. There are a num- 
ber of producing sands and it is probably 
the most promising territory for increas- 
ing production in the United States to- 
day, but with the present prices of ma- 
terial the pipe lines will be delayed as 
long as possible, while a daily production 
of 40,000 bbls. would swamp the present 
railroad facilities in the Mid-Continent 
field. Kansas could increase its present 
production, but owing to lack of water, 
pipe-line facilities and scarcity of ma- 
terial, its production will not come so 
fast that it will not be absorbed. Okla- 
homa production, as the trend goes west 
and southwest, becomes so deep and ex- 
pensive that it will not be drilled quickly, 
and the shallower pools have shown flashy 
and are not noted for staying qualities. 
The Osage Reservation probably offers 
the most attractive place for the wild- 
eatter of moderate capital. The State 
will furnish many new pools and some 
new sands, but with the chances against 
finding another Glenn or Cushing pool. 

Texas, outside of the Gulf Coast fields, 
is proving attractive to the wildcat ele- 
ment and several spots promise to de- 
velop into limited pools of light oil in 
West-Central Texas. Along the Gulf 
Coast, anything that can be found that 
will show structure or a dome will be 
drilled and new pools may be expected, 
but judging from the past, while they 
may produce large wells, they will be 
flashy and short-lived at the high point. 

California has, to a large extent, lost 
the wildcatter and promoter, who have 
moved eastward to fields that are cheaper 
to test and have not been exploited to a 
great extent. This will mitigate against 
California increasing its present produc- 
tion to a great extent, as this develop- 
ment will be done by the !arge companies, 
and it is past history that new fields are 
opened by the tenderfoot or men with 
limited means, while large capital gets 
cold feet quickly in the wildcat game and 
prefers to buy the developed or partially 
developed property, which offers a more 
sure return. 

Illinois, Ohio and Hastern fields: devel- 
oped nothing during 1917 that promises 
much production. Western Indiana and 
Eastern Illinois furnished several small 
but paying pools, but they did not over- 
come the decline. In West Virginia, the 
Cabin Creek field was the largest discov- 
ery, promising about 5,000 bblis., while 
in Pennsylvania a pool in Greene County 
of rather uncertain nature is still under 
development. 

Kentucky and Mexico. 

Kentucky has been the favorite East- 
ern State on acount of its shallow sands 
and low cost. The Irvine pool, in Bstill 





County, and its extensions in Powell and 
Lee Counties, have been the cause of 
new work starting in both the eastern 
and western parts of the State, and at 
several points there have been reported 
favorable showings which have not as 
yet stood the test of the gauge pole. 
While it looks as if Kentucky would in- 
crease its present production, it does not 
promise to produce in sufficient quanti- 
ties to affect the price. 


Mexico during the year completed a 
number of large wells which, in a few 
cases, added additional producing possi- 
bilities. However, it has been shown 
that the Mexican producing formations 
are very irregular and light wells can be 
found within one or two locations of 
gushers. At the present time Mexico is 
a bear on our crude prices, as its oils, 
commonly supposed to be only fit for 
fuel, will produce gasoline, kerosene, 
lubrics, fuel oils and asphalt by new proc- 
cesses of cracking that have been discov- 
ered and worked during the past year. 
Our imports in 1917, with the limited 
number of tankers available, will be 
8,000,000 to 10,000,000 bbls. more than 
during 1916, and the largest interests in 
the oil industry in this country have in- 
creased their investment in Mexico dur- 
ing the year. With single wells in Mex- 
ico that have produced an average of 
7,000,000 to 10,000,000 bbls. per year and 
maintaining their production, it makes 
our fields look like a new three-cent 
stamp. 

Increased Refining Capacity. 


The refining capacity of the country 
has increased more rapidly than in any 
previous year, especially the independent 
interests. There has been an improve- 
ment in the extraction of gascline by 
means of different processes and by 
blending, and it has been noticeable that 
the gravity is still getting on a lower 
plane, but so far there has been little or 
no complaint by users. The coming year 
will doubtless see a largely increased con- 
sumption and a still lower grade, with 
the further development and use of the 
kerosene carburetor as a motive power on 
the heavy and slow-moving machines. 
This will be of benefit to the refiner, in 
assisting to consume a product that until 
this fall largely caused a loss in manu- 
facturing. The refining capacity now 
largely exceeds the production, and the 
last half of the year has not been as 
profitable to refiners as the first half, 
owing to the advance in crude prices, 
and in many cases the additional pre- 
miums range from 10 cents to 20 cents in 
the East and from 10 cents to as high as 
50 cents per barrel in the West. Those 
refiners owning sufficient cars to care 
for their business were able to make good 
profits on the same owing to their 
scarcity. 


The year closes with oil securities at 
their lowest point, although many of the 
seasoned companies have paid the larg- 
est dividends in years. At present prices 
the securities of many companies offer 
large returns on the investment, and 
those having good management and prop- 
erties, we believe, offer excellent invest- 
ment opportunities, especially those hav- 
ing producing properties. The past year 
also witnessed the formation of a large 
number of new companies in the oil in- 
dustry, with capitalization running into 
the millions. Some have merit and will 
survive and have a future, but many will 
disappear as their predecessors have done 
before them.- We cannot impress too 
strongly on would-be investors ‘in oil 
securities that the production, wells and 
properties owned by other companies do 
not pay dividends for the one you may 
have bought, and that not only the prop- 
erty but the management of any com- 
pany should be closely scrutinized. Some- 
times a property proves good enough to 
stand inexperience and poor management, 
but they are the exception. 





NEW COMPANY IN HOUSTON. 





HOUSTON, Tex., Dec. 20.—The United 
Oil & Fuel Co. has been organized here 
by Walter J. Crawford and E. D. Lee, 
both of this city; Sam George, of Sour 
Lake, and H. G. Curran, of New York, 
with a capital of $100,000. The new or- 
ganiaztion has taken over producing 
properties in the Jennings, Sour Lake and 
Humble pools. 








*“Specify John Crane’’ 


LINE STATION OIL PUMPS 


1. Fifteen Months—24 Hours’ Service handling Texas Crudes 
and distillates against 800 pounds pressure at Texas Pipe 
Line, Gates Station, Dallas, Texas. 


2. Old pipe line superintendents admit they have never seen 
such Polished and Cool Running Plungers. Elimination of 
friction means Increased Efficiency. 


3. 70 sets for 6%-inch plungers is one order to the largest 
pipe line company in Louisiana after a year’s thorough 
testing. This would indicate its success on oil. 


4. 20 sets for 5%-inch plungers in one order to an Oklahoma 
pipe line company after eight months’ thorough test proves 
‘John Crane’’ has merit. 


Write for Particulars. 


31/2 South Clinton Street 


Flexible Metallic Packing 





CRANE PACKING COMPANY, Chicago 


A FEW PIPE LINE 
USERS: 


Texas 

Gulf 

Prairie 
Producers 
Standard of La. 
Magnolia 
Pierce 

Sinclair 

"Tide Water 
Northern 

New York Transit 
Indiana 











Best Wishes 
For a Bright and Happy 
New Year 





Tulsa 


Gaso Burner Manufacturing Co. 
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December 27, 1917. 


Taxpayer is Favored 
By Income Tax Ruling 


Haff, Meservey, German & ae 
attorneys, of Kansas City, send to The 
Journal copy of an important ruling con- 
cerning the income tax law. In a letter 
io The Journal, the attorneys say: 


We enclose herewith copy of a 
ruling just received by us from the 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue, 
which is applicable especially to oil 
companies, : 

This ruling hardly coincides with 
the heretotfore generally accepted in- 
terpretation given to Section 31 of 
the amendments to the income tax 
law, and this is about the first ruling 
we have seen that is favorable to the 
taxpayer. ¢ 

We are sending this to you because 
we feel that this ruling will be of 
interest to the oil fraternity. 


Treasury Department Ruling. 


Jn a letter from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, the ruling appears as follows: 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 
Washington, Dec. 14, 1917. 


Messrs. Haff, Meservey, German & 
Michaels, 
Suite 206 Commerce Bldg., 
Kansas City, Mo. 


Sirs: Acknowledgment is made of 
the receipt of your letter dated Dec. 
1, 1917, in which you present a propo- 
sition as follows: 


“Where the holdings of an oil com- 
pany have increased in value, by rea- 
son of the discovery of oil and the 
drilling in of good wells, and as a 
consequence thereof the stockholders 
have voted to increase the capital 
stock of the company and to declare 
a stock dividend, is such dividend in 
the nature of certificates of stock for 
the increased capital, when received 
by the stockholder, taxable as income 
under the income tax law?” 

In reply, your attention is invited to 
Section 31, added to the act of Sept. 
8, 1916, by Section 1211, act of Oct. 3, 
1917, a copy of which is enclosed. 

In accordance with the provisions. 
of this section, all dividends, whether 
in stock or in cash, representing a 
distribution of earnings or profits ac- 
erued since March 1, 1913, constitute 
taxable income in the hands of the 
recipient shareholders. 

You are informed that where a cor- 
poration enters upon its books an 
estimated increase in the value of 
corporate property and assets and 
capitalizes such an item by an issue 
of additional stock distributed as a 
dividend to its shareholders, the office 
holds that neither the entry of the 
item of increased value on the books 
of the corporation nor the receipt of 
the dividends by the shareholders rep- 
resents an accumulation, of profit or 
receipt of income subject to tax. 

According to this holding and the 
understanding of the statement sub- 
mitted by you, the stock dividend in- 
volved would not be subject to income 
tax in the hands of shareholders. 

It should be understood that the 
proceeds received by a _ shareholder 
from the sale of such stock consti- 
tute, in their entirety, income subject 
in his hands to the normal and addi- 
tional taxes. 

With. regard to your inquiry rela- 
tive to a definition of the term “‘in- 
vested capital’ as used in Title II, 
act of Oct. 3, 1917, your are informed 
that the excess profits clause is at 
this time being carefully analyzed. 
Pending the completion of this work, 
a definite reply to your inquiry can- 
not be made. 

Respectfully, 


(Signed) L. F. SPEER, 
Deputy Commissioner. 








A. SCOTT DIES IN KANSAS. 


BL DORADO, Kan., Dec. 23.—A. Scott, 
of Tulsa, well known by oil men as an 
expert accountant, and formerly con- 
nected with the Sapulpa Refining Co., 
died here Dec. 21 from apoplexy. The 
body was taken to Tulsa for burial. His 
wife survives. ; 





ANOTHER KEROSENE FATALITY. 


DURANT, Okla., Dec. 22.—Miss Bertie 
Lloyd undertook to start a fire in a stove 
at her father’s home near Roberta, near 
here, this week, and the resultant fire 
fatally burned her. The girl poured the 
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“OILWELL 
EVERYTHING FOR OIL WELLS | = 
: Branch Stores in all Oil Fields 


” 


TRADE 


REGISTERED 
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High Pressure Power Pump 





For long distance pumping, high vertical lifts, and all severe conditions where 
the suction lift is not greater than 25 feet. 


An all iron pump which is simple, compact, rigid and cannot get out of align- 
ment. Every pump is thoroughly tested at its guaranteed working pressure, and 
will operate continuously under the hardest kind of work. 


Made in a large range of sizes. 


Pes Send for Bulletin No. 10 which describes this pump in 
detail, or inquire at any of our 67 Branch Stores. 





“Oilwell” products world renowned—both above and under ground 





OIL WELL SUPPLY CO. 
PITTSBURGH, U. S. A. 
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River Clamps a Specialty Chattanooga, Tenn., U. S. A. 

















THE PARKERSBURG TANK CO, inc. 


HOUSTON, TEXAS 


MANUFACTURERS AND ERECTORS OF CYPRESS TANKS 
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oll from a five-gallon can and it exploded. 
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REFINING INDUSTRY 


OF UNITED STATES 


Past Year Supplied Many New Oil Refineries, Particularly In the Mid- 
Continent Field—Many Cracking Plants Are Installed— 
Figures Concerning Refining Industry. 


(By H. G. JAMES.) 


(Concluded from last issue.) 
All that I have said of Western refinery 
operations holds equally true of Eastern, 
Most of the 


only in a different form. 
Bastern plants were built before the 
Western oil fields were developed. Since 


their construction a new order has ob- 
tained in oildom. Things are done on a 
larger scale. In the days of Eastern re- 
finery construction kerosene was the prin- 
cipal product and gasoline was difficult 
to dispose of. Chief profits were in lubri- 
cants. Refiners, therefore, made no at- 
tempt toward large volume of crude, but 
toward making the most of the given 
amount of crude run. Thus there are 
few refineries in the East without lubri- 
eating plants. When the Western refin- 
eries came, gasoline was the dominant 
product and kerosene was a drug on the 
market. Bastern refineries were supply- 
ing the market with its needs in lubri- 
eants. The natural result in the West 
was the development of the skimming 
plant. A skimming plant is one that 
takes off from the crude only the lighter 
products — gasoline, naphtha, kerosene, 
gas oil, distillates—and disposes of the re- 
mainder as fuel oil. Svwch a refinery costs 
less than half the amount involved in a 
complete refined oil and wax plant. As 
already shown, a California topping plant 
again differs from a Mid-Continent skim- 
ming plant, in that it takes off only a 
distillate which must be run again to 
be converted into gasoline. The princi- 
pal object of the Western refiner has 
been to secure the largest output possible 
of gasoline. To this end he has installed 
many stills of as large capacity as ob- 
tainable and has prepared himself to run 
every barrel possible of crude. Again, 
he has been influenced to this end by the 
vast amount of crude at hand and its 
cheapness compared with Eastern crude. 
The Eastern refiner has been prevented 
the opportunity of developing volume by 
limited crude production and cost of same. 
In fact, he has for several years been 
relying more or less on crude transported 
either by pipe line or tank car from the 
Western field. Thus we have seen the 
Eastern refiner with reduced capacity 
making all the products of petroleum and 
the Western refiner, with excessive vol- 
ume, making only the lighter products. 
But time is a great equalizer. Gradually 
these two elements are coming together. 
The Western man is putting in wax 
presses and “grease pots,” while the 
Eastern manufacturer is adding new 
stills. For instance, the Cabin Creek Re- 
fining Co. is completing a 3,000-bbl. re- 
finery at Cabin Creek, W. Va. It has all 
the earmarks of a Western plant. A few 
years ago a 3,000-bbl. independent refin- 
ery in the East would have been quite a 
sensation. This Cabin Creek refinery is 
a complete institution, having its own 
producing wells, 55 in number, 56,000 
acres of leases, pipe line, and its crude 
is run down to wax, coke and greases. 
On the other hand, there are refineries 
up and down the Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia fields which have been doing 
business for 40 years and are known al- 
most wherever oil is known and which 
have never run over 800 bbis. of crude a 
day. But they have made money. They 
have weathered financial storms and peri- 
ods of oil depression easier, most of them, 
than the larger plants. They are pros- 
perous. Who does not know of the Em- 
ery refinery at Bradford and its anti- 
Standard owner? It has figured in the 
annals of petroleum for 40 years, and yet 
it has never been a big plant as refineries 
go today, running less than 1,500 bbls. a 
day. But it made all petroleum products 
und has been a factor. The Clarendon 
Refining Co. has been in business in 
Clarendon ‘“‘since the mind of the oil man 
runneth not~-to the contrary.” It was 
always a small plant, operating on very 
high-grade crude, making money and con- 
content to plug along. Then came a 
young man with the Western spirit in 
an Bastern vineyard. This year he has 
doubled the capacity of the plant. 

These instances show what is taking 
place in the East where the capacity of 
plants is being increased, while refiners 
in the West are adding wax presses and 
lubricating machinery. 


One of the things that will surprise 
Western refiners more than anything 





else, however, is the fact that Eastern 
refiners are getting so high a percentage 
of gasoline from their crude. The truth 
is they are averaging as high a percent- 
age of gasoline, if not indeed higher, than 
are Western refiners. I took promiscu- 


/ousiy from a list I have gathered, 12 re- 


fineries in Pennsylvania and 12 in Kansas 
and Oklahoma. The average gasoline re- 
duction of the 12 Pennsylvania refineries 
was 24.2%; of the 12 Western plants, 
24.6%. Notwithstanding I am constantly 
playing with petroleum statistics, I fre- 
auently find something like this to sur- 
prise me. 
Still Adding to Investment. 

Many of the Eastern refiners are giving 
more attention now to enlargement and 
extension in one way and another than 
ever before in their history. They are 
beginning to realize that they can handle 
more crude at practically the same ex- 
pense of operation and at the same time 
increase their earnings. This is particu- 
larly true of the Clarendon refinery. It 
is also true of the Ohio Valley Refining 
Co. at St. Mary’s, W. Va. This plant is 
heing enlarged and its products are being 
pushed out into a larger field. The com- 
pany is making all kinds of lubricants, 
owns 65 tank cars and has 60 miles of 
pipe line. Practically the same interests 
are building a fine new refinery at Cabin 
Creek. This will have a daily capacity 
of 3,000 bbls. of crude, also a lubricating 
plant and 20 miles of pipe line. The com- 
pany holds leases on 56,000 acres of pros- 
pective land, on which there have been 
drilled 55 or more wells. 

The General Refining & Producing Cor- 
poration, of Tennessee, of which Thomas 
Douglas, of Nashville, is secretary and 
treasurer, is putting new life into the old 
Cumberland Refining Co.’s plant, which 
was erected in 1915. The General took 
over the plant and business in September 
of 1916 and proposes bringing it up to its 
possibilities. : 

It was repqorted some time since that 
the Gulf Refining Co. was erecting a re- 
finery at North Decatur, Ala., but the 
rumor was without any further founda- 
tion tHan the fact that the company was 
building a small distributing plant at that 
point. It was also announced that the 
Magnolia Petroleum Co. had a refinery 
at Thrall, Tex., but this likewise was 
without foundation. The Magnolia has 
some production at that point.” Fortun- 
ately for the industry, every refinery re- 
ported is not built. 

The Emlenton Refining Co., Emlenton, 
Pa., was started in 1891 and is complete 
in every respect for the running down to 
wax and coke, with an investment of half 
a million dollars. Running 500 bbls. a 
day, it secures 30% gasoline. Levi Smith, 
Ltd., gets 25% at his Clarendon plant. 
He only runs 325 bbls. of crude a day, 
although the plant has been in operation 
since 1890. It has been like the little 
brook, gathering momentum as it nears 
the river—without increasing in size its 
business has grown, as the years have 
passed, in importance. The Franklin Oil 
Works has been “fabricating” lubricating 
oils for 40 years, haying started opera- 
tions in 1877, yet it has an investment of 
only $12,000, owns no tank cars and has 
only one filling station. It owns, how- 
ever, some of the most valuable produc- 
tion in the United States, having wells 
in the Franklin heavy-oil district, the 
market price of which is $4.25 a barrel. 
At Karns City, the Pennyslvania Refining 
Co. built in 1901, and is still running but 
40 bbls. a day, making principally petro- 
latum; it gets 22% gasoline and makes 
some kerosene. The Starlight Refining 
Co. at the same place began business in 
1893, and until this year it ran only 100 
bbls. a day, but is now increasing to 200 
bbls. It has a lub plant, gets 15% gaso- 
line and owns 25 bbls. a day production. 
It makes a specialty of high-grade oils 
rather than large volume. The Inde- 
pendent Refining Co., at Oil City, made 
its bow to the public in 1882; it has $350,- 
000 invested, and yet it has a capacity, 
or is running, only 1,000 bbls. a day. But 
it makes everything except petrolatum 
and greases. It recovers 24% gasoline, 
having increased its recovery last year 
8%. The company owns 75 tank cars. 
It is turning out annually 3,500,000 gal- 
lons of gasoline. If the owners of the 









One of the 
Largest of the 
Independents 


—The Texas Company, producers, refiners and 


marketers of ‘Texaco’? petroleum products— 
known the world over as ‘quality’ products— 
are large users of ‘‘G-E-M” Bilged Steel Barrels. 


Certainly it is significant that this progressive 
company whose ramifications extend throughout 
the world should use ‘‘G-E-M” Barrels. 


“G-E-M” Barrels comply with all the require- 
ments of the I. C. C. Specifications—they are 
strong, sound and durable, built for service— 
hard service. Heads and shell are galvanized 
separately, permitting inspection of both inner 
and outer surfaces and covering She shipment 
of only perfectly galvanized packages. 


“G-E-M” Special Bilged Steel Barrels are made 
in 55 gallons capacity and furnished either black 
or galvanized. 


What are your requirements? Have you our 





quotations? 

The Pressed Steel Products Co. 
SHARON, PA. 

New York Pittsburgh Chicago San Francisco 





For Hard Usage at 
the Wells, Pumping 
Station or Refinery, 







For quick lifting, where speed and easy opera- 
tion are essential—for the hard, gruelling work 
y of the oil ‘industry—the Cyclone Hoist is 
® supreme. 


Srt P ok De 


Quality—both of material and workmanship— 
and a time-tried and proven design solely our 
own, combine to give Cyclone Hoist owners 
and users the utmost in quick, easy operation 
and long and faithful service. 


9S Os Bi eS 


A 96-page catalog describing Cyclone Hoists, 
Cranes and Trolleys gladly mailed free. 


Ask for Catalog No. 9. 
Dhe Chisholm-Moore Mfg. G. 
Cleveland, O. : 


HOISTS CRANES TROLLEYS 
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HIS demonstrates that the higher 
first cost, economical, and reliable 
Gas Engine of the vertical type is 

being recognized by the oil men as a 
competitor of the two-cycle and cheaper 
engines installed heretofore almost ex- 
clusively in the oil field. 
Expressions of satisfaction from owners 
and repeat orders evidence the appreciation 
‘‘*higher grade’ instead of ‘‘cheap 

first cost.”’ 
Engines built for direct connection to 
Compressors and Generators as well as 
belt driven. 
Send all inquiries for engines and line 
work to 

THREE 175-H.P. THREE-CYLINDER REEVES GAS ENGINES. BELT CONNECTED TO INGER- 

SOLL RAND GASOLINE COMPRESSORS IN GASOLINE PLANT OF 
THE B. B. STROUD CO., BRADFORD, PA. 
HOPE ENGINEERING & SUPPLY CO. 
PITTSBURGH, PA. MT. VERNON, OHIO TULSA. OKLA. 
BUILDERS OF PIPE LINES DESIGNERS AND BUILDERS OF GASOLINE RECOVERY PLANTS 
S000 


Me 


EZ 


Standard Oil Gompany 
OF NEW YORK 


LAUNCH NAPHTHA, V. M. & P. NAPHTHA, LUBRICATING 
OILS AND GREASES. 


Main Office, 26 Broadway, New York 


FIELD OFFICES IN ALL PRINCIPAL CITIES AND TOWNS IN 
NEW YORK AND NEW ENGLAND STATES. 


For the accommodation of launch owners, we 
have established stations at convenient points on 
all waterways in the East. A complete list showing 
the locations of these various stations will be fur- 
nished upon application to the main office. 


We make a specialty of manufacturing a very 
fine grade of Naphtha for use of varnish and paint 
makers, and also a very high grade of Naphtha 
specially adapted for use in Automobiles, Launches, 
Motors, Gasoline Engines, and all such appliances. 


WE ALSO HANDLE A FULL LINE OF BLUE 
FLAME OIL STOVES, PERFECTION SMOKELESS 
HEATERS, THE WELL-KNOWN RAYO TABLE, 
READING AND RECEPTION LAMPS, BURNERS 
AND WICKS 


IU 





JNA 











38 


THE OIL AND GAS JOURNAL 


a Sa NSN SEM ONE 


’ “Thursday, 





Independent company had been located in 
the Mid-Continent field, they would un- 
questionably have caught the expansion 
fever and be treating five to ten times 
as much crude by this time. But there 
is this to remember: the Western men 
have never yet had to weather the storms 
the Eastern men have weathered; maybe 
time will yet prove the wisdom of smaller 
plants—it is too soon to say. In a skim- 
ming plant, volume counts, even if the 
plant must be shut down in dull seasons. 
The Continental Refining Co., doing busi- 
ness since 1885, increased its capacity in 
1916 200 bbls. a day to 600 bbis., and its 
yield of gasoline 4% to 23%. It operates 
50 tank cars, has a lubricating plant and 
makes all kinds of high-grade lubricating 
oils, cylinder oils and waxes. The Crystal 
Oil Works, at Rouseville, is treating 800 
bbls. of crude a day. In 1915 it got 16% 
gasoline and last year 28%, a gain of 
12%. It makes all products, but has not 
attempted to branch out. It owns its own 
tank cars, but has no pipe line or produc- 
tion. W. H. Dougherty & Son Refining 
Co., at Petrolia, owns its own production, 
having 75 wells, connected to the refinery 
by 10 miles of pipe line. The plant has 
been in operation since 1880 and is oper- 
ating on 150 bbis. a day. It secures 20% 
gasoline, but has no lubricating plant. It 
is, however, getting ready to make cold- 
test cylinder oils. 


One of the Pioneers. 


A. D. Millers Sons Co. is one of the 
really pioneer independents in the United 
States. This refinery was built away 
back there in 1862 and represents an in- 
vestment of $1,000,000, yet it handles only 
about 1,000 bbls. of crude a day. It has 
production in a separated company. It 
gets 25% gasoline and operates 45 tank 
cars. Likewise, the Waverly Oil Works, 
doing business since 1880, and with $600,- 
000 invested, is only running 500 bbls. a 
day, its average for the past 20 years. 
But it will be a long time before some 
of those Western refineries of larger crude 
capacity are any more solidly entrenched 
financially than these venerable Eastern 
institutions. The Waverly doesn’t allow 
anything in oil to get away, running down 
to wax and coke. It gets 21% gasoline 
and puts out nearly 3,000,000 gallons of 
gasoline and naphtha a year. 


It is necessary to go back to Reno, 
Venango County, Pa., to get the ‘“‘dope’”’ 
to bring back forcibly to my correspond- 
ent, who would build at El Dorado, the 
idea I have been trying to convey. That 
genial veteran refiner, A. L. Confer, in 
a letter to me recently, in refering to his 
plant, said: “My plant was commenced 
in 1886 and is not completed yet.”’ That, 
in a ntshell, is the whole story of nearly 
every refinery. Mr. Confer’s Empire re- 
finery has been in operation 31 years, and, 
like Buropean cathedrals, is not com- 
pleted yet. He runs 650 bbls. of crude a 
day and runs down to wax.” Last year he 
increased his gasoline reduction 3.14%, 
to 24.09%. This company has 76 tank 
cars. The Titusville Oil Works was built 
in 1876 and last year averaged 505 bbls. 
a day of crude. Last year it increased its 
yield of gasoline 6%, to 22%. It has an 
investment of $200,000, but has no lubri- 
cating plant. It would be of general in- 
terest to the fraternity if these Pennsyl- 
vania gentlemen would enlighten others 
as to their method of so materially in- 
creasing their gasoline yield. The Cone- 
wango Refining Co., at Warren, is one 
of the new refineries in Northwestern 
Pennsylvania—it was built in 1895. It 
has a capacity of 400 bbls. a day and 
secures 20% gasoline. The company has 
44 tank cars, but no pipe line of produc- 
tion. The United Refining Co., at War- 
ren, came into existence in 1902, and 
during last year averaged 385 bbls. a day. 
Notwithstanding it runs its crude down 
to wax and neutrals, it was enabled in 
1916 to increase its gasoline production 
5.45%. It is now averaging 30.45% gaso- 
line, which, it must be admitted, is an 
exceptional performance, and shows the 
possibilities where the righ combinations 
are brought into force. 


Tide Water’s Big Plant. 


The Tide Water Oil Co. is one of the big 
independent concerns of the country and 
has been operating since 1880. Its refin- 
ery is located at Bayonne, N. J. It 
handles nearly 11,000 bbls. of crude a day, 
and after these 37 years is still increas- 
ing its facilities, adding about 7% to its 
eapacity and efficiency in 1916 and ap- 
proximately the same amount this year. 
It does a complete oil-manufacturing busi- 
ness, down to wax, coke and pitch. This 
company owns over 2,000 miles of pipe 
line, to which are connected 17,400 wells, 
and it owns 12,000 bbls. a day production. 
It operates 143 tank cars and has an 
investment of more than $33,000,000. The 
Tide Water has a regular Western air 


cessful petroleum organizations of the 
country. 

There are many other important and 
growing oil-manufacturing concerns -in 
Pennsylvania, but these will suffice to 
show the general trend and ‘the remark- 
able characteristics of the business. 
The Indian Refining Co., which has a 
large refinery at Lawrenceville, Ill., is 
another of the real factors in oildom. 
It weathered the seasons of alternating 
prosperity and adversity until it. passed 
tinally and successfully the Rubicon of 
difficulties and is now established on a 
solid basis. It is doing a magnificent 
business. The company owns its own 
pipe-line system, has 160 distributing sta- 
tions in excellent marketing territory, op- 
erates 1,075 tank cars, makes all kinds of 
refined and lubricating oils and uses an 
average of 10,500 bbls. of crude a day. 


There have been few changes in Ohio, 
New York and other Hastern oil fields, 
but a change is beginning to show. At 
Bayonne extensive improvements are tak- 
ing place. Additional wharfage, more 
stills, further storage capacity mark the 
line of progress. The ground has been 
so occupied that it is difficult now to tell 
where one refinery ends and another be- 
gins. West Virgina, after many years, 
is coming more into her own as a petro- 
leum manufacturing State, and Ken- 
tucky, during the coming year, will have 
taken her place in refining. It has been 
a long road for the Blue Grass State. The 
facts set forth, however, simply cinch 
the point argued in the beginning of this 
article. Oil producing usually comes in 
with a hip- hurrah, and then settles down 
to decades of development; growth never 
stops until dismantlement takes place. 
If large returns come out, immense sums 
first go in. 


Standard Is Progressive. 


No attempt has been made in this 
article to review the growth of the Stand- 
ard Oil Co. plants. In a general way, the 
public knows of the wonderful progress 
made. But it is worth while to say for 
the benefit of those who may not know 
that no other concern in the country is 
constantly experimenting and planning 
for the future more than is the Standard. 
No other refining company scans _ so 
minutely every new thing proposed. No 
other pays out so much annually chang- 
ing and improving its plants. At every 
one of its refineries the past four years 
it has added the investment of a Burton 
process to the extent of more than the 
value of most refineries. And these proc- 
ess plants have all been reconstructed 
several times since built. It is tearing 
down and adding to all of its plants ad 
infinitum. It is doing the same thing, on 
a larger scale, the small refiners are doing 
in the way of expansion. After it had 
made a success of the Burton process and 
was getting approximately 50% of gaso- 
line, it purchased a number of other 
likely-looking patents for greater gasoline 
distillation. It kept Prof. Kelsey at Whit- 
ing for a year or longer working on his 
theory. It, too, has proved in refining 
that to continue to exist is to grow and 
never cease increasing the investment. 
At all of its big refineries, both East and 
West, the past year, it has been turning 
earnings back into plant improvement by 
the hundreds of thousands of dollars. 
There are none exempt. It is as neces- 
sary for the big as the little. You can- 
not take without first giving freely, in 
oil. 

I think I have shown by this review of 
the American refining business that the 
day has come when it requires money to 
become a refiner on a competing scale; 
that there is no end to the investment 
capital required; and that more than ever 
before it is necessary for one not only 
to be a refiner, but also a producer, a 
pipe-line owner, a marketer, and, in addi- 
tion, to have in connection with the refin- 
ery railroad equipment, a cracking proc- 
ess and a casinghead compressor. It 
seems, too, that between the lines is 
readable the story of wonderful progress 
when American refiners stopped complain- 
ing of devouring competition and began 
building. Then they, too, became real 
factors, and real competition, and a real 
part of the industry. It will be seen from 
the many individual references that the 
“small” refiners have become big refin- 
ers; that the lines of bitterness have 
been very largely obliterated and that the 
oil man is living under a new and better 
dispensation than formerly. I hope I have 
emphasized the wisdom of steering shy 
of most modern stock companies. Through 
all these paragraphs runs also a story 
of increasing efficiency with large activ- 
ity and investment. If the Standard Oil 
Co. with its Burton process has increased 
its reduction of gasoline to plus 50%, the 
independent refiners have raised their 
percentage also perceptibly. The one sur- 





about it. In fact, it is one of the suc- 


prising feature of the year is the enor- 
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mous inerease in gasoline production, 
greater than in all the five: years previ- 
ous, I am almost persuaded in saying, or 
will be when present refineries under con- 
struction are all completed and the re- 
sults of casinghead compressors are 
known. And in concluding this article, 
I would advise anyone proposing to em- 
park in the refining business to investi- 
gate thoroughly. Refiners were never at 
the guessing point more than today. The 
present wonderful prosperity may con- 
tinue without abatement, but it is doubt- 
ful. Automobile construction has dropped 
off 40% and conferences are now being 
held to further reduce the output of pleas- 
ure cars. Everybody is retrenching in 
luxuries and curtailing necessities. The 
gasoline market is sluggish now, whereas 
a year ago it was taking up every drop 
that could be made. I am not going to 
make any predictions. But the laws of 
trade and averages and compensation 
have rarely been upset for long. I would 
simply guard my friend against expect- 
ing to make $334,000 a year from a thou- 
sand-barrel refinery. ‘It can’t be did.”’ 





OFFICERS ELECTED AT MEETING 
OF PRODUCERS & REFINERS CORP. 





The Producers. & Refiners Corporation, 
at the meeting of the stockholders in the 
general offices in the California Building, 
Denver, Colo., Dec. 17, elected the fol- 
lowing ofticers: Frank E. Kistler, presi- 
dent and general manager; William L. 
Kistler, vice president and manager of 
the Oklahoma and Kansas division; P. J. 
Quealy, vice president; William <A. Otis, 
vice president and treasurer; G, V. Steele, 
assistant treasurer and assistant secre- 
tary; Frank EB. McCauley, secretary; C. 
E. Cree, assistant secretary. 

Directors elected under the new amend- 
ment permitting an increase in the board 
were: Frank E. Kistler, Denver, Colo.; 
Wm. A. Otis, Colorado Springs, Colo.; P. 
J. Quealy, Kemmerer, Wyo.; Merritt W. 
Gano, Denver, Colo.; BE. P. Shove, Colo- 
rado Springs, Colo.; Charles A. Otis, 
Cleveland, O.; L. L. Marcell, Chanute, 
Kan.; Howard Vanderslive, Kansas City, 
Mo.; W. A. Moses, Kansas City, Mo.; 
William L. Kistler, Tulsa, Okla.; F. J. 
Lewis, Chicago, IIl. 

The executive committee is composed of 
Frank E. Kistler, Merritt W. Gano, Wil- 
liam A. Otis, P. J. Quealy and William L. 
Kistler. 

B. E. Walter, of Oklahoma, was elected 
an assistant secretary to have charge of 
the land and leasing and production de- 
partments of Oklahoma, with headquar- 
ters in Tulsa. 

Cc. C. Calvert, formerly in the sales 
department of the Continental Oil Co., 
was elected an assistant secretary with 
offices in Tulsa and attached to the sales 
department. 

F. W. Perry, formerly with the Carter 
Oil Co. in Tulsa, was elected an assist- 
ant secretary and will have charge of 
the land and lease department in the 
Denver office. 

These appointments as assistant sec- 
retaries were made necesary to empower 
the men to sign legal papers. 





WICHITA FALLS NEEDS RAILROAD 
CONNECTIONS WITH NEW FIELDS. 





From the Wichita Falls (Tex.) Daily 
Times: ‘‘New oil pools are being discov- 
ered and developed to the south and 
southwest of Wichita, Falls. It is now 
necessary for oil men of Wichita Falls, 
in order to reach this new territory, to 
travel a long distance by way of Fort 
Worth. 

_“‘Wichita Falls is now the oil center of 
North Texas. If the city is to maintain 
its leadership in one of the greatest in- 
dustries of the State, and certainly the 
most important in this section, better 
Means of access to the new pool must 
be provided. This could be done by an 
extension of the Wichita Falls and South- 
ern Railway. If this railroad were ex- 
tended to Cisco by way of Breckenridge, 
the new fields would be tapped and Wich- 
ita Falls would have direct transporta- 
tion to the new territory.” 


PROSPEROUS KANSAS COMPANY. 





_ WICHITA, Kau., Dec. 22.—Stockholders 
in the Big Walnut Oil & Gas Co. will 
hold their annual meeting in January, 
at which it will be decided whether the 
Big Walnut shall continue operations or 
liquidate. The company, under the man- 
agement of T. C. Johnson, has made good 
after starting out with a dry hole. It 
has more than enough money to pay par 
on the stock and_ split $25,000 besides. 
This showing likely will be an induce- 
ment for a vote to continue in the oil-pro- 





duction business. 


Dana W. Brown Killed 
By Kick From a Horse 


BLUFFTON, Ind., Dec. 22.—The Even- 
ing News publishes the following: Dana 
W. Brown, aged 61, for years a prominent 
oil operator in the Wells County field, 
died on Monday, Dec. 10, at San Diego, 
Cal., from the effects of a kick by a horse 
three days before. The news of his 
death was received this morning by Wil- 
liam A. Kunkel, who was associated with 
the dead man in the oil business for many 
years and was in a letter written by R. 
D. Brown, the only son of the decedent. 


Mr. Brown had been a resident at 
Lemon Grove, Cal., eight miles from San 
Diego, for five years. The accident which 
caused his death occurred at 4:30 in the 
afternoon of Dec. 7. Mr. Brown was driv- 
ing a distance of a mile and one-half 
from his home. As near as could be de- 
termined the brake on the wagon became 








detached, allowing the wagon to run 
against the heels of the horse. The ani- 
mal kicked and struck Mr. Brown on the 
temple. Neighbors who were passing 
summoned his wife and got medical atten- 
tion for him. His son, R. D., arrived 
from San Diego at 6 o’clock and at that 
time it was thought he would regain con- 
sciousness in a few hours. A hemorr- 
hage from the brain developed, however, 
and it was decided to take him to a hos- 
pital. He was removed to San Diego by 
ambulance and operated on on the morn- 
ing of Dec. 8. He lingered until 11:30 
o’clock on Dec. 10 without regaining con- 
sciousness and finally passed away at 
that hour. 

The funeral was held at San Diego on 
Dec. 12. 

Mr. Brown was well known in and 
about Bluffton for many years, being as- 
sociated with W. A. Kunkel and with the 
late Mike Long in oil operations for a 
long time. He was a stockholder in the 
M. & B. and the B. G. & C. and in the 
Bliss Hotel Co., still owning his stock in 





OKLAHOMA MAN LOSES LIFE. 





CASPER, Wyo., Dec. 23.—Arthur Cum- 
mins, aged 38, foreman in the machine 
room of the Leidecker Tool Co., was 
fatally injured yesterday when an emery 
wheel on which he was working broke, 
the flying piece inflicting a deep cut on 
his left temple. He was rushed to a local 
hospital, where he died this morning 
without having regained consciousnéss. 
Cummins came to Casper from Oklahoma, 
where he has a family. 





TRAGEDY IN KENTUCKY FIELD. 





LEXINGTON, Ky., Dec. 21.—Roy Munn, 
an oil-well driller, employed by Frank 
Harmon, was shot and killed Wednesday 
evening on an L.. & N. train when the 
train was leaving Filson. Grover Forkner 
is charged with the killing. It is said 
Forkner was intoxicated and that the 
shooting was without provocation. Fork- 
ner has been arrested. Munn is survived 
by his wife and two children. 
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Arizona’s Promoters 
Are Rare Optimists 


LOS ANGELES, Dec. 19.—Arizona is 
again coming to the front in an effort to 
locate an oil field, and full-page adver- 
tisements are appearing in the news- 
papers published at Jerome and Phoenix, 
which are being circulated in Los An- 
geles and elsewhere, inviting the specu- 
latively-inclined to get in on the ground 
fioor and load up with stock which one 
company is now selling at 3 cents a 
share with the proviso that a like amount 
will be called for ‘‘after the oil has been 
struck.” 

While there are a number of promotion 
outfits now in the field, the people most 
prominent at this time-are the Arizona 
Oil & Refining Co., which states in its 
prospectus that it is “the first company 
in the State to make this offer. Any 
other company making an offer of this 
kind is simply an imitator—parrots and 
monkeys imitate—but they amuse us and 
we have a good laugh at their expense."’ 

“The smoldering fires of the Arizona 
cil boom will burst into flame in the next 
few weeks, and we predict an oil» boom 
which will shake the State—the like of 
which has never been seen in this State— 
and Arizona has witnessed many a mining 
boom—many a land boom. Hundreds wiil 
be made millionaires over night—thou- 
sands will be made independent—if they 
keep cool and use judgment in their spec- 
ulations.”—Extract from one of their 
prospectuses. 

The location of this wealth-producing 
district, as near as can be ascertained, 
is near Valley station, in Chino Valley, 
and from latest reports the Arizona Oil 
& Refining Co. has purchased at a cost 
of $10,000 a complete standard drilling 
outfit, which has been shipped to the 
scene of location. Actual drilling will be 
started inside of two weeks and a com- 
pleted well is promised inside of the next 
90 days. 

It seems that the present undertaking 
is not the first effort that has been made 
to locate oil in this section. A well was 
formerly drilled by the Chino Valley Oil 
& Mining Co. to a depth of about 1,900 
feet, when oil was actually discovered, 
but later the casing collapsed and the 
well was ruined. The new prospect,’ it 
is stated, will ‘‘take no chances of getting 
outside the oil zone and will drill within 
a few hundred yards of the old discovery 
well—on a sure location, although there 
is no question of doubt that the whole 
Chino Valley is underlaid with a vast 
pool of paraffine-base oil.’’ 

The honors of ‘‘bringing in an oil field’ 
in Arizona are not going to be confined 
to the Arizona Oil & Refining Co., for 
there are numerous companies already 
incorporated and an epidemic of no small 
proportion is on in full blast. In fact, it 
is claimed that the honor of discovery 
belongs to another company, which has 
been handicapped possibly from Jack of 
financial support. But now there is said 








to be considerable rivalry manifested 
among the various Chino Valley com- 
panies, and a race is expected in an ef- 


fort to get down the first actual produc- 
well. The original Chino Valley 
company has its rig on the ground and 
is rapidly getting its affairs in shape to 
drill. The Del Rio Oil Co. has purchased 
lumber for a derrick; the Arizona-Okla- 
homa Gas & Oil Co. has a “skeleton” 
derrick in place and it is understood to 
have a standard rig on the way from 
Kansas. 

E. A. Edwards, formerly of Los An- 
geles, who is reported as a “‘geologist of 
many years’ experience,” and as having 
had “conspicuous success in the Cali- 
fornia field, having been the original dis- 
coverer of the Whittier and Taft fields, 
and who is endorsed by Tim Spellacy, F. 
A. Doheny, Lyman Stewart and with 
words of commendation by the Standard 
Oil Co.,” while acting as vice president 
of the Arizona Oil & Refining Co., will 
also look after the field operations for 
that company in the capactity of super- 
intendent. 

Following is a list of companies incor- 
porated up to date under the laws of 
Arizona, all of which are expected to 
start operations in the Chino Valley: 
Chino Valley Oil & Mining Co., Arizona 
Oil & Refining Co., Great Chino Oil & 
Refining Co., Copper State Oil & Gas Co., 
Union Pacific Oil Co., Arizona Petroleum 
Co., Arizont Queen Oil Co., Del Rey Oil 
Co., Arizona-Oklahoma Oil & Gas Co., 
E. A. Bdwards Oil & Refining Co., Mon- 
arch Oil Co. of New York, New York 
Chino Valley Oil Co., Arizona Chino Oil 
Development Co.; -United Chino Oil & 
Refining Co. 

The Chino Valley Oil Co., which claims 
to have been the original discoverer of 





oil, is under the management of J. C. 
Hazlet. Their old rig is still standing on 
the ground and as soon as the necessary 
funds are available drilling of another 
well will be started. 

E. A. Edwards, in a lengthy report, 
states that the Chino Valley oil sand has 
a saturation of 110 feet, whereas the 
Ohio ‘oil sands only’ average about 25 
feet, and in California 40 feet is consid- 
ered an excellent depth; that while the 
sand was deeper than he had ever experi- 
enced, being 1,900 feet, there is a possi- 
bility of two or three sands underlying 
this one, and there is no question of 
doubt about that, when the true condi- 
tions have been thoroughly demonstrated, 
a tremendous development of paraffine- 
base oil will result in the Chino Valley. 

C.H.G. 





DEHYDRATION AT McKITTRICK. 





McKITTRICK, Cal., Dec. 20.—Dehydra- 
tion of oil is being practiced more and 
more in the McKittrick field where for 
years the Southern Pacific Railroad has 
operated at Olig, a plant with a capacity 
of 2,000 bbls. daily, one of the largest in 
the fields. 





HAS NEW SPRAY NOZZLE. 


The Star Brass Works, 3114-20 Carroll 
Ave., 


Ill., has placed on the 
market a spray noz- 
zle of exceptional 
merit, represented by 
the ‘accompanying il- 
lustration. 1t is made 
in all sizes to fit 
standard pipe con- 
nections from \% inch 
up to 3 inches, in- 
clusive. It is espe- 
cially adapted for 
spray cooling pur- 
poses and is now in 
use on a large num- 
ber of cooling plants 


Chicago, 





throughout the oil 
districts. The man- 
ufacturer issues a 
complete catalogue 


bearing on spray nozzles and spray cool- 
ing systems which will be gladly sent 
to interested persons upon request. 





PROPOSED OIL SURVEY IN 
COLORADO IS IMPORTANT. 





DENVER, Colo., Dec. 19.—Colorado’s 
proposed oil survey was formally launched 
at a meeting of State officials and répre- 
sentatives of the Denver Real Estate Ex- 
change. The committee unanimously en- 
dorsed the appointment of Prof. S. A. 
Guthberlet, of Lincoln, Neb., as deputy 
oil inspector under James Duce, head of 
the oil inspection department of the com- 
monwealth. 

Professor Guthberlet is a geologist and 
will act chiefly in that capacity, looking 
to development of Colorado’s oil shale and 
oil resources for the benefit of the oil 
department. He is to receive $1,800 a 
year. 

Prof. Russell D. George, State Geologist, 
will be in charge of the survey. Some of 
the field work, which is to be instituted 
at once, will be carried forward by an 
assistant in the office of the State geo- 
logical department, working in conjunc- 
tion with Professor Guthberlet as field 
engineer. 

Survey camps are to be started this 
week, which will mark the first system- 
atic and complete survey of the oil re- 
sources of Colorado. 

Bnough data will be available before 
spring from this source to make a pre- 
liminary report to Governor Gunter, who 
appointed the members of the committee, 
and thus attract capital in the East. 

The survey will include the large oil- 
shale formations in the western: part of 
the State, as well as the extraction of the 
oil from the shale rock. 

As fast as indications of oil develop in 
certain communities the survey camps 
will be directed there, but underlying the 
while movement is a systematic cam- 
paign to thoroughly investigate all sec- 
tions of the commonwealth for indica- 
tions of oil. 

The committee having general super- 
vision of the survey, which at present is 
limited to about $6,000 for expenditures, 
consists of Rayond Miller, president of 
the Colorado Land Board, chairman; Prof. 
Russell D. George, State Geologist; James 
Duce, State Oil Inspector, and Charles H. 
Howe, H. Byrd Northrup and George H. 
Gallup. 

Professor Guthberlet is a graduate of 
Nebraska University. Besides acting as 
instructor in that institution, he has had 
several years’ experience in field work 
in oil and mineral research in Western 
States. 
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SCHURS OIL BURNER 


Crude or fuel oil burners for boilers 
any make, hoisting engines, steam 
shovels, well rigs, road rollers, iron 
and steel furnaces, kiln burners for 
fa. brick, pottery and lime, also for 
a / \ smelters and glass works. 
SCHURS OIL BURNER CO. 
425 North Robinson 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA. 
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NOVEMBER REPORTS OF THE PIPE LINES 


Slight Increase in Daily Runs in 


Oklahoma and Kansas—Runs in 


Eastern Fields Show Decline. 


Receipts from the wells of the Mid- 
Continent during November were 11,359,- 
929 bbls., averaging 378,640 bbls. daily for 
the short month. The total fell 676,519 
bbis. below those for October, when a 
new high record was made. At the 
same time the runs for November were 
larger than for any other month with the 
exception of October and September, 
and were 2,120,000 bbls. more than in 
November, 1916. During the last three 
months of 1916 the runs from the Mid- 
Continent wells have made a grand total 
of 34,868,817 bbls. In the corresponding 
three months of 1916 the runs from the 
same division were 27,085,511, showing 
an increase for the last three months 
of 7,884,306 bbls. 

The runs from the districts east of 
the Missisippi and of the Mid-Continent 
during November aggregated 14,232,727 
bbls. In October the runs were 15,137,953 
bbis., and in September 14,420,145 bbls. 
The daily averages for the three months 
were 474,424 bblis., 488,321 and 480,503 
bblis., respectively. 

Deliveries by the Mid-Continent lines 
during November amounted to 11,527,627 
bbis., or a decrease from the October 
figures of 204,611 bbls. 

The following table shows the amount 
of crude petroleum held in storage by 
the several pipe lines mentioned in the 
different divisions of the oil fields and 
the amount of each grade at the close of 
business November 30, 1917: 





Division. ‘o’1 Bbls. 
PennsylvORid 202 ccecescivuveccers 2,805,945.71 
EAMG, wsccccwssocecuncveses 1,263,599.36 
Kentucky. vorwiwscd ee ewee ,028.42 
Illinois (Eastern lines) 616,786.85 
Illinois (Illinois P. L.).........-. 2,345,844.17 
Mid-Continent (Eastern lines)... 3,994,447.83 


(Prairie O. & G.).34,800,000.00 
(Prairie P. L.).-. 1,000,000.00 


Mid-Continent 
Mid-Continent 


Mid-Continent (Magnolia) ...... 6,592,500.00 
Mid-Continent (Gulf P. L.)..... 5,500,000.00 
Mid-Continent (Texas Co.)...... 9,637,000.00 


Mid-Continent (Carter Oil Co.) ..19,000,000.00 


Mid-Continent (Empire P. L.).. 2,526,144.00 
Mid-Continent (outside lines)... 2,693,000.00 
Total: NOW: BOs sci» av'cdeucsccud 93,412,296 34 


Total QOgts Bho v:0.2:0:0 00:0.4.0-2:0,9'0i8% 92,544,511.38 
Increase 867,784.96 


The foliowing table shows the condi- 
tion of stocks in the lines then reported 






at the close of business October 31, 1917: 

Division. To’l Bbls. 
Pennsylvania . 2,983,494.48 
Tame sists tee - 1,268,139.57 
Kentucky .... 709,994.86 
Illinois (Eastern lines). 494,231.04 
Illinois (Illinois P. L.)......... 2,435,741.65 


2 
Mid-Continent (Eastern lines).. 4,435,909 78 
Mid-Continent (Prairie O. & G.).35,300,000.00 
Mid-Continent (Prairie P. L.)... 1,000,000.00 
Mid-Continent (Magnolia) ...... ¥ “ 
Mid-Continent (Gulf P. L.)..... 5, 260,000.00 
Mid-Continent (Texas Co.)...... 9,600.00 
Mid-Continent (Carter Oil Co.)..18,500,000.09 


Mid-Continent (outside lines)... 4,727,000.00 
Total CORE ARNG Gs bias sik ba oy ue 92,544,511.38 
Total Rebs Ges + .< ssid wee wees 98,431,262.16 
Decregae. cy skeuswee wesc dies 9% 886,750.78 


The first table above indicates an in- 
crease in the stocks during November of 
867,784 bbls. This is due to an increase 
in the Carter Oil Co.’s stocks and those 
of the Magnolia, probably from purchase 
of crude formerly held in private tanks. 
The stocks held in storage on private tank 
farms and leases in the Healdton, Cush- 
ing and Kansas fields at the close of last 
month are estimated at 10,700,000 bbis., or 
a decrease of 1,800,000 bbls. This de- 
crease is partially accounted for by trans- 
ferring in this report, the stocks of the 
Empire Pipe Line Co., from private tank 
farms to the regular list of pipe line 
Stocks. Adding the private stocks to the 
figures would show a total of 105,044,511 
bbis. at the close of October and 104,112.- 
296 bbls. at the end of November, indi- 
cating a decrease of 932,215 bbls. The 
difference in the runs and shipments in 
the Mid-Continent field would indicate 
a reduction of 168,398 bbls. in the stocks 
of that division. 

The stocks of the Hmpire Pipe Line Co. 
appear in the first table above, being 
carried in the lower table as part of the 
Outside lines. 

Stocks held by Bastern lines showed a 
decrease of 573,961 bbls. during November 
and those held by the Miinois Pipe Line 
Were reduced 89,897 bbls. 

Eastern Field Figures. 


The pipe lines which make regular 
monthly reports in the Eastern fields 
reported runs from the wells during 
November amounting to 1,974,643 bbls. 





This showed a decrease from the October 
total of 181,697 bbls. The daily average 
for the shorter month of November was 
65,821 bbls., against 69,559 bbls. a day 
for the month previous. There was a 
falling off in the runs from all fields in 
almost equal proportion, with the ex- 
ception of Kentucky, where the decline 
was very small, being less than accounted 
for through the report covering one less 
business day. West Virginia fields re- 
ported a decease of some 45,000 bbls. in 
the total and the Producers & Refiners 
Oil Co. fell behind the previous report 
by over 58,000 bbls. The daily average 
ef the receipts from the wells during 
November was larger than those for Sep- 
tember, and compare favorably with all 
other months except October. They were 
also larger than any month of November 
since 1913. 


The runs from the Illinois field by the 
Illinois Pipe Line and the Tidewater Pipe 
Line Co., Ltd., aggregated 898,855 bbls. 
a decrease from the October figures of 
47,010 bbls. The daily average for No- 
vember of the receipts from the wells 
dropped to 29,961, the smallest since last 
February. In October the daily average 
of the Illinois runs was 30,511 bbls., as 
against 30,449 bbis. for the previous 
month. In August the daily average 
was 31,918 bbls. and in July 32,108 bbls. 
June’s report showed 32,504 bbls. daily, 
and that for May was 33, 738 bbls. The 
regular deliveries of Illinois oil for No- 
vember were 237,013 bbls., 87,754 bbls. 
less than in the month previous. The 
Tidewater also delivered through its 
Illinois lines 65,785 bbls of Mid-Continent 
oil. 

Deliveries by the Eastern lines for No- 
vember amounted to 4,228,888 bbls. While 
the total was less than in October, this 
was due to the report covering one less 
business day, as the daily average of 
deliveries in November was 140,962 bbls., 
as against 138,814 bbls. in the previous 
report. 


The total runs by the Eastern lines and 
those of Illinois in November amounted 
to 2,873,498 bbls., a loss of 228,707 bbls. 
from the October report. The average of 
all these runs in November was 95,783 
bbls. daily, as against 100,071 bbls. in 
October. 


Stocks of the Eastern lines were pulled 
on to the amount of 573,961 bbls. during 
November and 453,005 bbls. in October, 
the reduction for the two months being 
over 1,000,000 bbls. Pennsylvania grade 
stocks were reduced 177,549 bbis. in 
November, while those of Kentucky in- 
ereased 27,034 bbls. 
stocks held in Bastern lines decreased 
441,462 bbls., while the changes in the 
other grades were slight. 





Lignite Deposits May 
Produce Oil and Gas 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 21.—Secretary 
Lane of the Department of the Interior, 
has recommended to Congress an appro- 
priation of $100,000 to investigate the 
commercial and economic practicability of 
utilizing the lignite coals of the United 
States for producing fuel oil, gasoline 
substitutes, ammonia, coal tar and gas 
for power. There are immense quantities 
of lignite deposits in the public lands of 
the United States lying near the surface 
of the earth and cheaply mined but the 
coal is such character that it does not 
stand transportation in its natural state 
and is of small value for fuel except in 
the immediate vicinity of the mines. If 
a satisfactory method of extracting fuel 
oil and other substances is secured, it 
would be of enormous value and add 
immensely to the resources of the United 
States. It is proposed to have the in- 
vestigation conducted through the Bu- 
reau of Mines. 

A bill embodying this idea has been in- 
troduced in the Senate by Senator Gronna 
of North Dakota, and has been referred 
to the Senate Committee on Mines and 
Mining. It is expected the Committee 
will call a meeting in the near future to 
consider and report upon this measure. 
It is believed here that in some form this 
bill will be passed shortly after the 
Christmas holidays. C.BE.K. 





The Mid-Continent |, 


LINK-! 


PHILADELPHIA 









LINK-BELT 


S-40 and SS-124 


Can operate your rotary and give 
reliable service, even in the hardest 
drilling. Their adaptability to your 
requirements demonstrated in years 
of operation in the most difficult 


fields. 
This trade mark >———— on every link. 
Write for General Catalog No. 110, which 


illustrates and describes the entire 
Link-Belt line. 





BELT COMPANY 


CHICAGO INDIANAPOLIS 











NEW PIPE 
IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT 


All or aay part of 200,000 feet of 5, 5%, and 5%-inch 


R. W. HANNAN 


PITTSBURGH, PENNA. 


O. D. plain end. 


323 FOURTH AVE. 

















cially designed rings. 
and science can produce. 









them for you. 





WORKING BARREL VALVES 


If you want the highest grade working barrel valve obtainable, this is it. 
It is equipped with tool steel balls and_seats, highest grade cups, and spe- 
In fact, every 


packages containing balls, valves, working barrels, etc. 
Your dealer doubtless has BRAMO products in stock. 


BRAMO product is as good as skill 
Always look for our trade mark, shown below, on 


If not, he will get 


BRADFORD 
MOTOR WORKS 


57 HOLLEY AVE. 
BRADFORD, PA. 











Manufacturers of 
i, he Well Supplies 


























Dart Unions and Flanges 


have two bronze seats in the vital part 
which are perfectly ground and elimi- 
nate all trouble due to corrosion. 


Made of heavy patterns and especi- 
ally adapted to high pressure lines. 
Write for free sample and catalog. 


E. M. DART MFG. CO. 
Providence, R. I. 
The Fairbanks Co., New Orleans, Distributors 
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VESSEL SHIPMENTS OF GULF COAST OIL 
FOR THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER 1917 


HOUSTON, Tex., Dec. i4.—The movement by water of refined and crude from the 
Gulf Coast ports of Port Arthur, Baton Rouge, Sabine and Beaumont aggregated 3,682,149 
bbis. during the month of November, against 3,449,940 bbls. during the previous "month, 
or an increase of 232,209 bbls. The refined shipments increased 28,517 bbis. and the crude 
movement shows an increase of 203,692 bbls. over the October figures. 

The Gulf Refining Co. sent out a total of 1,151,611 bbls. from its Port Artuhr terminals, 
of which 1,109,343 bbls. were refinery products and 42,268 bbls crude. During October 
the refined shipments of this company by water aggregated 1,296,558 bbls. The Texas 
Company loaded out a total of 994,240 bbls. of refinery products during November from 
its Port Arthur terminals, against 751,104 bbls. during Cctober,' and the Standard Oil Co. 
ot Louisiana sent out 513,525 bbls. of refinery products and 121,211 bbls. of crude during 
November as compared with 560,720 bbls. of refined and 68,119 bbls. of crude moved from 
Baton Rouge refinery ‘docks during the previous month. The refinery products shipped 
bs the Magnolia Petroleum Co. from Beaumont aggregated 350,571 bbls. during Novem- 
ber, against 330,780 bbls. loaded out during October. The vessel shipments of the Sun 
Co. from Sabine increased from 442,602 bbls. during October to 550,991 bbls. during the 
month of November. 

The following table gives the water shipments in detail, with consignees and destina- 
tions withheld in some cases in compliance with the military requirements: 


; FROM PORT ARTHUR. 
BY THE GULF REFINING COMPANY. 
REFINERY PRODUCTS. 























ov. Rig. Vessel. Consignee, Destination. Bbls. 
i SA ca so SRN ss sed seem a Rr rae Shanghal ..........+..00- 60,162 
ee ere Gulf Refining Co......... ee fy eee ore 35,860 
4 Brg.Conemaugh.......... Sulf Refining Co......... | errr as ae 17,680 
ee er Gulf Refining Co......... sk. | eee 785+ 
We MI. + ca.dece uch naan Gulf Refining Co. of La..Gretma ...........5020008 4,433 
6. Brg.Allegheny...........4 Gulf Refining Co. of La..Gretma .....-...-eeeeeeee 4,411 
Jae eee ee Gulf Refining Co......... eo. Ee ars 18,306 
Re ee ° ees Gulf Refining Co......... Pravenniee: soa ' Veen s «dass 24,011 
> Tl, + eG ons ca heaeh eon xulf Refining Co DRT ORRD sos. c's ob 0 ts dees 734,451 
OR. Gn. Cee. «oc ccc ccesc oo eee ee eee ee 14,805 
13. Bee.Jeack Mays . «x. 008s oe Gulf Refining Co... . Galveston ...... athe ia ee 7,546 
|. OR TS eee oo a Sa ae Devonport --, 42,683 
RB. (Te..< APRON 665 0 oe 0 bbe Gulf Refining Co......... Jacksonville 58,446 
a ee... eR eee Gulf Refining Co......... neers Polat. 24 sees eck * 58,002 
16. Brg.Shenango............ Gulf Refining Co......... AERO Oe MIRE «ons ce oh 2s 26,806 
16. Ss...Georgian Pr ince..... Ot eae Ce OVORRON fons osc ia tas 28,523 
a ee ee Pee COUT on Shc 5 sss soe cpa eee. seca sd uiwhcnse van 24,310 
21. Ss...Gulf of Mexico...... Gulf Refining Co......... RG ee ok os Slate *102,271 
31. Se.. .Gullsiream.......0.. Gulf Refining Co. of La..Gretna ...........000e008 58,8%4 
22. Brg.Col. Moore....... . Gulf Refining Co......... Pert TOUR. «5.002 ow scse 7,809 
22 oy Pe ee Gulf Refining Co......... ee MI” ia pis a sine wees 4,437 
. oo |, rer Gulf Refining Co......... - 0 Ae errr ee 4,454 
Des. ks cs wx supa owad Gulf Refining Co......... Gibson's Point «oe. 57,498 
ee Sayer CS ene eS Te TEP ee res er 74,258 
24. Bre.Navahoe............. Sears ee EE os hacen h ewe pats 65,698 
$4. Ge...RicerGo A. Metres. . Orders. « . os > .0.scecsenses ES SG ESE & 43,638 
fae CO ees Golf ReGintmg Co. WE BA. GR 2c ccc ccc cccscncses TH9,591 
eer eee Gulf Refining Co......... MS. ". caseesesew aches 34,756 
SS. Ra... Coalietream......és05 Gulf Refining Co......... ees 160.187 
ee ae oS) eerie es SPIES | ony .0'0:0-0 wie slows 56,981 
Miscelisneous barges and Wanmkcor Gil... oss cdcs «Geb wdc no 460s 4pai0 eo esuee 10,637 
po) en en eer ee cr ee yt PR oS ee ee ae 1,109,343 
CRUDE. 
Nov. Rig. Vessel. Consignee. Destination. Bbls. 
ee A. eee errr ORGERS. .. 6 00dveekhuneeee oe eee eee 2aee 42,268 
eT eee TERE ee eee ee NN Cr a se 42,268 
“*Inc ludes wax. ftIncludes asphalt. tIincludes wax and asphalt. 
BY THE TEXAS COMPANY. 
REFINERY PRODUCTS. 
CSORETIERD 0 on 0000.0 8000s 000000 t becuse one ene baie Se DAD EEAEED Reh es san bhh oun Nee ehh eee 664,623 
DE. gc és'nncebsd bch be dbestindcd Cann keas CERO R ERE bE She eden sans ae 329,617 


FROM BATON ROUGE. 
BY THE STANDARD OIL COMPANY OF LOUISIANA. 
REFINERY PRODUCTS. 





























Nov. Rig. Vessel. Consignee, Destination. 

8. @s.... BM. Bowmers..«c-.% 4 SB: O+Ce. GE Wik 56 is OE | WS eR bei iH e's 
11. Ss...James McGee........ ee eS eS ee eres eee eee ere re 
18. §Ss...J. D. Rockefeller....S. O. Co. of N. J........ Withheld ............... 
19. Ss...Baton:Rouge........ Te ee OR re EE io oe be ae ated 
22. Ss...Wm. G. Warden..... me a REELED 8. WES RE ESR EOS 
OD. BO Ac 0:550:000 0060 es S;-O,. Cae By sain eek RONEN Seas nicee esos bi 
30. Ss...H. H. Rogers........ = ae Ye Se eer a! | rs 


TOURS 200s cctoce csetscheanes tbakes ces OAc kb aw eee ene naam er ite bse es < 


Nov. Rig. Vessel. Consignee. Destination 

6. Ga... Mimtinooock..< sess sss OE eS SR eee Do aye es 

19. Ss...Baton Rouge........ fe ee ee ee ee NEL, <5 tiie taphiet. pa. 6% 

3. Gn... RegImORte, «so csccice is 5. Os SG Bee vicsas oe we eNy EM cinncbs es eves ee 
Total 


FROM BEAUMONT AND SABINE. 
BY THE MAGNOLIA PETROLEUM COMPANY. 
REFINERY FPRODUCTS. 


Nov. Rig. Vessel. Consignee. Destination. 
hy 2 Mees sas su'e bp eseeee TP. paca so hae Re WOO. na aveneteedtcdp 
RB. Be PONORGs os vic acssnt cus WERE, 5.05 oa:s'> ue'e oe NE WG 5, osc ce Sums nae 8 
4. Toledo bbe dd sabes ee bree he Wee wos he cee oda veans WSN” AN cash eo ¥b's 0 are 
eee ee J A Se Sse yb ere PPE 
5. ae NS ee Pe bak SE et Pee WIRE ' 64 ose ieee ewhe es 
5. AOD viaw'vib hee ae Vi eae See be | TS Spy eae: 
17. -: RRS 2 LL res ee WU MRMONEL * neds dpe ohh ck 

eS eee Se per Vi” ee 
ee eee ore re | eee are WEMEROIE | .4.0.0.s00 0sans and 
Se. Sg Le bas waleeicee cae Weenies . s cxéa des stadeen MERUNGL, ooo wg 6 6ohe ee 
ee eee Withheld 

35. Bre. NO. BB... .cccccvcveses Withheld 

SS. Oa... POMMORe. 6 once 405k. Withheld 





FROM SABINE. 
BY THE SUN COMPANY. 










CRUDE. 

Nov. Rig. Vessel. Consignee. Destination. 
eae re WEEE chacnccssec enka Wo. Sr rer ee 
Ss...Appalachee.......... Do) Ear ee Bi ae er re to 
Ss...Paraguay.........-+- Wetnneele 7.03.5 <siwnesas WERE | ws eves tc eewees 25,303 
ih: sens 2000p 05 came Withheld................ PE nee «og nd-s bnecale 100,121 


Ss...Delaware S 





Ss.. : .Breifond. 
Ss.. - Rosele af 





Company and Port. Refined. Crude. ‘ota 
Gulf Refining Co.,. Pott Arthur. .....:\0.+-sss vecwsenweeeeeen 1,109,343 42,268 1,151,611 
The Texas Co. Port Arthur. .. 2... .cscsdsciieecssescancoume 994,880... chive 994,240 
Standard Oil Co. of Louisiana, Baton Rouge............. 618,525 121,211 634,736 
Magnolia Petroleum Co., Beaumont-Sabine............... ft Sn ne 350,571 
The Gan Gdu BAWMOs . io oes 6 ee SSS CLES 0 ed whOOES 3 > 550,991 650,991 














DURING SUCH CRITICAL 
TIMES AS THESE 


Your Property | 
Should Be Protected 


Flood Lighting is the Most 
Modern.Form of Protection 


Our Stock is Complete. 
Mazda Lamp Renewals for Same. 


Electric Supply Company 
TULSA, OKLA. 





























This book contains valuable 
information relative to Steel 
Drilling Fquipment and 
should be in tne hands of every 
man interested in the most 
advanced methods of drilling 
deep wells. 





It can be obtained from any 
district office. 











Carnegie Steel Company 
General offices, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


804-A 











The Walsh & Weidner Boiler Co. 
CHATTANOOGA, TENN. 
WE MANUFACTURE 


TUBULAR AND WATER TUBE BOILERS 
STEAM AND FIRE STILLS 
WE FABRICATE AND ERECT 
TANKS, AGITATORS, 
STRUCTURAL STEEL 


LARGE STOCK—PROMPT SERVICE 














Tetnin. Cor DMPO SSE es onesies acebsrhdwbhadcd 2,967,679 714,470 3,682,149 
eee SOP MOU 05. oa eesgs i cctinthiennnehanees ue 2,939,162 510,778 3,449,940 
DIMETENCE veseeserseesvereveevereenersseneeseseeeens 28,517 208,692 282,209 












DRILLING 


CABLES 
WIRE AND MANILA 


NEW CATALOG SENT ON REQUEST 


WATERBURY COMPANY 
63 PARK ROW. NEW YORK 
OKLAHOMA TOOL & SUPPLY CO. 

Tulsa, Drumright, Bartlesville, Okmulgee 


CHICAGO, 1315-1321 West Congress St. SAN FRANCISCO, 151-161 Main St. 
NEW ORLEANS, 1018 Maison-Blanche Bldg. DALLAS, TEX., Powell & Ellett Company 911 Southwestern Life Building 





















































































December 27, 1917. 


THE OIL AND 


GAS JOURNAL 


43 





Financial and 


Market News 


By CHARLES NORDHAUS, Jr. 


NEW YORK EXPORT MARKET. 





NEW YORK, Dec. 21.—Owing to ship- 
pers’ requirements exceeding the supply 
of available vessels, chartering has been 
practically restricted, which, in turn, 
made it difficult for exporters to execute 
the steady influx of orders. Delays in 
transportation fail to improve and deliv- 
cries continue irregular and unsettled. 
No further price changes on export petro- 
jeum have been announced. The demand 
continues to exceed the output of oil, and 
with the yield of crude oil on the decrease 
probable further sharp upward revisions 
cf market values covering illuminating 
oil and by-products are assured after the 
turn of the year, based on the growing 
demand from the Government for fuel 
oil and gasoline to meet the increasing 
reavirements of the army and navy. Or- 
ders for export petroleum and by-products 
for the week ended today reveal a marked 
increase, presumably due to an increase 
in the arrival of oil tankers which were 
delayed at sea by the recent storms. 
Substantial gains in sales were noted, 
particularly in illuminating oil and naph- 
tha, except gasoline, which shows a de- 
crease, attributed in part to moderate 
stocks. 

The demand for transatlantic vessels 
continues urgent and rates are being 
maintained at the maximum limit, due 
to the supply of boats diminishing. Fix- 
tures during the week ended today em- 
braced a bark, 85,000 cases of refined oil, 
December loading, to South Africa, at 
private terms, and a bark, 60,000 cases of 


refined oil, prompt loading, same terms. | 


The total charters for petroleum for the 
week ended today, covering crude and 
refined oils, also naphthas in bulk and in 
packages, reduced to crude equivalent, 
aggregated 323,489 bbls.. showing a gain 
of 230.520 bbls. over the total for the 
preceding week. 

Clearances et the port of New York, as 
outlined by tabulated figures herewith, 
from Jan. 1 to Dec. 20, 1917, show a gain 
over the preceding week’s total, but ag- 
gregated approximately from Jan. 1, 680,- 
161.859 gallons, showing a falling off of 
16,677,226 gallons compared with the cor- 
responding period of last year. 

The feature in the local market’ for 
petroleum for domestic consumption was 
in the nature of wn announcement by re- 
finers covering another rise in prices of 
le a gallon on illuminating oil, to lle a 
gallon in tank delivery and to 16c a gal- 
lon in barrels for 150 degrees, which rise 
was foreshadowed in our last market 
report, based on the rapid strides in con- 
sumption, which was stimulated by a 
scarcity .of coal and abnormally high 
vrices for same. Owing to the Interstate 
Commerce Commission having authorized 
railroads to file slightly increased class 
rates, the sentiment in trade circles has 
strengthened and additional appreciations 
of values of oil are not improbable. 

Nothing further has been heard rela- 
tive to the movement by the Government 


‘to fix prices on crude oil and to regulate 


values of retail lots of illuminating oil 
and navhthas. Owing to the conditions 
roverning the petroleum industry, it is 
still said that the matter may be held in 
shevance indefinitelv: Motor gasoline for 
local consumption has decreased slightly, 
owing to roads being impassible bv re- 
cent heavy snow storms and numerous 
automobiles having been stored over the 
winter months. 

At a recent meeting of the directors of 
the International Petroleum Co.. G. G. 
Smith was elected president. The posi- 
tion was made vacant recently by the 
election of Walter C. Teagle to the presi- 





Map of Oklahoma 


Sectionized map of entire State. Shows 

all development. Accompanying map 

is “Oklahoma Oil Sands,”’ compiled by 

Fohs & Gardner, giving depth and 

thickness of sands in the different fields. 
Prices, $5.00 


TULSA MAPPING CO., TULSA, OKLA. 











Gas Meters 


For Every Purpose 
Pittsburgh Meter Company 





dency of the Standard Oil Co. of New 
Jersey. Mr. Smith formerly was vice 
president. 

The weekly review herewith, covering 
petroleum and products, involving trans- 
actions, is based on f.o.b. terms New 
York, comprising 200@299-case lots, unless 
otherwise specified. In order to arrive at 
f.o.b. vessel price of case oil, 110 fire test, 
in regular export cases, containing two 
5-gallon, low-screw cans, add delivery 
charge, as per table below, for quantity 
ordered, to base price, as given in our 
market report herewith on standard white 
oil (water white oil sells at le a gallon 
higher over the price of standard white 
oil). Lighterage charges are as follows 
in cents per gallon: 100@199 cases, 144c; 
200@299 cases, 1.15c; 300@399 cases, .80c; 
400@499 cases, .60c; 500@699 cases, .55c; 
700@999 cases, .45c; 1,000@2,999 cases, 
.40c; 3,000@9,999 cases, .27c; 10,000@19,999 
cases, .23c; 20,000@29,999 cases, .22c, and 
30,000 cases and over, 2.05c a case. 

Orders booked embraced some 174,900 
bbls. of illuminating oil in bulk at 6%c 
a gallon, while no full cargoes of bar- 
reled oil could be traced, closing at 12%c 
a gallon. Illuminating oil in cases met 
an active demand and over 850,000 cases 
were booked. Of this amount cargo lots 
comprised about 150,000 cases at 16%c a 
gallon, while the balance, involving 700,- 
000 cases, changed hands at 16%c a gal- 
lon for 3,000@9,999-case lots. Naphtha 
sales comprised over 70,000 cases at 42%c 
for 200@299-case lots and at 42.10c a gal- 
lon for 3,000-case lots of 73@76 degrees. 
Orders for gasoline amounted to over 
25,000 cases at 38%c for 200@299-case lots 
and at 38c a gallon for 3,000-case lots of 
€8@72 degrees. Over 75,000 bbls. of lubri- 
cating oil were traded in at former values 
es to brand, while of crude oil some 25,000 
bbls. in bulk, and of gas and fuel oils 
over 90,000 bbls. (mostly in bulk) were 
traded in. 

The following table gives the clearances 
of petroleum and by-products at the port of 
New York, compiled in gallons, for the week 
ended Dec. 20 and from Jan. 1, 1917, with 
comparative figures: 


Week. Since Jan. 1. 1916. 





Refined ....13,500,060 421,410,390 415,228,662 

Oe) ee 1,468,500 5,984,452 8,295,473 

Naphtha 610,200 91,625,059 103,265,465 

Benzine 11,000 2,170,515 2,318,183 

Gasoline ... 165,800 34,580,420 21,826,205 

Lub. oils.... 4,110,900 124,391,023 145,905,097 
Total 


-.+-19,876,660 680,161,859 696,839,085 
FOREIGN CABLE QUOTATIONS. : 


American illuminating oil, standard white, 
ex-wharf (per gallon): 


London Liverpool. 
SOO is7%d is7%d 
BOCUPOOS sos kpc cscs is7%d 1s 7%da 
er ee is7%d is 7%d 
TMGUUAY | i iidisdisic os sie'e ls 7%d 1s 7%d 
Wednesday ......... ils 7%d 1s7%d 
THINGGY. Soe cneaes ls 7%d 1s 7%d 





SYNDICATE TO BE DISSOLVED. 





Financial America says: The syndicate 
which in July last underwrote $20,000,000 
Sinclair Oil & Refining Corporation three- 
vear first lien 7% sinking fund gold notes 
is to be terminated on Dec. 21. Notice to 
this effect has been sent to members of 
the syndicate. 

The amount of notes left in the hands 
of the underwriters is approximately 50%, 
or about $10,000,000. These notes were 
offéred to stockholders for subscription at 
100 and interest. 

The members heading the underwriting 
syndicate were: Kissell, Kinnicutt & Co., 
J. & W. Seligman & Co., White, Weld & 
Co., Montgomery, Clothier & Tyler and 
Spencer Trask & Co. 





EIGHTH CONSECUTIVE DIVIDEND. 





{ 
| 
| NEW YORK, Dec. 21.—Stockholders of 
of the Crown Oil Co. have received the 
eighth consecutive dividend of 2%, and 
the ninth monthly dividend of a like 
amount has been declared, payable Jan. 
15 to stockholders of record Dec. 26. 
Checks have been mailed to 3,500 share- 
holders. 





APPLICATION FOR FRANCHISE. 





HOT SPRINGS, S. D., Dec. 21.—The 
Alum Creek Petroleum Co., of Hot 
Springs, has applied to the City Council 
for a franchise to supply the city with 
natural gas. A committee of aldermen 
was appointed to investigate the propo- 
sition in all its bearings and submit a 








East Pittsburgh, Pa. 





\ 


report to the Council. 





Norther Makes Trouble 
For Gulf Oil Carriers 


TAMPICO, Mexico, Dec. 12.—The Texas 
Co.’s sea-going tug Pan-American arrived 
here today with two of her three barges, 
which broke adrift from her last Satur- 
day during the hard norther which came 
sweeping down from Texas plains and 
across the Gulf. The Pan-American had 
left this port en route to Port Arthur 
with the three: barges the day before, 
hence had fair sea room when the norther 
broke. The third barge, Tampico, for- 
merly the French sailing tank bark France 
Marie, is still adrift in the Gulf, and the 
tug left immediately in search of her. 
No fears are entertained for the vessel’s 
safety, as she is provided with fore and 
aft canvas and is competently officered. 

The norther tested thoroughly the an- 
chors and cables the wrecking crew 
brought here to salve the big Doheny 
tanker George E. Paddleford, ashore on 
the rocks on the south jetty at the mouth 
of the Panuco River, ran out to hold the 
steamer steady, and it is believed that 
she will ride secure until the end of the 
norther season next spring, when the 
work of getting her afloat will be re- 
sumed. 

A barge with smoke escaping from her 
after mast (a number of the Standard of 
New York’s ocean-going barges use the 
after-mast as a smokestack for the don- 
key boiler all seagoing barges carry) is 
reported ashore south of Port Lobos, but 
whether there is any basis of fact to this 
rumor has not as yet been ascertained. 
The beach all the way down is an easy, 
sandy one. 

The norther in question was the first 
really hard one of the season, the wind 
blowing almost with hurricane force for a 
little while. There was no damage done 
property here. 








CUMBERLAND PIPE LINE CO. 
TO EXTEND ITS CONNECTIONS. 





WINCHESTER, Ky., Dec. 20.—At the 
annual meeting of the Cumberland Pipe 
Line Co., held at its office in Winchester, 
John H. Gardner, of Salyersville, Ky., 
was elected a director in the place of H. 
P. Leonard, of Winchester. Mr. Leonard 
was appointed assistant secretary of the 
company. 

The new board of directors is composed 
of Forrest M. Towl, president, New York; 
John Bahan, vice president and general 
manager, Winchester; H. B. Robinson, 
vice president, Oil City, Pa.; Joseph A. 
Geiger, general superintendent, Winches- 
ter, and John H. Gardner. Mr. Gardner 
has been the attorney for the company 
for a number of years. 

The Cumberland is going ahead with 
extensions of its system and increase of 
capacity. The Eureka Pipe Line*Co. is 
also arranging to increase the extent of 
its business in handling Kentucky pipe 
shipments. 





ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION PLANS. 





NEW YORK, Dec. 20.—The Rockefeller 
Foundation budget for war relief expendi- 
tures in 1918 will reach $50,050,000, witn 
a possible addition of $50,000,000, which 
can be appropriated from the principal 
funds of the foundation. The Budget was 
approved by the trustees at their monthly 
meeting today. The estimated income 
for 1918 is $10,745,360, of which $4,293,360 
is balance from 1917, consisting largely of 
moneys already appropriated for Red 
Cross, Y. M. C. A. and other camp activ- 
ities and to be paid in 1918. 





COMPANY’S APPEAL OVERRULED. 





HARRISBURG, Pa., Dec. 19.—The de- 
murer of the Peoples Natural Gas Co., 
which operates extensively in Western 
Pennsylvania, to the entertaining by the 
Public Service Commission of the com- 
plaint filed against it in conjunction with 
the Johnstown Fuel & Supply Co., by 
the City of Johnstown has been over- 
ruled by the Commission. In an order 
it is held that the Peoples company is a 
public service corporation and as such 
is under the jurisdiction of the Public 
Service Commission. 





NEW STOCK ISSUE ANNOUNCED. 





NEW YORK, Dec. 21.—Directors of the 
Imperial Oil Co., Ltd., have decided to 
issue 50,000 shares of the unissued capital 
stock of the company, giving the right to 
each shareholder to subscribe at par, 
$100, in the ratio of one share to every 
five shares owned, 





WILD- 
CATTERS 
ATTENTION! 


I want to trade you an eighty 
or two near my deep test 
for the same near your well 
and will put you in touch 
with some other fellows 
who want to trade. I will 
sell you a drilling block 
cheap and then give you 
acreage near other wells for 
some near the well you drill. 
Send me a plat of your 
acreage and [| will show 
you how to greatly increase 
your chance to win without 
increasing your investment. 
I know Kansas oil fairly 
well. I have the casing for 
a deep well to sell or rent. 


At your service. 
C. H. KERR 


511 Beacon Building 
INDEPENDENCE, KAN. WICHITA, KAN. 

















“SPRA - RITE” 
NOZZLES 


FOR 
ALL SPRAYING 
PURPOSES 





Spray Nozzles for 
Re- Cooling spells 
increased cooling 
effect and cooling 
problems solved at 
the least expense. 


The “SPRA-RITE” Nozzle stands 
foremost for all Spray Nozzle applica- 
tions, due to its superior operating 
efficiency requiring but a few pounds 
pressure, its non-clogging features, 
and full mass discharge of spray over 
its entire area. 





This celebrated Nozzle is made in all 
standard sizes from%4"’ to 3°’ pipe 
connection inclusive. Write for cata- 
log and full particulars. 


The Star Brass Works 


3122 Carroll Ave. 
Chicago, Ill. 























PIPE and FLUES 
For Sale 


5 miles new 4-inch line pipe. 
6 miles new 3-inch line pipe. 
3 miles used 3-inch line pipe. 
5 miles used 4-inch plain end 
tubes. Prompt delivery. 


Keystone Pipe & Supply Co. 
Butler, Pa. 
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J. M. DOUGLAS 


DOUGLAS & MOODY 


GEOLOGISTS 


126 North Wolcott Street 
CASPER, WYO. 


c. L. MOODY 














F..-JULIUS FOHS 


Consulting Oil Geologist 


NEW YORK 
60 Broadway 
Phone Rector 7276 


TULSA, OKLA. 
307 Gallais Bldg. 
Phone 3760 

















VALERIUS, McNUTT & HUGHES 


Petroleum and Mining Geologists 
221 Central Natl. Bank Bldg. 
TULSA, OKLA. 
LEXINGTON, KY. 














JOHNSON & HUNTLEY 


GEOLOGISTS, APPRAISERS 
OIL AND GAS 
306 STATE HALL, UNIVERSITY of PITTSBURG, 


PITTSBURG, PA. 
Rowell H. Johnson L. G. Muntley 














WALTER STALDER 
OIL GEOLOGIST 
1022 Crocker Building 
San Francisco, Cal. 




















JAMES H. GARDNER 


GEOLOGIST 
OIL AND GAS 
OFFICE 510-511 NEW DANIEL BUILDING 
PHONE 2872 
TULSA, OKLAHOMA 














Cable Address, ‘“Consultoil."’ Code, Bedford McNeill 


THE ASSOCIATED 
GEOLOGICAL ENGINEERS 


F. G. CLAPP and M. L. FULLER 
Managers 


CONSULTING SPECIALISTS 
ON OiL AND GAS 


120 Broadway - - New York City 
715 19th St., N. W., Washington, D.C. 

















H. B. GOODRICH 


GEOLOGIST 


Field Examination and Practical Re- 
ports on Prospective or Developed Oil 
Properties. 

450 WEST 147TH STREET 


New York, N. Y. 

















Wilbur E. Browu G. Thomsen, Jr 


BROWN & THOMSEN 
Geologists 
218% W. Grand Ave. 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA. 

















Cc. W. WASHBURNE, 


Geologist 
66 Liberty St., New York 
Cable: ‘‘Washburnol”’ 
Code: “Bedford McNeill’ 























Natural Gas Developments 


GAS IN THE ALTAMONT FIELD 


SOUTHWEST OF OSWEGO, KAN. 





OSWEGO, Kan., Dec. 21.—Bringing in 
a gas well in the Altamont field, six miles 
southwest of here, is occurring so fre- 
quently of late that people take it as a 
matter of common occurrence and are 
not making much fuss about it. Even 
the companies that are drilling are keep- 
ing rather quiet. It seems they are more 
eager to do the development than they 
are to sell at fabulous prices, and the 
more quiet they remain the better the 
opportunity to broaden their own field. 

There are now 18 producing wells in 
this field, with prospects of many more 
on the way. These wells have tested 
from two to nine million feet a day each. 
The average run of the wells seems to be 
six and seven million. 

Six wells are on Bent Johnson’s land, 
in Sections 13 and 24; six are on D. S&. 
Romine’s land, in Section 24, in the south- 
east corner of Mound Valley Township, 
and six producing wells are on the W. L. 
Smith farm, in Section 13. A gas well 
has been brought in on the farm occupied 
by Lew Stegmeir. Two dry holes have 
been brought in on the Milo Hildreth 
place and one on the John Gaddis farm. 

There are three rigs in the field and it 
has been stated that three more will be 
in the field in a few days. A rig is ex- 
pected to locate on the W. E. Wester- 
velt farm and on the Dunlap place, east 
of the John Gaddis farm, within a few 
days. 

Rental on leases bordering on this field 
is being paid as soon as due and various 
companies seem to be anxious to secure 
leases bordering the developed territory. 

Land owners in this locality are highly 
elated. Six gas wells to the farm, paying 
on an average $150 rovalty to the well 
per year, makes a neat income for a side 
line. The field promises to cover a large 
scope before many months, as the com- 
panies at this time seem as eager to de- 
velop the land as the landowners are 
anxious to have it developed. There is a 
rendv market for gas at a good rate and 
as this field is located near the big gas 
line the wells can be utilized with very 
little delay or expense. 





LARGER GAS PIPE !S USED. 





DALLAS, Tex., Dec. 21.—Approximately 
three miles of the surface line in the gas 
main which connects with the Oklahoma 
gas fields was replaced yesterday after- 
noon with an underground line. This 
move eliminated all the 6-inch pipe in the 
surface line and a portion of the 8-inch 
pipe. Hereafter it will not be necessary 
to carry as high pressure in the surface 
line and the possibility of further breaks 
is thereby greatly lessened, H. C. Morris, 
manager of the Dallas Gas Co., said yes- 
terday. 


Orders From Crozier 
Subject of Comment 


LOUISVILLE, Ky., Dec. 21.—That the 
United Fuel Gas Co., of Charleston, W. 
Va., which supplies the Louisville Gas & 
Hlectric Co. with natural gas, was or- 
dered by Gen. William Crozier, chief ord- 
nance officeer, to maintain the normal 
supply of gas to the Whitaker-Glessner 
Co. at Portsmouth, O., ‘familiarly known 
as the Portsmouth Steel Co., because that 
company was making steel which was 
used in munitions; that the West Vir- 
ginia company protested to the Priority 
Committee and the Natural Gas Associa- 
tion of America because this move would 
cut off gas for Louisville and other cities, 
and that finally Fuel Administrator Gar- 
field saved the day and prevented the 
gas probably being shut off here entirely, 
is the story told in a letter from West 
Virginia to Donald McDonald, vice presi- 
dent of the local utility company, which 
Mr. McDonald gave out today. 

The letter is dated Dec. 12 and contains 
a copy of a telegram signed “Crozier,” 
which says that it is absolutely essential 
that the Portsmouth mill be taken care of. 

This is in direct contradiction to what 
Senator Ollie James wired Mayor George 
Weissinger Smith last night, and would 
lead to the belief that the telegram to 
the United Gas Co. was not authentic. 
Senator James telegraphed that he had 
been to see Commissioner Garfield and 
Gen. Crozier and that both declared no 
order had gone out diverting gas to 
Portsmouth, O. 

The Portsmouth mill had been consum- 











ing 12,000,000 feet of gas a day, according 
to the United Gas Co.’s letter, and this 
had been cut to 3,500,000 feet when the 
alleged order came to give the plant its 
normal supply. In protesting, the gas 
company said that Louisville, Lexington, 
Frankfort and all Northern Kentucky 
cities and Ohio Valley towns west of 
Portsmouth, including Cincinnati, would 
be affected. 

The letter concludes with a postscript, 
that just as it was being sent an order 
came from Fuel Administrator Garfield 
saving the situation. In the postscript 
the following statement is made: ‘Since 
writing the above we are advised from 
Washington that Dr. Garfield will not per- 
mit of any plants using gas to the serious 
detriment of domestic consumers, so this 
order will not become effective.” 


Will Investigate Gas 
And Proposed A dvance 


FORT SMITH, Ark., Dec. 21.—Produc- 
tion of books and records of the Fort 
Smith Light & Traction Co., for a hearing 








to determine a just rate for natural gas |, 


for domestic consumption in Fort Smith, 
has been ordered by the City Commis- 
sion. 

Copies of the resolution calling for the 
records were served on Officials of the 
Fort Smith Light & Traction Co. and the 
Southwestern General Gas Co. 

The resolution, which was approved 
unanimously, recited that a petition had 
been received from more than five citi- 
zens asking for an inquiry into the pro- 
posed increase in gas rates from 15 cents 
to 25 cents per 1,000 cubic feet, effective 
Jan. 1. 

It called attention to the statement of 
the traction company in a recent com- 
plaint filed in Chancery Court that it had 
contracted with the Crow Oil & Gas Co. 
for 1,500,000 cubic feet of gas daily and 
that said contract was being fulfilled by 
the La Salle Oil & Gas Co. The resolu- 
tion said the price was understood to be 
3 cents per 1,000 feet. On this basis the 
Commission expressed its belief that the 
rate was unreasonable. 

The production of the records is or- 
dered under a section of the statute 
authorizing the City Commission to fix 
certain public utility rates and to compel 
attendance of witnesses and production 
of records to determine costs and profits 
of any public utility. The hearing is 
scheduled to start at 2:30 o’clock Thurs- 
day afternoon. 

A petition signed by 169 factory work- 
ers in the furniture district was presented 
Monday to the City Commission asking 
for the Commission to use its best efforts 
to prevent the increase. 





GAS SUPPLY FOR JAMESTOWN. 





JAMESTOWN, N. Y., Dec. 21.—The 
Pennsylvania Gas Co. has written to 
Charles M. Dow, fuel administrator for 
Chautauqua County, a statement regard- 
ing the gas situation in Jamestown. This 
statement will be read with interest by 
every householder. Briefly the company 
asserts that it has as large a supply as 
last winter, but calls attention to the 
fact that the supply was not then large 
enough to meet the demands of zero 
weather and that it is not large enough 
now. 

Some encouragement, however, is given 
by the statement that the company is 
negotiating the purchase of a consider- 
able quantity of gas from an operating 
company in Elk County, and this will add 
considerably to the present supply—in 
fact, make it better than last winter. 





DELAY IN RAISE OF RATES 
IS ORDERED AT BUFFALO, N. Y. 





BUFFALO, N. Y., Dec. 21.—Increased 
schedules, calling for 37 and 42 cents per 
1,000 feet of natural gas, as proposed by 
the Lroquois Natural Gas Co., will not 
go into effect Jan. 1. 

The reasonableness of the proposed in- 
crease is to be threshed out at hearings 
before Public Service Commissioner John 
A Barhite and meantime in accordance 
with a stipulation entered into, the gas 
company, through its attorney, Daniel 
J. Kenefick, the new schedule will not be 
operative until Feb. 1, assuming that the 
Commission gives an order for them. 

That no such order will be granted was 
made reasonably clear by Judge Barhite, 
even before any evidence had been pre- 
sented. 





E. H. DEVORE 
PETROLEUM GBOLOGIST 
MINING BNGINEER 
Thirty Years’ Experience 
Hotel Tulsa : TULSA, OKLA. 











R. B. DUDLEY 


CONSULTING 
PETROLEUM GEOLOGIST 


421 Dwight Bldg., Kansas City, Mo. 
Mineral Wells, Tex. 

















G. A. BORRELL 


CONSULTING CHEMICAL ENGINEER 


Careful tests of natural gas to determine gasoline con- 
tent. Gasoline plants operated at highest efficiency. 
Compression and Absorption processes. Natural Gas, 
gasoline, petroleum. 
Benedum-Trees Building 
PITTSBURGH, PA. 














HAGER, BATES & KEMP 


PETROLEUM GEOLOGISTS 
AND ENGINEERS 
Phone 5398 
218-21 Lynch Building 
TULSA, OKLA. 














STUART ST. CLAIR 


CONSULTING GEOLOGIST 
Petroleum and Mining 


Suite 800, 20 E. Jackson Boulevard, 
CHICAGO. 


21/2 N. Main St., Winchester, Ky. 

















GEORGE ENGERRAND 
GRADUATE GEOLOGIST 
P. O. Drawer 914, Biloxi, Miss. 

Ten years’ experience in Mexico and 
Central America as Chief Geologist of 
the Mexican Geological Survey. Re- 
ports on oil properties in the Southern 
States and in Latin America. Highest 
references. 











NEWBY, GARRETT, 
CRABTREE & WRIGHT 
OIL and GAS GEOLOGISTS 
All work by members of firm 
Telephone 2820 510% S. Main St. 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 














F. John S. Sur William R. Jewell 
SUR & JEWELL 


Oil Geologists and Engineers 
409-10 Republic Bldg., Kansas City, Mo. 
503-4 Commonwealth Bld., Denver, Col. 
Specializing in the geology, technology 
and practical development of oil. Ex- 
perts in the exclusion of water from 
wells. 




















TANK CARS 
New and Used Bought, Sold, Leased 
PETROLEUM PRODUCTS 
Dealt in 
J. EDW. CRUSEL, 
220 Varieties Alley, New, Orleans, La. 














REPORTS, 
EXAMINATIONS, 
APPRAISEMENTS, | On Oll and 
CONSULTATIONS, Natural Gas 
Flelds and 
ESTIMATES AND Prepeities 


PLANS FOR NAT'L 
GAS PLANTS 





JO. P. CAPPEAU SONS 
Benedum-Trees Bldg., Pittsburgh, Pa. 
403 Unity Bldg., Tulsa, Okia. 


Cable Address, Cape, Pittsburgh, USA. 
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WM. S. BARNICKEL & CO. 
Chemical Engineers 


Treating Roily Oil a Specialty 
601 Merchants-Laclede Bldg., St. Louis 


CAPITAL ABSTRACT AND REALTY CO. 
W. S. Bell, L. B. Norton 
J. F. Patterson 


Okmulgee, - - - - - Oklahoma 








BARTLESVILLE IRON & 
METAL CO. 


Large Buyers of 


SCRAP IRON, METAL, JUNK, 
HIDES, FURS, ETC. 


Bartlesville, Okla. 








Bartlesville Salvage, Machine 
Supply Co. 

Dealers and Brokers in 

New and Second-Hand 


OIL AND “AS WELL SUPPLIES, 
ABANITONED LEASES, ETC. 


We Specialize in Second-Hand Pipe. 
BARTLESVILLE, OKLA. 


E. A. COLEMAN 
Oil Production and Royalty Broker 


Kansas and Oklahoma Fields 
Box 311 Independence, Kans. 


J. B. McCANN W. H. HARPER 


McCANN & HARPER 
CONTRACTORS AND DRILLERS OF 
OIL AND GAS WELLS 

Record of 50 wells for one company. 
Wells drilled as deep as 4,000 feet or 
deeper. Experience of 15 years in Louis- 
jana and Texas fields. Reports and ex- 
aminations on prospective oil properties. 

Box 646 OFFICES: Box 76 
Shreveport, La. Houston, Tex. 








COX & RADCLIFFE 


Petroleum Geology 
and Mine Engineering 


311 Daniel Bldg. Tulsa, Okla. 


PHONE 1000 


THE MULTIGRAPHING SHOP 


Operates Complete Multigrapb System 
236 Central National Bank Building, Tulsa, Oklahoma 


SAND SPRINGS WATER COMPANY 
Pure Spring Water 
Distilled 


Phone 700 Tulsa, Okla. 








H. O. SIMMONS, C. E. 
Refinery, Gasoline Absorption and Dis- 
tillate Cracking Plants—Construc- 
tion and Supervision. 

Phone 2787 


311 Chicago Place Tulsa, Okla. 








PRODUCERS OIL EXCHANGE 


Leases and Production 
1219 Colcord Bldg. Oklahoma City 








DAWSON TOWEL SUPPLY 
Aprons, Towels and Jackets for Rent 


Towel service for offices, $1 per month 
Phone 2185 Tulsa, Okla. 











BASS FURNITURE & CARPET CO. 
Furniture for Office and Home 
Shaw-Walker Filing Devices 
Tulsa, Okla. Oklahoma City 


DICKEY-ASHBY-FOUNTAIN CO. 
General Insurance 
Derricks, Tanks and Contents Insured 
212 S. Boston Ave. Tulsa, Okla. 


STRUCTURAL STEEL BUILDING 


Oil Refineries, Casinghead Gas Plants, 
Glass Plants, Machine Shops, 
Bridges, Etc. 

Engineers for designing fireproof 
structures for all purposes 
Cc. M. PRITCHARD 
Structural Engineer 
203 Seaman Bidg. TULSA, OKLA. 


DEAN M. STACY 


CONSULTING GEOLOGIST 
Walnut 1516 Weaver Building 


OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA. 








E. S. SHAW 
Mining Engineer and Oil Geologist 
2218 Dahlia St., Denver, Colo. 
Phone York 9413 








G. E. BENNETT, Oil Broker 
Only first-class producing properties 
handled. P.O. Box 366. 

206 Robinson Arcade - Tulsa, Okla. 








BRANSON & BITLER 
ROSALIA, KAN. 


Eastern Butler and Western Green- 
wood County Oil and Gas Leases 
for sale. 


Also some drilling propositions to offer. 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
OIL STORAGE TANKS 


Capacities 1,000-bbl. to 100,000-bbl. 
and up 


Economy Oil Tank Company 
301 Fort Worth Club Building 
Phone Lamar 2009 
FORT WORTH, TEXAS 


-A. C. REEDS 


OIL and GAS 
GEOLOGIST 


206 Seaman Bldg. Phone Osage 5967 
TULSA, OKLA. 


TULSA AUTO LIVBRY CoO. 


101—TAXI—122 


New Cars Tulsa, Okla. 














Place your orders for ice with the 
TULSA ICE COMPANY 
Phone 12 4 North Detroit Tulsa, Okia. 








GEO. W. HENRY, Printer 
“BETTER PRINTING” 
112 W. Second St. 


Phone 238 Tulsa, Okla. 








Drilling Proposition to offer in Okmul- 
gee field, for immediate drilling. 
BRYAN & McBRAYER 


Okmulgee, Okla. Phone 454. 


LAFE SPEER ABSTRACT CO. 
General Abstractors 
J. A. Boyd, Pres. and Mgr. 


T. M. RICHARDSON Jr. 


OIL LEASES AND 
PRODUCTION 


OKLAHOMA OIL STOCKS 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 


WESTERN BANK SUPPLYCO. 


Manufacturing Stationers 
High-Grade Office Furniture 
Filing Cabinets—Safes 
LOG BOOKS—TOWNSHIP PLATS—ALL STANDARD OIL FORMS 








Lithographing Embossing 
Engraving Printing 
The House of Quality 
317 West Main St. 4th and Boston 
OKLAHOMA CITY TULSA, OKLA. 








11 S. Park St. Sapulpa, Okla. 





INSURANCE 


Workmen’s Compensation, 
Oil Insurance of All Kinds 
Let us take care of your requirements 


in Oklahoma and Kansas and save you 
time, trouble and expense. 


Carr, French & Wakefield 
316-320 Gallais Bldg. TULSA, OKLA. 








R. K. McFARLAND 
TANK GAUGING ENGINEER 
QUICK SERVICE 
Phone Capitol 3009 Houston, Tex. 





RICHARDSON & GOFF 
Oil Leases in Adair, Cumberland and 
Russell Counties, Kentucky. -. 
COLUMBIA, KY. 











Your A 





In this space will be 
read weekly by .. . 


25,000 People 








Member Am. Inst. Min. Engineers 


HARRY F. WRIGHT 
Oil Geologist 
and Mine Engineer 


Phone 6772 304 Mc Clure Bldg. 
TULSA, OKLA. 
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BRINK INVENTS DEVICE FOR 
TAKING GASOLINE FROM GAS. 





HENRYETTA, Okla., Dec. 21.—W. J. 
Brink, president of the: Brink Oil & Gas 
Co., and one of the oldest operators in 
the local field, has gone to Washington 
in connection with his recentely devised 
method for extracting gasoline from cas- 
inghead gas. Mr. Brink claims that he 
will be able to revolutionize the refining 
industry through his process. 

It is Mr. Brink’s claim that instead of 
deriving two and five gallons of gasoline, 
the latter being the highest mark yet set 
by any process in refining, his process 
would take from 1,000 cubic feet of cas- 
inghead gas more than 30 gallons of gaso- 
line. Through his proceess, he also says, 
he will be able to extract every gasoline- 
bearing substance, leaving the dry gas 
in such condition that it would not be 
combustible. 





GAS PROBE AT CLARKSBURG. 


CLARKSBURG, W. Va. Dec. 20.—In- 
vestigation of the natural gas famine in 
the Clarksburg district during the recent 
cold snap was started here by J. 
Anderson, of Charleston, chief engineer 
of the State Public Service Commission. 
The purpose of the probe is to ascertain 
whether the Clarksburg Light & Heat 
Co. could have obtained a sufficient gas 
Supply for domestic needs and if so why 
it was not obtained. 





ORDERS FROM WASHINGTON 
ON THE SUPPLY OF GAS. 





WASHINGTON, Dec. 23.—The Fuel Ad- 
ministration issues the following: 

Natural gas must be supplied first for 
domestic purposes. This was, the sub- 
stance of instructions issued by the 
United States Fuel Administration to the 
United Fuel Gas Co., which operates in 
the West Virginia gas fields and sup- 
plies natural gas to a large number of 
cities, including Louisville, Lexington and 
Frankfort, Ky. 

Reports from the latter cities to the 
Fuel Administration indicated that the 
gas supply in the three Kentucky cities 
had been practically shut off ‘through 
diversion to Portsmouth, O., to supply 
steel plants working on Government con- 
tracts. 

When the matter was called to the at- 
tention of the Fuel Administration, in- 
structions were sent to the gas company 
to the effect that gas for domestic pur- 
poses takes precedence over that for man- 
ufacturing and other purposes. 





GAS SERVICE RATES ARE UP 
TO THE STATE COMMISSSION. 





HARRISBURG, Pa., Dec. 20.—As a re- 
sult of developments in the proceedings 
growing out of the complaint filed by the 
City of Johstown against the Johnstown 
Fuel Gas Co., the Public Service Com- 
mission will be called upon to decide the 





question of whether or not cities can be 
charged high rates because companies 
that distribute natural gas have made 
contracts requiring them to give an ex- 
cessive portion of their income to pro- 
ducing companies. 

The decision will affect every city in 
which natural gas charges are adjusted 
between a number of companies, each 
one of which pleads some sort of a con- 
tract as justification for its charges. 


Johnstown is protesting against the 
proposed imposition of a service charge 
of 50 cents per month per customer by 
the Johnstown Fuel Supply Co. The 
Fuel Supply company takes the position 
that it is compelled to turn over 70 per 
cent of its gross income to the Peoples 
Natural Gas Co., from which it purchases 
its supply of natural gas. This bargain, 
the Fuel Supply people say, makes it 
necessary for them to increase their 
income, 





THEY PREFER NATURAL GAS. 





LOS ANGELES, Dec. 21.—Protesting 
against the use of artificial gas for manu- 
facturing purposes while vast quantities 
of natural gas are permitted to go to 
waste, a special committee of the United 
Improvement Association has filed a re- 
port in which it urges that the ‘Govern- 
ment take steps for the greater conserva- 
tion and use of all of its natural re- 
sources. 





GAS SUPPLY FOR LIMA. 





LIMA, O., Dec. 20.—Investigating a 
half-million dollars in new pumping 
stations and drilling wells steadily with 
15 strings of tools, Medina Gas Coa 
officials expressed themselves as satis- 
fied that Lima and contiguous towns 
will have a good and ample natural gas 
supply for the next six years. 





PETROLEUM CLUB OF CHICAGO 
ELECTS OFFICERS FOR YEAR. 





The annual election of the Petroleum 
Club, with headquarters in the Morrison 
Hotel, Chicago, was held during Decem- 
ber, the polls closing at 10 p. m. Dec. 14. 
The following officers and directors were 
elected to serve during 1918: President, 
George N. Moore, of Consumers Refining 
Co.; vice president, C. A. Gustafson, of 
Anderson & Gustafson; secretary, R. B. 
Foster, of Petroleum Magazine; treasurer, 
W. H. Cannady, of Consumers Refining 
Co. Board of governors, J. P. Graver, of 
Wm. Garver Tank Works; J. S. Hoag- 
land, of Union Petroleum Co.; H. E. Mc- 
Cormick, of Midland Petroleum ‘Co. 

The Petroleum Club now enjoys the 
largest membership of any organization 
of oil men, either local or national, hav- 
ing more than 250 members. The first 
interest payment on bonds of the $10,000 
issue of the club have been made. This 
issue was devoted to the organization of 
the club and furnishing the club 
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Arnold, O’Brien & Go. 
ACCOUNTANTS 
Audits, Systems, Consultations and Re- 
ports. We specialize in Oil and Refining 
Accounting and Income Tax Reporting. 
228 Central Bank Bldg., Tulsa, Okla. 
517 Lee Bidg., Oklahoma City, Okla. 
712 Barnes Bldg. - Muskogee, Okla. 

















PIP 3,287 ft. 6-in. new Reading 
West iron drill pipe with 
long collars, weight 19.46; immediate ship- 
ment. One 750-ft. air compressor, prac- 
tically new. 
E. H. VORDENBAUMEN 
Shreveport, La. 











WE BUY AND SELL 


NEW AND SECONDHAND 
LINE PIPE AND CASING 


Highest prices paid for abandoned wells. 
H. JOSSEM SUPPLY CO. 


Telephoue 6941 Holland Bldé. 
TULSA, OKLA. 














Oil Production for Sale 


We offer 900 acres, with seven wells 
producing 150 bbls. daily, about 150 
proven locations, new 35-h.p. engine 
and power, 800 feet drilling; 144 miles 
from two railroads; live creek runs 
through property; oil worth $1.60 per 
barrel f.o.b.; location, Eastern Kan- 
sas. 

Price for quick deal $100,000, one- 
fourth cash, balance reasonable 
terms, or we will join with party 
who can furnish $25,000 in the pur- 
chase of controlling interest in prop- 
erty. Wire or write 

OIL SECURITIES CoO., 











Temple Court, Denver, Colo. 











GET A WITTE 


fos at once any size or style WITTE 
igh-G' Grate Engine--2 2 22 = -P.--. Saw: Rie 

e -Rig-- 
Bieine 4 -Stationary, ieee or ew ee. 





4i1!t Oakland Ave., 
4iit Empire Bidg., 





For up-to-date 


TEXAS PANHANDLE 


Oil maps and blank leases 
address 
G. T. HEYDRICK 
Wichita Falls, Tex. 











Reduce Cost of Operating 
Lease by Using the 


Superior 
Sand Strainer 


It keeps the floating sand 
out of the working barrel 
and renders the pulling of 
wells unnecessary. 


The perforation is scientif- 
ically and completely cov- 
ered. 


It is made in two lengths— 
6 feet and 10 feet. 


This Strainer is not an ex- 
periment—it is now in ac- 
tual use in a large number 
of wells. 


For price list and circulars, 
write to 





Pat, 


Superior Sand Strainer Co. 
Bartlesville, Okla. 


Federal Commission In 
Favor of Price Fixing 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 19.—Alleging that 
the petroleum industry is controlled by 
a small body of capitalists and that com- 
mon stock ownership by such capitalists 
in afflicted concerns, should be abolished 
as a business custom of the country, the 
Federal Trade Commission submits its 
annual report to Congress. Price fixing, 
the Commission declares, must he ex- 
tended to iron, steel and other products. 

Far greater powers over business are 
necessary if the Government is to act 
for the protection of its citizens from 
profiteering and unfair trade practices, 
the Commission asserts. It recommends 
also: An investigation of ‘trade asso- 
ciations,’”’ suspected of promoting price- 
boosting campaigns among members; a 
further attempt to regulate the petro- 
leum industry; passage by Congress of 
the Webb export bill. 

The Commission is particularly of the 
opinion, the -report reads, “that , price- 
fixing by authority of the law should be 
exercised with respect to the iron and 
steel industry, for which a bill has been 
introduced in the Senate. Equally im- 
portant, is the regulation of the distri- 
bution of new materials and intermediate 
products of the industry affected and of 
the distribution of the final products to 
the consumer.” 

The Commission declares the purpose 
of these laws would be defeated if ex- 
isting contracts, largely based on in- 
flated war-prices were allowed to continue. 

Trade associations are declared to “en- 
gage in activities tending artificially to 
control prices and the channels of dis- 
tribution.”” Making public all the records 
and files of these associations is recom- 
mended as a remedy. 








MR. ENRICHT IS RESTRAINED 
FROM USING HIS SUBSTITUTE. 





NEW YORK, Dec. 20.—Two years ago 
Louis Enricht, of Long Island, announced 
that he had discovered a substitute for 
gasoline, which would cost less than 2 
cents a gallon, and there were reports 
of tests that bore out his claim. Since 
then nothing has been heard by the 
public of this invention. Now comes a 
report that Enricht has been made defen- 
dant in a suit in which it is chaged that 
he has entered into an agreement with 
the German Government to withhold all 
knowledge of his formula from anyone in 
the United States for a period of the 
war. The complainant is the National 
Motor Power Co., a Delaware corporation 
represented by B. F. Yoakum as trustee. 
With BEnricht as defendants .are named 
sevral members of his family and the 
First National Bank of Farmingdale, 
which is alleged to have in its posession 
a strong box containing Enmricht’s for- 
mula. The court has issued an order 
restraining Enricht or any of the defend- 
ants named with him from disposing of 
his formula to anyone other than the 
complainant or of communicating its con- 
tents to anyone else. 

This is interesting from several points, 
the fact that the company headed by as 
big a business man as B. F. Yoakum has 
faith in the invention gives it standing. 
According to the papers filed, Enricht 
was at one time willing to sell his in- 
vention to Germany, but as late as two 
weeks ago agreed to allow it to be sold 
to this Government for $500,000 cash and 
a royalty of $5,000,000 a year for 15 years 
on condition that the allies of the United 
States should not share in the secret. 
This indicates that our Government, too, 
puts sufficient value upon the invention 
to negotiate for the possession of the 
formula. The desire of the German Gov- 
ernment to have it may be regarded as 
belief of its value in that quarttr. The 
common conclusion is that if all this 
is based upon facts the day of high- 
priced gasoline is nearing its close, and 
this is the most interesting part of all 
to the public. 





TO SAVE POSTAGE STAMPS. 





OKLAHOMA CITY, Dec. 20.—Blanks 
for the making of reports on and returns 
of gross production tax heretofore have 
been sent out by the State Auditor only 
near the close of the quarterly period for 
which the tax is to be collected. For the 
purpose of economy in the cost of post- 
age, which has advanced since the last 
quarterly period, Mr. Howard is sending 
enough blanks now for the report for the 
quarter ending with December and also 
for the four quarters of the next year. 
This will afford a supply on hand at all 
times of blanks on which the corpora- 























tions subject to the tax may depend. 





CIVIL SERVICE EXAMINATION; 
ASSISTANT PETROLEUM CHEMIST. 





WASHINGTON, Dec. 20.—The United 
States Civil Service Commission an- 
nounces an open competitive examination 
for assistant petroleum chemist, for men 
only. A yacancy in the Bureau of Mines, 
Department of the Interior, for duty at 
Pittsburgh, Pa., at entrance salaries rang- 
ing from $1,680 to $1,920 a year, depend- 
ing upon the qualifications of the ap- 
pointee, and future vacancies requiring 
similar qualifications throughout the 
United States, at these or higher or lower 
salaries, will be filled from this examina- 
tion, unless it is found in the interest 
of the service to fill any vacancy by rein- 
statement, transfer or promotion. 


The duties of the position will require 
the carrying on of research in the field 
of petroleum chemistry and refining. A 
certain amount of routine analytical work 
may be required. 


Competitors will not be required to re- 
port for examination at any place, but 
will be rated on the following subjects, 
which will have the relative weights indi- 
cated, on a scale of 100: (1) Education, 
40; (2) experience, 60. 

Graduation in chemistry or chemical 
engineering from a college or university 
of recognized standing, and either one 
year’s experience in actual petroleum 
work, preferably in the laboratory or 
plant of a first-class refinery, or two 
years’ experience in some allied branch 
of technical work or two years’ graduate 
work in a university of recognized stand- 
ing, are prerequisities for consideration 
for this position. 


In rating applicants for this position, 
special credit will be given those showing 
evidence of experience in securing infor- 
mation or knowledge regarding recent de- 
velopments in the petroleum industry. 
Special credit will also be given for ex- 
perienee with internal combustion engines 
or in the utilization of oil as a fuel. 


Applicants must submit with the appli- 
eations their photographs, taken within 
two years. Tintypes or proofs will not be 
accepted. 


Statements as to education and ex- 
perience are accepted subject to verifica- 
tion. 


Applicants must not have reached their 
45th birthday on the date of the examin- 
ation. 

This examination is open to all male 
citizens of the United States who meet 
the requirements. 


Applicants should at once apply for 
Form 1312, stating the title of the exam- 
ination desired, to the Civil Service Com- 
mission, Washington, D. C.; the Secretary 
of the United States Civil Service Board, 
Customhouse, Boston, Mass., New York, 
N. Y., New Orleans, La., Honolulu, Ha- 
waii; Postoffice, Philadelhpai, Pa., At- 
lanta, Ga., Cincinnati, O., Chicago, IIl., 
St. Paul, Minn., Seattle, Wash., San Fran- 
cisco Cal.; Old Customhouse, St. Louis, 
Mo., Administration Building, Balboa 
Heights, Canal Zone; or the Chairman of 
the Porto Rican Civil Service Commis- 
sion, San Juan, P. R. Applications should 
be properly executed, excluding the medi- 
cal certificate, and filed with the Com- 
mission at Washington prior to the hour 
of closing business on Jan. 15, 1918. 





TANK FARM FOR THE CARTER. 





ARDMORE, Okla., Dec. 20.—The Carter 
Oil Co. has purchased the Newton farm 
of 140 acres in Section 30-4-3 as a new 
tank farm. This lease will provide room 
for 25 tanks of 55,000 bbls. capacity. The 
company has now about 250,000 bbls. in 
storage and is running its entire produc- 
tion to steel. 





ESTATE OF THEODORE TACK, 
FAMOUS AS AN OIL MAN. 





NEW YORK, Dec. 19.—Theodore E. 
Tack, who was associated with John D. 
Archbold and others in the development 
of the oil industry in Pennsylvania, left 
a gross estate of $304,116 at the time of 
his death, Aug. 14, 1914, according to the 
transfer tax appraiser’s report. 

This estate was considerably decreased 
by deductions, chiefly made up of prom- 
issory notes, the largest being Standard 
Oil Co. of New Jersey, $45,000; Farmers’ 
Deposit National Bank, of Pittsburgh, 
$40,000 Thomas A. and Adele G. Tack, 
$15,000; Colonial Bank, $7,500; Butler Sav- 
ings & Trust Co., of Butler, Pa., $6,000, 
and Peoples National Bank, of Sisters- 
ville, W. Va., $5,000. The beneficiaries 
were his widow, Mrs. Mary A. Tack; 
daughters, Elizabeth Gwinn, Sarah A. 
eed Julia Tack, and son, Theodore B. 
Tac 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


CLASSIFIED RATES, 
Advertisements under this heading are 25 
cents per line for the first insertion and 10 
cents per line for each additional insertion, 
invariably cash in advance unless the adver- 
tise. has an account with the publisher. 
Es.imate cost on the basis of six words to 
the line. Replies forwarded free, 








FOR SALE. 


PIPE AND CASING 


FOR SALE—10,000 ft. 2-in. 444-lb. tubing; 
8,000 ft. 6%4-in. 13-lb. casing; 6,000 ft. 65%- 
in. 20-lb.; 2,000 ft. 10-in. 35-lb. All the 
above is new standard goods. 

Also have on hand 30,000 ft. 2-in. 4%4-Ib. 
tubing; 5,000 ft. 5 3-16-in. 13-lb. casing; 
5,000 ft. 65¢-in. 20-Ib.; 2,000 ft. 65g-in. 24- 
lb.; 1,000 ft. 81%4-in. 24-lb.; 1,200 ft. 814-in. 
28-lb.; 800 ft. 10-in. 32-lb. This is good 
serviceable second-hand pipe. For par- 
ticulars call or write Oklahoma Pipe Co., 
401 N. Boston Ave., Tulsa, Okla. Phone 
Osage 6444. 


ATTENTION, DRILLING CONTRACT- 
ors—We still have a few good second- 
hand Manila drilling and spudding lines; 
also several new and good second-hand 
wire lines; 3,000 ft. to 3,500 fet. %-in. and 
%-in. Oklahoma Pipe Co., 401 N. Boston 
Ave., Tulsa, Okla. Phone Osage 6444. 


FOR SALE—6,000 feet of 2-inch second- 
hand pipe. This pipe is practically as 
good as new. Address J. T. R., care The 
Oil and Gas Journal. 


FOR SALE—20,000 acres of leases in 
Barren, Monroe, Cumberland, Metcalf, 
Allen Counties, Kentucky; cheap rental; 
well-taken rentals, due 1919; price 20 
cents up. W. S. Silvers, Marion, Ind. 


PIPE FOR SALE. 
30,000 ft. 11% thread, 13-lb., 6%4; 6,000 ft. 
14 thread, 11-lb., 6%; 1,400 ft. 17-lb., 65%; 

















2,000 ft. 4%; 3,000 ft. 3%; 6,000 ft. 17 and 
24-lb. 8% casings; 50,000 ft. 2-in. line; 
50,000 ft. 2-in, 4-lb. tubing and %-in. iron 


rods; 5,000 ft. 24-lb. 8-in. drive pipe; also 
eight 25-h.p. boilers and the following gas 
engines: One 20-h.p. Bessemer, one 16-h.p. 
Acme, two 20-h.p. Acme, one 15-h.p. Ajax, 
one 25-h.p. Swan; also the following pow- 
ers: three Bessemer geared, one double 
and one single Exc. Jones, one Norton, 
two double-disc Lufkins, one single-disc 
Adams; all the above is first-class second- 
hand material. Address J. F. Arnold, 
Decatur, Ind. 





FOR SALE. 
The following pipe is in the ground at 
Collinsville, Okla., and is in first-class 
condition. Prospective buyers will be 
given full opportunity to inspect same. 
If purchasers desire us to reclaim pipe, 
we will add 15¢c a foot for same on cars 
at Collinsville: 
Approximately 7,000 ft. of 10-in. plain 
end 25-lb. standard gas line with Dresser 
couplings, $1.85. 
Approximately 3,000 ft. of 10-in. plain 
end 35-lb. standard gas line with Dresser 
couplings, $2.000. 
Approximately 2 miles of 8-in. plain 
end 24-lb. standard gas line with Dresser 
couplings, $1.40. 
If undesirable to use this pipe for plain 
end gas line, it could be threaded and 
made into good casing. 
Henry Oil Co., Room 205 Cole Building, 
Tulsa, Okla. Phone 4070. 


FOR SALE —Oil leases, Palo Pinto, 
Stephens and Hastland Counties, Texas, 
in Ranger field, near the big well; smal 
or large tracts; right prices; good titles. 
P. O. Box 412, Fort Worth, Tex. 


FOR SALE—Star traction drilling riz 
No. 22 and tools, good cordage and sm2!! 
tools; also 900 acres of good-lookivs 
leases in Kentucky; will sell separate or 
together. Charles Collins, Knightstown, 
Ind. 


FOR SALE—Two 170-h.p., twin cylinder 
Bruce-McBeth natural gas engines; these 
engines have never been used. Address 
P. O. Box 81, Shreveport, La. 


PIPE FOR SALE—Subject to prior sale, 
offer 100,000 feet 4-inch line, 1,800 test; 
mill can start shipment next week; also 
some 300 miles good S. H. pipe, all sizes 
to 8-inch, 32 pounds. United Securities 
Co., Joplin, Mo. 

















FOR SALE—We have on hand @ 
few back numbers of The Oil & Gas 
Journal which we would be pleased 
to furnish at 10c each. No issues 
previous to January, 1912. The Pe- 
troleum Publishing Co., Tulsa, Okla. 




















